



























































be needed to present information or to take notes or minutes. However, minutes are not required
to be taken at an executive session.”

What procedures must be followed to hold an executive session?

Before a governing body may convene in executive session, the presiding officer must publicly
announce the executive session to those attending the meeting by stating two things:

» the purpose of the executive session, and
= the time when the executive session will end.

The announced purpose of the executive session must be one of the statutorily-identified
purposes for which an executive session may be held. The announcement must contain enough
detail to identify the purpose as falling within one of those identified in RCW 42.30.110(1).

If the executive session is not over at the stated time, it may be extended only if the presiding
officer announces to the public at the meeting place that it will be extended to a stated time. If
the governing body concludes the executive session before the time that was stated it would
conclude, it should not reconvene in open session until the time stated. Otherwise, the public
may, in effect, be excluded from that part of the open meeting that occurs between the close of
the executive session and the time that was announced for the conclusion of the executive
session.

What are the allowed purposes for holding an executive session?

An executive session may be held only for one or more of the purposes identified in RCW
42.30.110(1). The purposes addressed below are those which have practical application to cities,
counties, and special purpose districts. A governing body of a city, county, or special district
may meet in executive session for the following reasons:

» 7o consider matters affecting national security;

Until the events of September 11, 2001, this provision had little, if any, practical
application to cities, counties, or special districts. However, since the events of
September 11,2001, it has become clear that local security issues may in some instances
have national security implications. So, discussions by city, county, or district governing
bodies of security matters relating to possible terrorist activity should come within the
ambit of this executive session provision. This would include discussions of
vulnerability or response assessments relating to criminal terrorist activity.

5ee RCW 42.32.030.
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vote taken, is null and void.*' This does not, however, mean that a subsequent action that
complies with the Act is also invalidated.* But, where action taken in open session merely
ratifies an action taken in violation of the Act, the ratification is also null and void.*

#RCW 42.30.060.

82 OPAL v. Adams County, 128 Wn.2d 869, 883 (1996); Clark v. City of Lakewood, 259 F.3d 996 (9th Cir.
2001); see also, AGO 1971 No. 33 at 40.

8 Clark v. City of Lakewood, 259 F.3d at __, n. 10; see, Miller v. Tacoma, 138 Wn.2d at 329-31.
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