
A HOME RULE CHARTER 
giYt,1 voters more choices about the 

structure of county government. 

With a home rule charter, some 
changes could take place right now. 

More changes could take place in 
the future. 

On N<'vember 5 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS. 

For more information about home rule: 
• Visit the home rule web s at 

www.clark.wa.gov/freehol et&. It 
includes a copy of the propq: ea ~ter 
and additional information. 

• Call (360)687-4738 and ask that ma.ten­
als be mailed to you. 

• Call (360)687-4738 to request a presenta­
tion about home rule to your organiza­
tion. 
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This brochure was developed by the Clark 
County Board of Freeholders. For questions 
about information contained in this brochure 
please contact Don Gardner, Chair, Board of 
Freeholders, at (360)687--4738. 

It's about the power 
to change things. 

It's about choices. 



Five county commissioners 
or three? 

YOUR CHOICE. 

Commissioners elected by 
geographic districts or 
countywide? 

YOUR CHOICE. 

Initiative and referendum at 
the county level? 

YOUR CHOICE. 

These are examples of some 
· of the choices you would 

have if a home rule charter 
for Clark County is 
approved by voters. 
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A
n elected board of freeholders-21 of 
your neighbors fror,'.l throughout the 
county-has been woikmg for almost 

two yean to wnte a home rule charter for 
Clark County. The chaitei that they propo:,ie 
will appear on the ballot or:i November 5, 
2002. 

What is a home rule charter? 
A charter is a local constitution. Allowed 

bl state law, it gives voters more local c.on­
trol of the structure of county government 

What does a home rule charter do? 
fi.ve Washington counties ha,1e adopted 

home rule charters. Each one is shghtly dif­
fe1ent .And that's the point. A chil.Itf.'r g1ve1.1 
lo<:al voters the opportunity to make it fit thf.' 
need!'! of their particuhu: c ommlllllty. 

What about the home rule charter pro­
posed for aark County? 

From the very beginning, voters -will 
have choices. The November ballot will 
ask whethet Clark County should adopt 
a home rule charter. Then it will offer 
"oters a menu of individual option!'! that 
would be included if the charter i1.1 adopted: 
a. whether there should be three c.ounty 
commissioners or five, 
a. whether the commissioners should be 
elec.ted by geographic districts or 
countywide, and 
a. whether there should be mitiative and 
referendum available at the c.ounty level. 

Each of the!ie wtll be a separate que!i­
bon. Therr outcome will help frame the 1m­
bal bru;ic changes to county government if 
voten approve a home rule chaii:er . 

What would the Initiative and referen­
dum do? 

Imtiative allows the pubhc to pas11 i:herr 
own laws at the county level Referendum 
allows the pubhc to repeal some actions 

taken by the county Both me mibative ,md 
referendum haw, hmitatiom. or:i. the typE>s of 
topics they could deal with. 

Can the charter be changed? 
Yes. If voters approve :i home rule char­

ter for Ch.rlc. C-0unty, other changes could 
takP. plac.e m the future. 

How would future changes be made? 
A charter reVIew comm1ss1on, which 

would reVIew the charter c1.t ~et peuods c,f 
bme. could p10poi;e amendnu:nts County 
commis1.11oneu1 could propo!iP. change,, too 
In addition, rl thP. charter mc.lude~ the r,nba­

hve option. otizem could p10pose charter 
,unendments through the Initiative proce-~'! 
Any proposed amendments would be ~ub­
rmtted to the voters at the next general eJec.­
tim.1. 

What else should people know about 
the charter? 

Mo<Jt. count} functions are set by 11tate 
law and cannot be ,,hanged, rega.rdlP.8S of 
hom1; rult- For examplF.:, a c.ounty pro,-ide~ 
courts ari.d law enforcement, builds wad~. 
assesses property, collects t.axe!i, and c.on­
ducts elf:cbom With home rule, the !'ltruc­
ture of c aunty govt>mment could change, 
but the county would c.onbnue to carry out 
those functiom In addibon, any rnunty la'-Vrt 

enac.t~d thro1_1.gh home rulF- woul.d 1.1iJll have 
to be legal undt:r the -state and fede1al c.onsti­
tui:iom,; county laws cannot ovemde statt- or 
fed~ral law, 

What's the bottom line? 
The home rule charter c.ould m.tlce gov­

ernment more accountable and give the 
pubhc a greater role hl c.ounty deos1ons 
Beyond the change~ 1t c.ould make lIJUlledi­
ately, 1t allowc; for further changes o,·er llme 
and more choice~ fm couni!· utu:em. 


