









































Section 8.20: Initiative — General Provisions

The first power reserved to the people is the initiative. Any ordinance or
amendment to an ordinance may be proposed to the commissioners by the
people by filing with the Auditor an initiative petition. Provided, that no
ordinance shall be initiated providing for the compensation or working
conditions of county employees, authorizing and repealing of taxes,
appropriating money, adopting the annual budget or capital program,
redistricting the county commissioner districts, or passing an emergency
ordinance.

Section 8.30: Initiative — Limitations

No initiative petition requiring the expenditure of additional funds for an
existing activity or of any funds for a new activity or purpose shall be filed or
submitted to a vote unless provisions are specifically made therein for new or
additional sources of revenue which may thereby be required.

Section 8.40: Initiative — Filing of Petition

Initiative petitions shall be filed with the Auditor bearing the signatures of
registered voters of the county equal in number to no less than ten (10) per
cent of the number of voters who voted in the last gubernatorial election.
Petitions shall be filed not more than 90 days following registration.

The Auditor shall verify the sufficiency of the signatures on the petition and
transmit it together with his or her report thereon to the commissioners at a
regular meeting, not more than twenty (20) days after filing the petition and
such transmission of the petition shall constitute the introduction of the
initiative by the commissioners.

Section 8.50: Initiative — Action by Commissioners

The Commissioners shall consider the proposed ordinance. They shall hold
a public hearing and shall adopt or reject the petition on a roll call vote. If the
proposed ordinance is not enacted within sixty (60) days after its introduction,
it shall be submitted to the voters at the next regular or special election
provided that at least 105 days have elapsed between the introduction of the
proposed ordinance and the election. However, if the proposed ordinance is
enacted at any time prior to the election, it shall not be placed on the ballot or
voted on unless the referendum procedure is invoked.

If the Commissioners reject the proposed ordinance and adopt a substitute
ordinance concerning the same subject matter, the substitute ordinance shall
be placed on the same ballot with the proposed ordinance and the voters shall
first be given the choice of accepting either or rejecting both and shall then be
given the choice of accepting one and rejecting the other. If a majority of
those voting on the first issue is for rejecting both, then neither ordinance shall
be approved regardless of the vote on the second issue. If the proposed
substitute ordinance is approved by the majority of the voters voting on the
issue, it shall become effective ten (10) days after the results of the election
are certified unless a later date is specified in the ordinance. No ordinance
enacted as a result of initiative shall be amended or repealed within two (2)
years after enactment except as a result of a subsequent initiative or
referendum.
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