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Students staying on trend: 
Clockwise from top left: 1. working with the latest green materials, 2. Helping out the Environmental 

Center with their Cob-built bench, 3. Students attending an NKBA Meeting,  
4. Expertly-crafted construction documents. 

 



Design for Accessibility and Aging in Place 
Certificate implemented in 2010 as a response to market trends and the 

Boomer generation and a focus on Universal Design 
 



“the Boomers got the kitchen out of the back 
of the house…” 



the Boomer generation is adding 
accessibility to the residential design 

landscape… 



Build for universal can often mean 
marketable, affordable luxury. 

“future proof” your client’s kitchen with removable 
base cabinets under sinks and cooktops  

Wall oven & cooktop combination over a conventional 
range 
gives clients the ability to have customized fuel – and 
better control over their cooking options. 



the Boomer generation is adding 
accessibility to the residential design 

landscape… 

Drawer storage is easier for  
everyone.  Most kitchens with 
designed by a kitchen 
designer 
no longer have conventional 
base cabinets without some 
type of drawer insert. 



the Boomer generation is adding 
accessibility to the residential design 

landscape… 

Curb-less showers are a luxurious bathing 
option, and providing a seat completes 
an accessible shower. 
 
 
Add radiant-heat under the adjacent tile 
floor 
for a toasty bathing experience. 



It is estimated that approximately 10,000 
Americans turn 65 each day 

Source: Vincent GK, “The Next Four Decades” US Census 
Bureau, May 2010; “Baby Boomers Retire” Pew Research Center. 
 



More affluent Seniors are moving to the 
edges of the country…good for Vancouver 

Source: Vincent GK, “The Next Four Decades” US Census 
Bureau, May 2010; “Baby Boomers Retire” Pew Research Center. 
 



This generation has the most disposable 
income but is not marketed to… 

Source: “Introducing Boomers: Marketing’s Most Valuable 
Generation”  
Nielsen and BoomAgers, Aug. 2013 
 



Source: “The US Housing Stock: Ready for Renewal”, Joint 
Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University,  Jan. 2013 
 



NKBA planning guidelines increase 
accessibility in kitchens and bathrooms 



Goal of PCC: 
designers partnered with builders and 

developers 

working with a designer who is sensitive  
to all abilities and ages provides builders 
opportunities for advantages over others in the 
industry. 





This project responded to 
the  
urban in-fill that is so 
popular in Portland right 
now. 
 
Better access to 
transportation and services 
than most suburbs. 
 
Better walk-score 
 
 
But: stairs & skinny foot 
print 
 
 



Students were given these 
base plans to work with. 
 
Concepts of: 
 
Future proofing: at leas 
frame for a lift 
 
Large staircase, 3’-0” 
minimum to accommodate a 
chair lift later 
 
 
 
 
Open plans to work with the 
skinny space. 
 
 





 
 
 

Shower with bench, tub with large “sitting” 
surround.  A lot of space 

 



 
 
 

Students design custom cabinetry for 
collections 

 









This ranch-style home is 
more typical of what people 
think when they think 
“aging in place” or 
“accessibility”: all on one 
floor. 
 
However, this house has a 
entrance that is 3’-0” above 
the yard. 
 
Garage offers opportunity 
for ADU [accessory dwelling 
unit] for caregiver if needed 
 
This home is in the suburbs. 
Lower walk-score than urban 
Portland, but near bus/ 
transportation. 
 
 







Aging in Place Best Practices for Designers 
 
Listen Carefully 
 
Take courses in Gerontology 
 
Future Proof 
 
Leave room 
 
Consider belongings 
 
But consider: function can follow form 
 
Meaning:  beautiful design CAN drive accessible design and vice 
versa. 
 
Know your numbers: prices and options 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
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