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•Shoreline Master 
Program 



“…prevent the 
inherent harm in  
an uncoordinated 
and piecemeal 
development of the 
state’s shorelines.”  

RCW 90.58.020 

Shoreline Management Act of 1971 
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35+ Years of Shoreline Management 

the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) was passed by Legislature in 1971 in response to a citizen initiative to protect shoreline resources 

The intent  of the Act is “to prevent the inherent harm in the piecemeal and uncoordinated development of states shorelines”

SMA provides an overarching framework of goals and policies 

SMA sets up a process for permitting development in shorelines

Implementation of the SMA is through local Shoreline Master Programs, developed and adopted locally, approved and adopted by state (Ecology) 




Foster reasonable 
and appropriate 
uses 

Policy Goals of the Act 

Protect natural 
resources 

Promote public 
access 
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Policy goals of the Shoreline Management Act – has emphasized and continues to emphasize

	–water dependent uses, 
	- environmental protection, and 
	- public access – visual & physical



What Is a Shoreline 
Master Program? 

• A planning document 
• A set of regulations 
• An administrative  
 framework 
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A long-range plan that defines goals and policies for shoreline development consistent with the Comprehensive Plan
A set of regulations governing shoreline use, i.e., what kinds of land use and activities can go where and how high, how far back from water
A framework for permit review and approval as well as enforcing regulations




Where does the SMA apply? 
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Regulated shoreline is the waterbody plus upland areas 200-feet from OHWM
Plus associated wetlands 
Plus the floodway
Plus that portion of the 100-year floodplain within 200 feet of the floodway

 




Countywide SMP 

areas  
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No Net Loss 
• Post-development 

functions at least equal to 
pre-development functions 
 

– Regulate uses 
 

– Avoid development impacts 
 

– Mitigate unavoidable impacts 
 

– Consider cumulative effects 
of development 
 

• Develop plans to restore  
ecological functions  
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Getting to ‘No Net Loss’
Achieve legislative mandates for no net loss of shoreline ecological functions and values
Baseline conditions established by Inventory & Characterization Analysis
Establsih goals & policies to protect ecological resources
Regulations to reduce impacts to resources
Mitigation for project impacts
Include public investments as part of restoration plan
Adaptive management






GMA and SMA 
• Shoreline management 

is 14th goal of GMA 

• SMP regulates critical 
areas in shoreline 
jurisdiction 

• Shoreline regulations 
must protect at least as 
well as critical areas 
regulations 
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Local Management Concerns
Maintaining viable salmonid habitat 
Buffers
Water quality 
Residential development 
Fish access
Recreation
 

General SMP Provisions
Archeological and historic resources
Critical areas
Flood hazard reduction   
Public access
Vegetation conservation
Water quality




1. Revise the composition of the Shoreline 
Management Committee; 

2. Create a substantial development permit 
exemption for retrofitting existing structures to 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act; and 

3. Add new state requirements for dock 
construction and floating on-water 
residences. 

Proposed Changes: 
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Resources 
 

•Ecology’s 
•Citizens Guide to Shoreline Master Programs 
•SMP overview, frequently asked questions,  
•find your local program 
•Shoreline blog 

•Shoreline Planners Toolbox 
•Data and Information 
•Planning Process 

•Ecology’s regional planners 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/ecyhome.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/citizen.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sma/public/index.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/faqs.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/status.html
http://ecologywa.blogspot.com/search/label/shorelines
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/toolbox.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sma/data/index.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/toolbox.html%23Process
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sma/contacts/regional.html


Questions? 



Thank you! 
 
   Gary Albrecht, Community Planning 
   (360) 397-2280 x4318 
   gary.albrecht@clark.wa.gov 
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