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January 2013 Unemployment Rates
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been revised downward by 10,000 to 12,000 over the past few years.

Oregon chalked up a much more realistic 4,200 increase, continuing that state’s slow recovery. Employment growth
remained at 1.1 percent over the year. Most (3,900) of the increase came in the Portland metro area. Portland’s growth
was pegged at close to 2 percent through the benchmarked September numbers. Preliminary estimates show a weakening
since then—we’ll know in three months if that holds up.

Southwest Washington Labor Area Summary - 1


mailto:Sdbailey@esd.wa.gov
https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata

Regional Roundup

Clark County
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Overall, the county maintained its moderate
growth path, adding 2,200 jobs over the year (+1.7 percent). Two notable changes in the big picture: first, government
employment finally appears to have hit bottom and turned upward, although more cuts in state government later this year
are possible. K-12 education is up 300 over the year. Second, health care is showing a loss over the year. Some caution
here, as these are preliminary estimates based upon a sample of employers, and will be revised over the next six months
as we get employment data from all employers—but an over-the-year loss in health care is a rare event.

The preliminary unemployment rate was reportedly 9.9 percent. It remains to be seen whether the rate will be revised
upward next month along the lines of what has been happening over the past several years. Stay tuned.

Both initial and continued unemployment claims declined slightly over the month after seasonal adjustment. Initial claims
are back to normal levels, while continued claims are still about 25 percent higher than before the recession. Along with
the 3,700 continued claimants, another 1,800 received Emergency Unemployment Compensation. These numbers don’t
include county residents filing claims in Oregon; including those claimants would likely boost the totals in the
neighborhood of 40 percent.
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Cowlitz County

The Cowlitz County labor market crawled another inch upward in January, but still has a lot of ground to make up.
Seasonally-adjusted nonfarm employment rose by 100 jobs, due to a pickup in hiring in business services. The county has
added about 700 jobs since hitting bottom two years ago, and remains about 2,500 jobs below its mid-2007 peak.

Unadjusted employment fell by 600 jobs Cow itz County Nonfarm Employment, Seasonally Adjusted
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slightly over the month, while continued
claims inched downward. Over the past year, both have drifted lower, moving closer to pre-recession levels. There were
over 1,200 county residents filing continued claims, and over 600 receiving Emergency Unemployment Compensation.

Wahkiakum County

Wahkiakum County Nonfarm Employment, Seasonally Adjusted
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Unemployment remained high at 12.9
percent—no real improvement over the previous January. An estimated 190 county residents were unemployed. Initial
unemployment claims continued to trend at about 25 a month, as they have for more than a year. Continued claims
declined for the fourth month in a row, also back on the trend of 40 per month. Another 18 county residents received
Emergency Unemployment Compensation.
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