





resident shall not disqualify him from holding office during the remainder of the term for
which he was elected or appointed.

Section 2.40 Term of Office

The term of office of each councilmember shall be four years following election and until
a successor is elected and qualified.

Section 2.50 Organization

The county council shall annually elect one of its members as chair and one as vice-
chair who shall act in the absence of the chair. The council shall be responsible for its
own organization, the rules of conduct of its business and for the employment and
supervision of such persons as it deems necessary to assist it in the performance of its
duties. A majority of the council shall constitute a quorum at all meetings. Council action
shall require at least a majority of the entire council except as provided by this charter or
ordinance.

Section 2.60 Rules of Procedure

The county council shall enact by ordinance rules of procedure governing the time,
place and conduct of its meetings and hearings and the introduction, publication,
consideration and adoption of ordinances. All meetings shall be open to the public
except to the extent executive sessions are authorized by state law.

Section 2.70 Relationship with Other Branches

Except in the performance of its legislative functions under this charter, the county
council, its staff, and individual council members shall not interfere in the administration
of the executive branch or give orders to or direct, either publicly or privately, any officer
or employee subject to the direction and supervision of the county executive or other
elected officials. The county executive and county council jointly shall hold biennial
public hearings and provide a county operation review forum for public comment on the
operation of each county department.

Section 2.80 Council Subpoena Powers

The county council may, in connection with the legislative process, make investigations
into the affairs of the county and the conduct of any county department, office or agency
and for this purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take testimony and
require the production of evidence, and may invoke the aid of any court of competent
jurisdiction to carry out such powers; provided that any witness shall have the right to be
represented by counsel.

Section 2.90 Audit












Section 3.40 Appointments by County Executive and Confirmation

The county executive shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of a
majority of the county council, shall appoint the chief officer of each executive
department and office, except the separately elected offices. The county executive may
appoint a confidential secretary and a deputy county executive without council
confirmation.

Section 3.50 Acting County Executive

The deputy county executive shall be the acting county executive and shall perform the
duties of the county executive during the latter's temporary inability to perform by reason
of absence from the county or disability. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the county
executive, the acting county executive shall serve until the vacancy is filled pursuant to
this charter.

Section 3.60 Appointments by the Chief Officers

The chief officer of each executive department shall appoint all officers and employees
of the office or department and shall comply with the rules of the personnel system
when appointing officers and employees to positions covered by the personnel system.

Section 3.70 Qualifications

The chief officers of appointed executive departments shall be selected on the basis of
their abilities, qualifications, integrity and prior experience concerning the duties of the
office to which they shall be appointed.

Section 3.90 The Executive Departments

The executive departments shall consist of the departments of the county assessor, the
county auditor, the county clerk, the county sheriff, the county treasurer and those
agencies of the executive branch which are primarily engaged in the execution and
enforcement of ordinances and statutes concerning the public peace, health and safety
and which furnish or provide governmental services directly to or for the residents of
Snohomish county.

Section 3. )0 Election, Term of Office and Compensation of Other Elected
Officials

There is hereby created by the adoption of this charter the offices of county assessor,

county auditor, county clerk, prosecuting attorney, county sheriff and county treasurer.
These elected officers shall be nominated and elected by the voters of the county, and
their terms of office shall be four years and until their successors are elected and






On or before the last day for filing a declaration of candidacy as a candidate in a major
political party primary, anyone qualified to assume office, if elected, may file a
declaration of candidacy as an "Independent".

Any candidate who files a declaration of candidacy as an independent shall be placed
on the primary ballot under the title "Independent”.

Anyone who files a declaration of candidacy for a county office as an independent shall
not be a candidate for any political party in that primary or in the succeeding general
election and shall pay the filing fee required for a declaration of candidacy for a major

political party primary.

The candidate who receives a plurality of the votes cast for independent candidates for
an office shall be placed on the ballot at the ensuing general election under the heading
“Independent”; provided, however, the candidate receives at least the percentage
required by state law of the total vote cast for that office.

Section 4.30 Qualifications — Limitations

Each county official holding an elective office shall be, at the time of appointment or
election and at all times while holding office, a citizen of the United States over the age
of twenty-one and a three year resident and registered voter of Snohomish County at
the time of filing for office. No person shall be eligible to be elected to more than three
consecutive full terms for any office. For the purposes of this section, different positions
on the county council shall not be considered different offices.

Section 4.40 Conflict of Interest

No county elected officer shall hold any other office or employment within county
government during his term of office.

Section 4.50 District Boundaries

The boundaries of each council district shall be established as nearly as practical in
accordance with the criteria promulgated by state law.

Section 4.60 Districting Committee

Within sixty days after each federal decennial census data is received from the state
redistricting commission or its successor, a five-member districting committee shall be
appointed. The county council shall appoint four persons to the committee, two from
each major political party from a list of five submitted by the party's central committee,
the four to appoint the fifth who shall be chair. Members of the districting committee
shall serve without salary but shall be compensated for reasonable-out-of-pocket
expenses. The districting committee shall within thirty days of its appointment, meet and
appoint a districting master who shall be qualified by education, training and experience












petition against a portion of an ordinance shall not delay the remainder of the measure
from taking effect.

Within five working days of filing the referendum petition, the officer in charge of holding
elections shall confer with the petitioner to review the proposal as to form and style as
required by such officer or ordinance. The officer in charge of holding elections shall
give the referendum petition a number, which shall thereafter be the identifying number
for the measure and shall then transmit a copy of the petition to the prosecuting
attorney, who within ten working days after receipt thereof, shall formulate a concise
statement, posed as a question, not to exceed fifty words, which shall express and give
a true and impartial statement of the measure being referred. Such concise statement
will be the ballot title. The prosecuting attorney shall then register the referendum
petition with the officer in charge of holding elections.

The petitioner shall have forty-five days from registration to collect the signatures of
registered voters of the county equal in number to not less than five percent of the
number of votes cast in the county in the last governor's election. Each petition shall
contain the full text of the measure being referred and the ballot title.

The officer in charge of holding elections shall verify the sufficiency of the signatures on
the petition and, if it is validated, submit the measure to the people at the next generai
or special election date, as designated by state law, said date being not less than sixty
days from the submission of the petition for signature verification. (Amended during
General Election, Nov. 5, 1996, Effective date Nov. 30, 1996).

Section 5.90 The Recall

The fourth power reserved for the people is the recall as provided in the constitution and
the laws of the state of Washington.

Article 6 — Financial Administration

Section 6.10 Budget Information

At least one hundred thirty-five days prior to the end of the fiscal year, all agencies of
county government including elected department officers shall submit to the county
executive information which the county executive deems necessary to prepare the
proposed budget.

Section 6.20 Presentation of Proposed Budget

At least seventy-five days prior to the end of each fiscal year, the county executive shall
present to the county council a complete proposed budget and budget message,
including an annual budget ordinance which identifies proposed operating and capital
appropriations and estimated revenues and reserves necessary to balance the budget.






county executive by reestimating the amount by motion passed by a minimum of four
affirmative votes, by utilizing reserves in a manner not proposed by the county
executive or by creating additional sources of revenue which were not included in the
proposed tax and revenue ordinances presented by the county executive. (Amended
during General Election, Nov. 5, 1996, Effective date Nov. 30, 1996).

Section 6.60 Budget Control

At the beginning of each quarterly period during the fiscal year, and more often if
required, the county executive shall submit to the county council a written report
showing the relation between the estimated income and expenses and actual income
and expenses to date. If it shall appear that the income is less than anticipated, the
county council may reduce appropriations, except amounts required to meet contractual
obligations and for debt, interest and other fixed charges, to such a degree as may be
necessary to keep expenditures within the cash income.

Section 6.70 Contingency Appropriations

The annual budget ordinance may include contingency appropriations within various
funds which shall not be expended unless the county executive certifies in writing that
sufficient funds are available and the county council approves a budget transfer.

Section 6.75 Budget Revision Ordinances

The county council may adopt budget revision ordinances to reduce spending authority
or to increase spending authority beyond that included in the original adopted budget.
Budget revisions that increase spending authority shall be funded from the unreserved
undesignated fund balance to the extent deemed advisable by the county executive
who shall certify in writing that such funds are available for appropriation.

Section 6.80 Supplemental Appropriations

The county council may adopt supplemental appropriation ordinances which may
appropriate unanticipated funds available to the county.

Section 6.85 Emergency Appropriations

When a public emergency which could not reasonably have been foreseen at the time
of making the budget, or upon the happening of any emergency caused by fire, flood,
explosion, storm, earthquake, epidemic, riot, or insurrection, or for the immediate
preservation of order or of public health or for the restoration to a condition of
usefulness of any public property the usefulness of which has been destroyed by
accident, or for the relief of a stricken community overtaken by a calamity, or in
settlement of approved claims for personal injuries or property damages, exclusive of
claims arising from the operation of any public utility owned by the county, or to meet
mandatory expenditures required by law, the county council may adopt emergency






1. Contract employees;
2. Members of all boards and commissions;

3. All elective county officials; four persons in the county executive's office; and not
more than two persons in each other elected official's office;

4. Those excluded employees in the prosecuting attorney's office, the district courts, the
superior court, and such other excluded employees according to state law;

5. Chief officers of each executive department; and

6. Such other employees as may be designated by ordinance.

Article 8 — Charter Review and Amendments

Section 8.10 Charter Review Commission

This charter shall be reviewed periodically by a charter review commission as provided
in this article.

Section 8.20 Election and Period of Office

Five years after the adoption of this charter and every ten years thereafter, the county
council shall cause an election of a charter review commission, hereinafter referred to
as the commission. The commission shall consist of fifteen persons, an equal number
from each council district. There shall be no filing fee nor shall there be a primary. The
election shall be held at the November general election and candidates shall run on a
nonpartisan basis. The member of the commission who receives the greatest number of
votes shall convene the commission. The term of office shall be one year. The
commission may meet at such times and in such places as it deems appropriate.

Section 8.30 Vacancy

Any vacancy on the commission shall be filled by the remaining members of the
commission within thirty days; provided, that within fourteen days of the declaration of a
vacancy, notice shall be given to the residents of the district in which the vacancy
occurs in such manner as the commission in its discretion deems advisable. Selection
of the person to fill the vacancy shall be from those residing in the district in which there
is @ vacancy by a simple majority vote of the commission.

Section 8.40 Procedures

The commission shall review the charter to determine its adequacy and suitability to the
needs of the county and may propose amendments. Members of the commission shall






Section 9.05 Nondiscrimination

In the exercise of its powers and in the performance of its duties, the county shall
ensure that no person is discriminated against because of race, creed, color, sex, age,
handicap, or any other basis not reasonably related to the accomplishment of a
legitimate governmental purpose and shall take whatever action necessary to
accomplish this purpose as defined in the state and federal constitutions and applicable
court interpretations. (Added during General Election, Nov. 5, 1996, Effective date Nov.
30, 1996).

Section 9.10 Purchasing, Contracts, Claims, and Bonds

The county council shall by ordinance establish procedures for purchasing supplies,
services, materials and equipment, the awarding of contracts, the processing of claims,
and the sale or refunding of bonds. The ordinance shall provide when bids shall be
required and how invitations for bids shall be advertised.

All purchases, contracts and bonds subject to bid procedures shall be advertised and,
unless all bids are rejected, shall be awarded on the basis of sealed bidding to the
lowest responsible bidder.

Section 9.20 Franchises

All franchises granted by the county council shall be for a fixed term not to exceed
twenty-five years and no exclusive franchise shall be granted for the use of any street,
road or public place. All franchises shall be subject to the power of eminent domain and
the right of the council or the people acting for themselves through the initiative or
referendum to repeal, amend or modify the franchise in the interest of the public; and
every ordinance granting a franchise shall contain a reservation of these rights. In any
proceeding under eminent domain the franchise itself shall have no value.

Section 9.30 Public Disclosure and Ethics Ordinance

The county council shall by ordinance provide for the disclosure of financial interests by
elected officials, a code of ethics for other officers and employees of the county and
provide penalties for violations of the ordinance.

Section 9.40 Oath of Office and Bonds

An oath or affirmation to support the Constitutions of the United States and the state of
Washington and the charter and ordinances of Snohomish county and to perform
faithfully, impartially, and honestly the duties of office, shall be subscribed and filed with
the officer in charge of recording public documents by each elected officer before
entering upon the duties of office.






criminal proceedings existing on the effective date of this amended charter, shall not be
affected by the adoption of this amended charter.

Section 11.30 Boards and Commission

All boards and commissions existing when this amended charter takes effect shall
continue until modified or abolished by ordinances.

Section 11.40 Budget

The budget for 1987 which is in effect when this amended charter takes effect, shall
remain effective until revised.

Section 11.50 Other Employment Provisions

Every elective county official holding office on the effective date of this amended
charter, whose office is eliminated or made appointive by the terms of this amended
charter, shall continue in county employment at as nearly a similar position as possible
and shall receive not less than the same rate of compensation which such official was
receiving on the effective date of this amended charter for the remainder of the term for
which such official was elected.

Thereafter, such official shall be entitled to be appointed at the same rate of
compensation to an executive position subject to all of the rules of the personnel
system, except for the rules concerning initial appointment.

Section 11.60 Status of County Employees

All non-elective county employees in offices eliminated by this charter, employed by the
county on the effective date of this amended charter, shall be covered by the county
personnel system.

Section 11.70 Effective Date

This amended charter shall take effect January 1, 1987. The term "effective date of this
amended charter" shall mean January 1, 1987.

Section 11.80 Codification

Following the election at which any proposed provision of this amended charter is
approved by a majority of the voters voting thereon, the county council shall cause such
amendment to be incorporated into the text of the original charter and shall publish the
amended charter; provided, that the text of this article shall appear only once in the
amended charter as published.



