
SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON 

Flu vaccinations keep individuals healthy, however 
they have a much larger impact on keeping your 
community healthy. In the next column, you will 
find a breakdown of statistics gathered from an 
ALF that did not implement the necessity of flu vac-
cinations within their community. As a result, the 
community’s staff and residents encountered the 
high cost of medications for those affected by the 
flu, as well as the expense of the extra staffing 
hours it took to gain control of the influenza out-
break within the community.  Besides the two con-
firmed cases, no other residents or staff became ill 
with influenza-like illness during the outbreak .  
The ALF plans to require and will provide flu vac-
cinations for all staff for the upcoming flu season.  

 100+ residents in ALF 
 2 residents with lab-confirmed influenza  
 (Control measures implemented by Clark 

County Public Health)    
 50 staff approximately  
 26 had been vaccinated for flu (~52% cover-

age) 
 24 unvaccinated staff received 48 bottles of 

Tamiflu prophylaxis from CCPH stock (or 
faced exclusion x14 days ) 

 6+ hours of ALF admin time to document 
immunization status of staff and manage 
staff prophylaxis distribution 

 20+ hours of ALF staff time to obtain prophy 
Rx for residents (high cost for many of resi-
dents) 

 12+ hours of CCPH staff time to organize 
and distribute Tamiflu prophylaxis to staff 
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H A I  TA S K  F O RC E  

L O O K I N G  B A C K :   
In August, the HAI Taskforce met at ManorCare for a 
workshop on Viral Gastro-enteritis (VGE) warding.  At-
tendees were able to see the identified warding areas & 
learn about the process & procedures for approved ward-
ing through the Clark County Health Department.  Jen 
Leger, RN, MS Infection control Practitioner from Legacy 
Salmon Creek presented  updated CDC guidelines for the 
prevention of catheter-associated urinary tract infections 
(CAUTI).  Check out our web-site for more information. 

HAI WEB SITE: 

http://www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/hai/workgroup.html 

HAI VGE link: 
http://www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/hai/documents/
Norovirus 2013.pdf 

L O O K I N G  A H E A D :  
The next HAI meeting is  September 24, 2014 at 2:00 pm 
at Discovery Nursing & Rehabilitation Center– 5220 N.E. 
Hazel Dell Vancouver, WA 98663 360-693-1474.  Please 
join us for a presentation from Catherine Kroll MPH, CPH 
Infection Preventionist, Quality and Patient Safety at 
Peace Health Southwest Medical Center about flu vaccine 
compliance.  Catherine & Dave Brantley, RN BSN Director 
of Nursing at ManorCare will also be sharing with the 
group an HAI presentation made at WSHA.  Flu shot tool 
kits will also be available in print for anyone who would 
like one.  Hope to see you there! 



Join the HAI group & community partners in participat-
ing in efforts to vaccinate health-care workers.  We 
have a comprehensive tool-kit available on our web-
site as well as other useful resources.  Let’s work to-
gether to ensure a healthy community! 
 
HAI flu link: 
http://www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/healthworker/
toolkit.html 
  
For additional information on influenza, please visit 
the CDC web-site at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/disease.htm 
 

RESOURCES AT YOUR FINGER TIPS!  

HAI MISSION STATEMENT: 

OUR MISSION IS TO DECREASE THE INCIDENCE OF HEALTHCARE-ASSOCIATED INFEC-
TION S AND IMPROVE THE HEALTHCARE OUTCOMES BY ENHANCING COMMUNICA-

TION BETWEEN HEALTHCARE FACILITIES AND WORKING TO INCREASE HEALTHCARE 

WORKER IMMUNIZATION RATES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING:  

SEPTEMBER 24, 2014 ~2:00 PM AT DISCOVERY NURSING & REHAB 

5220 N.E. Hazel Dell Avenue Vancouver, WA 98663 ~ 360-693-1474 

YEAR NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES  

VACCINATED 

TOTAL NUMBER OF  

EMPLOYEES 

PERCENT VACCINATED 

2013-2014 4909 5387 91.1% 

2012-2013 5674 6515 87.1% 
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