Electoral College

Washington State has 12 electoral college votes.
How does it work?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Candidates for President and Vice-President of the United States are elected by the citizens who vote in November. 

Their votes determine which electors cast electoral votes for the presidential ticket.

Here’s a quick overview the Electoral College.


What is the Electoral College?

Established in Article I
of the US Constitution


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The electoral college is established in the United States Constitution and allows for citizens to vote for electors who then vote for president.


How many Electors?

Electors are based on the number of Senators and Representatives
who represent our state in the US Congress.

In Washington State, we have:

U.S. Representatives = 10 U.S. Senators =2 10+2=12

Washington has 12 presidential electors.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each state, the number of its electors equals the number of its United States Senators and Representatives. In Washington State we have ten Representatives and two Senators, which gives us 12 presidential electors.

So, in November when the voters go to cast their ballots, they are actually voting for their state’s group of electors, who will then vote for that presidential ticket.

There are a total of 538 electoral votes nationwide.
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Back in 2008, we had 11 electoral votes.
Now, in 2016, we have 12 electoral votes.
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Presentation Notes
For example, in 2008 Washington voted approximately 60% for President Obama and 40% for Senator McCain. Since 60% of the voters voted for the Obama presidential ticket, all 11 of Washington’s electoral votes went for President Obama and Vice President Biden.

The electors themselves are chosen through the political parties in their caucus and convention process.


2008 Example

Washington State’s 11
presidential electors were
then awarded to President
Obama because the
majority of voters in our
state voted for him.

Presidential Electors

Back in 2008, we had 11 electoral votes.
Now, in 2016, we have 12 electoral votes.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
For example, in 2008 Washington voted approximately 60% for President Obama and 40% for Senator McCain. Since 60% of the voters voted for the Obama presidential ticket, all 11 of Washington’s electoral votes went for President Obama and Vice President Biden.

The electors themselves are chosen through the political parties in their caucus and convention process.


2008 Example

President Obama

Presidential Electors

After the election, the 11 electors met in Olympia at the State Capitol for a
public ceremony. The electors voted for the presidential ticket as decided by
Washington’s voters.
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Presentation Notes
In December each group of electors in each state gets together and votes for the presidential ticket decided by their voters.

Note:
The Electoral College does not meet as a single national body. As mandated by Congress, the electors must gather in their respective states on the first Monday after the second Wednesday of December and cast their ballots for the presidential ticket. In most states electors meet at the capitol building.

In January, Congress counts all the electoral votes.

There are a total of 538 electoral votes in the nation. A presidential ticket needs at least 270 electoral votes nationwide to win.

On January 6th the current Vice President, or President of the United States Senate, counts the Electoral College votes before a joint session of Congress.


2016 Electoral College

In 2016, Washington State will
award 12 electoral votes for
the presidential ticket that
wins the majority of votes in
our state.

Electors in each state will gather on December 19. They will vote for
the presidential ticket decided by their voters. There are a total of
538 electoral votes in the nation.
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Presentation Notes
In December each group of electors in each state gets together and votes for the presidential ticket decided by their voters. This is done according to Article 2 of the constitution.

Note:
The Electoral College does not meet as a single national body. As mandated by Congress, the electors must gather in their respective states on the first Monday after the second Wednesday of December and cast their ballots for the presidential ticket. In most states electors meet at the capitol building.

In January, Congress counts all the electoral votes.

There are a total of 538 electoral votes in the nation. A presidential ticket needs at least 270 electoral votes nationwide to win.
In January, the current Vice President, or President of the United States Senate, counts the Electoral College votes before a joint session of Congress.
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