
February 25 
Truman Neighborhood Association General Meeting 

6:30-8:00 pm at the American Legion Hall Smith Reynolds Post #14, 
4607 NE St. James Road 

 Erica Heartquist from The Free Clinic of Southwest Washington at the Parsley 
Center will speak about services for people with no or low income and those who 
do not have health insurance or state medical assistance.  (See article on page 3) 

 Theresa David-Turner and Andrea Sperry, Principal and Assistant Principal respec-
tively, of Truman Elementary School will share what is happening at the school 
and ways our neighbors might consider volunteering.  Candice Waters the PTA 
President at Truman School will also be our guest. 

 Susan Knable with Vancouver Public Schools’ Communication Office will speak 
about the upcoming VPS Patron Tour. 

 Our CCSO liaison deputy will share happenings in the Truman neighborhood and 
is always willing to answer your questions. 

 We will be electing our Truman Council at this meeting.  We have openings for 
any neighbor who is interested in serving on our Truman Council.  If you are inter-
ested, contact trumanneighborhood@gmail.com or Barb at 360-695-7430 to ad-
vise us so you can be included on the ballot.  

May 26 
Truman Neighborhood Association General Meeting 

Same time and location as the February meeting. 

June 
Annual King’s Pond Cleanup 

To be held 9:00 am-12:00 pm on a Saturday in June, date to be determined. 

July 22 & 23 
Our 4th Annual Truman Neighborhood Garage Sale 

9:00-4:00 pm each day.  You may choose to participate one or both days.  Watch for 
more information in our May newsletter. 

September 11 
4th Annual Truman Neighborhood Community BBQ at Truman Elementary School 

A fun afternoon for the entire family, from 4:00-5:30 pm 

September 17 
Clark County Sheriff's Office Public Safety Complex Open House 

12:00-4:00 pm at the Fairgrounds West Precinct. Truman Neighborhood is an active 
sponsor of this yearly family event.  

October 27 
Truman Neighborhood Association General Meeting 

Same time and location as the February meeting.  Last meeting of the calendar year. 
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"Let's keep this neighborhood together" February 2016 

We welcome new people to our 
council.  These are volunteer posi-
tions. Feel free to contact any of 
the council members for details.  

mailto:trumanneighborhood@gmail.com


A REPORT FROM THE CITIZEN ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING ON DECEMBER 3, 2015 

By Barbara Cabe 

As a member of the Clark County Sheriff's Office Citizen Advisory 
Board, I have the privilege of representing the Truman neighbor-
hood at monthly meetings.  We as neighborhood representa-
tives meet with the Commanders of Central and West Precinct 
of the Clark County Sheriff's Office and others from different 
Clark County neighborhoods. We share concerns in our neigh-
borhoods and are able to hear from people who serve in numer-
ous capacities in our community, not just the Clark County Sher-
iff's Office.  The month of December our Liaison Deputy Kevin 
Schmidt, who is also one of their firearms instructors, provided 
us with a S.I.R.T. (Shot Indicating Resetting Trigger Training Pis-
tol) presentation.  This training pistol was developed by shooters 
for shooters to complement, not replace, the live fire training.  It 
is used for developing the basics of trigger control, sight align-
ment, breath control, movement, muscle memory and tech-
niques you can then apply to the live fire pistols.  It has dual la-
sers.  The green and red laser gives the instructors immediate 
feedback on the shooter’s follow-through making this a safe, 
effective and innovative training tool.   

We were given the opportunity to hold the pistol and shoot at 
the targets after the presentation.  We also learned the proper 
techniques in holding the pistol and how to aim it at the targets.  
After the presentation we held a lengthy discussion on situation-
al safety issues regarding active shooters.   

Do you have your plan A or plan B in place?  Do you know what 
you would do in such a situation?  Are you aware of your sur-
roundings?  Here is an excellent video provide by the FBI on 
three things you can do to help keep you safe should you en-
counter such a situation.  

www.fbi.gov/about-us/office-of-partner-engagement/active-
shooter-incidents/run-hide-fight-video 

Thank you to the Clark County 
Sheriff's Office and Deputy Kevin 
Schmidt for a most interesting 
meeting! 

SHERIFF CHUCK ATKINS AND SGT. ALEX SCHOENING 
SPEAK AT OUR OCTOBER TRUMAN MEETING 

By Barbara Cabe 

One of the hot topics at our meeting was "speeding," which con-
tinues to plague our neighborhood as many other areas in Clark 
County.  They spoke about the speed trailer which has been 
posted at different times within the Truman area.  The hope is 
that when drivers see they are speeding on the trailer display 
they will slow down in the area.  The results from the speed 
trailer are collected and reports are generated with the results.  
It's no surprise our Truman neighborhood has its share of speed-
ers. Interestingly enough they said those who are caught speed-
ing usually live within the neighborhood.   The area on the west 
and south sides of Truman School seem to be the most abused 
areas.  Reserve deputies are commonly used for traffic enforce-
ment issues and do not respond to 911 calls.  Deputy Bob Byrd 
has monitored our area in the past and has an excellent record 
in traffic enforcement.   

There was much discussion regarding the aging jail facility and 
mental health of the jail inmates and the problem of how to 
provide a safe environment for inmates and employees.  The 
Sheriff's Office is working with public health, mental health and 
social services to find alternative methods to help the mentally 
ill in Clark County.  A new jail is needed with studies on rebuild-
ing, adding on and limitations of the site.  There are 400 beds 
available but at the time of our meeting there were 700 jail in-
mates and 200 at the county work center.  The plan is to have an 
entry area that routes mentally ill detainees apart from the de-
tainees who exhibit normal behavior. The jail is operated by the 
Sheriff's Office and it provides services to both the City of Van-
couver and Clark County.   

Staffing continues to be a problem in all three branches of the 
CCSO and patrol, civil and custody branches are his major con-
cern.  Currently, staffing per 1000 residents is at an all time low.  
They have implemented some changes in the hiring process in-
cluding the newly implemented online application which is avail-
able year round.  They have hired 44 people in the last 10 
months.   

Homelessness is a big problem in Clark County but panhandling 
and camping ordinances in the county help to curb the problem 
somewhat.  The City of Vancouver has repealed their panhan-
dling ordinance and this has increased the homeless numbers 
within the city limits.  It can't help but spill over into areas of the 
county.  There was also discussion of the number of school chil-
dren who are homeless and the numbers have increased.  We 
also hear the same thing from the Principal at Truman Elemen-
tary School. 

https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/office-of-partner-engagement/active-shooter-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/office-of-partner-engagement/active-shooter-incidents/run-hide-fight-video


Neighborhood associations are volunteer groups and not agents of Clark County government.  Newsletter information and views 
are solely those of the neighborhood association and not of Clark County. Clark County Public Information and Outreach Office 
supports these volunteers by printing and distributing their newsletters.  

FROM ERICA HEARTQUIST AT THE FREE CLINIC OF 

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON,  

OUR FEBRUARY MEETING SPEAKER 

The Free Clinic of Southwest Washington has been in Clark 
County for 25 years helping the underinsured and uninsured. If 
you can believe it, eight percent of Clark County is still uninsured 
- that’s more than 38,700 people. Fifteen percent of adults in 
Clark County elect not to visit the doctor due to cost and many 
told us they would have gone to an emergency room, not seek 
care, or would not have known where to go, if not for the Free 
Clinic. Our clinic provides urgent medical care, dental care and 
medication assistance, preventive dental services for children, 
vision, immunizations, health screenings, sports physicals and 
short-term diabetes care. We rely on nearly 600 volunteer doc-
tors and other medical professionals to thrive and help those 
who need us here in southwest Washington. 

HOW DO WE BEGIN TO THANK THOSE WHO 

DONATED TO THE TRUMAN  

HOLIDAY HELPING HANDS PROJECT? 
By Barbara Cabe 

We are so happy to report that our Truman Holiday Helping 
Hands Project was a huge success.  Due to the generosity of our 
Truman neighbors we were able to buy the needed winter 
clothes for students who did not have a coat, warm boots, 
gloves, hats, sock, sweaters, and warm scarves.  We helped to 
put a smile on eight Truman students this past holiday.  We 
thank Truman counselor Natalie Anderson for helping us to see 
what the needs were.  It was so much fun for all of us to shop 
for these students.  Our thanks to Cherryl, Lori, Terri, Shalyn, 
Kelly and Barb for giving their time to shop for this worthy 
cause.  It is our hope to continue this holiday tradition in part-
nership with Truman Elementary School in the years to come. 

Our Truman Council and Truman neighborhood would like to thank Mark Erickson and 
Lori Williams for their contributions of time and talents in serving on our Truman 

Council for the past several years.  They have always brought such a great perspective 
when it came to ideas and decisions we have had to deal with over the years.  We will 
truly miss their day-to-day involvement.  They have assured us they will still continue 
to stay involved with our neighborhood events; they just do not have the time they 

need to stay on the council.  We’ll still be seeing them around! 



DO YOU HAVE A LITTLE TIME TO DONATE TO 

GRAFFITI CLEAN UP ALONG SR 500 SOUND WALL? 

We are in desperate need of one or two Truman neighbors to 
volunteer from time to time removing graffiti along the SR 500 
sound wall. A couple of friends could sign up together or meet a 
new neighbor.  The Truman volunteer who has previously taken 
care of this vandalism has moved from our neighborhood.  We 
owe him a huge thank you!  Since he took on this project about 
3 years ago we have seen the graffiti drastically reduced along 
SR 500.  He took it upon himself to drive by on a regular basis as 
that was his way to work.  If he saw graffiti he would go remove 
it sometime during that day or as soon as possible.   

This would involve registering with WSDOT as a legitimate vol-
unteer, we would help with that.  They provide the reflective 
vest as well as all the paint.  It would require you to be able to 
maneuver up to the sound barrier wall to remove the graffiti and 
occasionally elsewhere on state routes if you are able.  It would 
be most helpful if you have a paint sprayer with a generator to 
use unless a neighbor on the other side of the wall would allow 
us to plug into their power source.  The wall is very difficult to 
paint with brushes or roller as it is dimpled.   It would be nice to 
have two volunteers so it would be possible to trade off if it was 
not a convenient time for you to remove the graffiti. 

At the present time you might have noticed a VERY LARGE 
amount of graffiti on the north wall of 500 between St. Johns 
and Falk Road.  It has been there some time so we would like to 
get this going ASAP.  Please email us at trumanneighbor-
hood@gmail.com or call Barb at 360-695-7430 to volunteer or 
ask or inquire further.  We would very grateful if one or two 
neighbors were to volunteer! 

TRUMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL & NEIGHBORHOOD 

 CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE PROBLEMS  

WITH GRAFFITI 

Once again we ask you to be proactive in removing graffiti on 
your property or that of your neighbors.  The Clark County Sher-
iff's Office strongly believes the sooner graffiti is removed the 
chances of it reappearing are much lower.  If you are unable to 
remove it, either by power washing or painting, perhaps ask a 
neighbor to help you.   If this is not possible, please let us know 
by calling 360-695-7430 or emailing us at trumancrime-
watch@gmail.com.  We may be able to provide some assis-
tance. 

Truman Elementary School has been experiencing a serious 
problem with young vandals targeting the school.  We are work-
ing with the school and their security people to help monitor the 
trespassing at nighttime at Truman School.  If you are a neighbor 
who lives on property adjoining the school, please call 911 to 
report this type of activity.  We would appreciate your help in 
this fighting this criminal activity.  Please keep a lookout for this, 
especially at night.  

Neighborhood associations are volunteer groups and not agents of Clark County government.  Newsletter information and views 
are solely those of the neighborhood association and not of Clark County. Clark County Public Information and Outreach Office 
supports these volunteers by printing and distributing their newsletters.  

mailto:trumancrimewatch@gmail.com
mailto:trumancrimewatch@gmail.com


NEW VANCOUVER FIRE STATIONS 

You may not be aware that the Truman neighborhood is served by Fire Station 2 located at 400 E. 37th Street.   It is a little confus-
ing since the fire station is located within city limits and not in unincorporated Clark County.  It is being relocated to the Southwest 
corner of Norris Road and Fourth Plain Boulevard with a projected construction time frame of July 2016 with completion approxi-
mately August 2017.   

In 2016, the City of Vancouver will move two of its existing fire stations, Station 1 (currently located at 900 W. Evergreen Blvd.) and 
Station 2 (currently located at 400 E. 37th St.), to new locations in order to improve service and response times. 
In August 2014, the City completed a Long Range Facility Plan for Fire Stations 1 and 2. After studying whether these two stations 
should be repaired, replaced or moved, it was determined that the City would be best served by rebuilding and moving both fire 
stations to improve response times to the highest call volume area along the E. Fourth Plain Boulevard corridor, between Main 
Street and St. Johns Boulevard. Relocating the stations also will maximize the efficiency of coverage from all four stations in the 
southwest part of the city. 

In 2015, the City acquired two pieces of property along the Fourth Plain corridor for the fire stations. Fire Station 1 will be moved 
to 2607 Main St. (on the northeast corner of E. Fourth Plain Boulevard). Fire Station 2 will be moved to a location on Norris Road, 
just south of E. Fourth Plain Boulevard. The City expects to start construction on both stations in 2016. For more information about 
the studies that were completed, please visit www.cityofvancouver.us/vfdfuture. 

Project Update - Fall 2015 

The City has developed Schematic Designs (30% drawings) 
for both Fire Station 1 & 2 based upon the selected building 
concept design. The design team consisting of Mackenzie 
Engineering, Vancouver Fire Department staff, and City Pro-
ject Management staff has worked closely over the past 
several months to develop concepts and the drawings by 
first focusing on the operation need of the Fire Department 
and then on the aesthetics and secondary services. The de-
sign teams efforts were supported in part by a committee of 
Fire Fighters that has been engaged throughout the process 
to provide input and feedback as concepts and drawings 
progressed. The public was also engaged through two sepa-
rate public outreach meetings which helped shape the exte-
rior look and material uses. The next phase of the design 
process will be to further develop the drawings for permit 
review 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/citycouncil/page/addressing-future-fireems-services-facilities-vancouver


TAX SCAMS SPIKE DURING FILING 
SEASON 

With tax season in full swing, the Better Busi-
ness Bureau Northwest warns of new twists 
on tax scams hammering local consumers. 

According to the BBB Scam Tracker, tax scams 
ranked at the top nationally in 2015 with more than 2,000 re-
ports out of 10,000 reported. The Internal Revenue Service says 
consumers lost more than $23 million over the past three years 
to impostors posing as federal agents tricking victims into mak-
ing false tax payments. 

The Better Business Bureau reminds consumers to be wary of 
unsolicited phone calls, emails or letters purported to be from 
the IRS or any official-sounding government agency. The IRS will 
not call to demand payment, ask for financial information over 
the phone or require that taxes be paid by a certain method. 
Watch for these following scams: 

 Impostor Scams: Scammers pose as IRS agents and instill
fear in victims by demanding money or threatening jail time.
Fraudsters will spoof phone numbers so that the call ap-
pears to be coming from the IRS or local law enforcement.
There’s been some cases where cons obtain a victim’s per-
sonal information, adding credence to the demand for mon-
ey.

 Tax Relief Scams:  Watch for deceptive advertisements
claiming to greatly reduce a person’s tax liability. Scammers
will use official looking IRS notices or websites to sway peo-
ple into paying unnecessary money or divulging private and
personal information

 ID theft: Scammers use stolen personal information, social
security numbers and falsified W-2 information to file fraud-
ulent tax returns in the victim’s name. In some cases,
thieves stole W-2’s out of unsecured mailboxes.

This tax season, the BBB recommends consumers take the fol-
lowing precautions. 

 E-file only from secure computers. Make sure anti-virus
software is up-to-date. Never use public Wi-Fi to file tax
returns.

 Don’t file taxes from a link in an email.

 Mail tax returns from the post office or a secure mailbox.

 Shred old tax returns. Income tax returns and worksheets
should be kept for seven years from the filing date.

Know your tax preparer. Find ones you can trust at bbb.org. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO FILE A COM-
PLAINT, go to bbb.org, FTC.gov or the IRS.gov.

FAKE CONTRACTORS PREY ON 
HOMEOWNERS  

WITH SEASONAL CONS 

How the Scam Works: 
You answer the door, and it's a "handyman." 
He says that he's been hired by the neighbors 
to clean the chimney, install storm windows, 

rake the leaves or perform another seasonal service. He claims 
that he can give you a discount price because he is already work-
ing in the neighborhood. 
You need the work done, so you take him up on the offer. He 
asks for a partial payment upfront, and he will return the next 
day after he finishes the neighbor's job. However, he takes the 
money and is never seen again.  
In another version of the scam, the contractor will arrive and 
perform the service. But in doing so, he finds a "major problem" 
that needs to be fixed immediately. And of course, he's perfectly 
suited to perform the expensive repair.  
How to Protect Yourself from Contractor Scams:  
Contractor scams appear when homeowners have the most 
work to do: after major storms and during the change of sea-
sons. Follow these tips when hiring someone to work on your 
home.  

 Work with local businesses: Make sure the contractor has
appropriate identification that tells you it's a legitimate
company versus a fly-by-night operator. Things like perma-
nent lettering on trucks, uniforms, printed invoice and esti-
mate sheets, business cards, physical addresses, land line
phones, etc. are all signs of an established business.

 Check references: Get references from several past custom-
ers. Get both older references (at least a year old) so you
can check on the quality of the work and newer references
so you can make sure current employees are up to the task.

 Check BBB.org: BBB Business Reviews are more than just a
grade. You can also read past complaints from customers,
find out about licensing and government actions, and more.

 Make sure it's legal: Confirm that any business being con-
sidered for hire is licensed and registered to do work in your
area. Also, if in doubt, request proof of a current insurance
certificate from a contractor's insurance company.

 Get it in writing: And always be sure to get a written con-
tract with the price, materials and timeline. The more detail,
the better.

 Watch for "red flags": Say no to cash-only deals, high-
pressure sales tactics, and on-site inspections. Don't allow
someone in your home or on your roof until you have had a
chance to thoroughly check them out.

For More Information 
To find out more about other scams, check out the Better Busi-
ness Bureau’s Scam Tracker site at  www.bbb.org/scamtracker. 

https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker/us
https://www.irs.gov/uac/IRS-Urges-Public-to-Stay-Alert-for-Scam-Phone-Calls
http://www.bbb.org/
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources


Neighborhood associations are volunteer groups and not agents of Clark County government.  Newsletter information and views 
are solely those of the neighborhood association and not of Clark County. Clark County Public Information and Outreach Office 
supports these volunteers by printing and distributing their newsletters.  

RECYCLING TIPS 

Film Plastics 

In an effort to recycle as much as possible, many people mistak-
enly put their plastic bags in their recycling carts.  Unfortunately, 
plastic bags and other types of fill plastics do more harm than 
good when disposed of in this way. 

Plastic bags, shrink wrap, bubble wrap and other types of 
"stretchy" film plastic easily tangle in the machinery that is 
meant to sort recyclables into separate categories.  This slows 
efficiency of the facility as the machines have to be shut down to 
allow workmen to climb in and cut out the bags with box 
cutters.   This material accounts for at least a 25% reduction in 
efficiency. 

So what should I do with them? 

First and foremost, try to eliminate plastic film from your life as 
much as possible by taking your own reusable bags to the gro-
cery store, reusing bubble wrap, and trying to reduce the 
amount of plastic film you buy in general. 

Reuse and Recycling:  Plastic bags can be reused in your home 
(e.g. as waste basket liners or doggy poo scooper bags).  Any 
bags you don't reuse can be properly recycled by placing them in 
the receptacles found near the front of most grocery stores.  
This ensures they will be recycled with other materials of the 
same kind and not have a chance to choke recycling sort ma-
chinery. 

For more information go to www.wcnorthwest.com 

Recycling Hints 

Plastic bags or wrappers do NOT belong in the blue recycle roll 
carts.  Neither do veggie trays or lids, plastic bubble packaging, 
or just about anything which is plastic (other than plastic bottles 
with a neck and cottage cheese/yogurt tubs).  Plastic bags get 
caught in the sorting machine forcing it to be stopped and the 
plastic bags removed.  This costs you money!  

Frozen food packaging does NOT belong in the blue recycle roll 
carts either.  Boxes for frozen or refrigerated food is treated 
with a chemical named "wet strength" which keeps the card-
board from disintegrating when it gets wet.  That chemical 
makes the cardboard extremely difficult to recycle so put cold-
food packaging in the garbage. 

Additionally Styrofoam packaging and food containers do NOT 
belong in the blue recycle roll carts. Kleenex and paper towels 
do NOT belong in there either. 

What DOES belong in the blue roll cart?  Paper egg cartons, 
newspapers, aluminum cans, catalogues, junk mail, rinsed food 
cans, cardboard, plastic containers with a neck (please remove 
the lid and squish), magazines, phone books, paper bags, cereal 
boxes, milk cartons, empty aerosol cans (please remove the 
plastic nozzle), scrap metal, etc. 

Glass goes in the old bin that was used for glass - the green one 
if you have a choice, but the brown or cream one is okay too. 

Shredded paper can be put in the blue recycle roll cart but 
please first put it in a paper bag and staple the bag shut so the 
little frou-frous of paper don't escape. 

You do not Have to set out your cart every service day - you may 
prefer to set it out only when it is full or mostly full. 

Article courtesy of Jean Kent 2/12 
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Truman Neighborhood is on Facebook.   If 
you are aware of a local event in our neigh-
borhood or want to share what’s happening 
around in your area, this is your chance.  

Sign up to be added to our Truman Crime Watch email list by emailing 
trumancrimewatch@gmail.com.  Your email address is protected. 




