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Introduction 

Clean Water Program 

The Clark County Department of Environmental Services administers the Clean Water 
Program to protect surface water and groundwater resources from polluted storm runoff and 
to coordinate compliance with state and federal water pollution laws. Primary 
responsibilities of this stormwater management program include planning and building 
stormwater control facilities, water quality monitoring of stormwater runoff and streams, 
public education and outreach, development and enforcement of water quality regulations, 
coordination with other municipalities and maintenance of the county’s stormwater system. 
 
As the county’s population continues to increase, Clark County is committed to responsible 
stormwater management to keep our waterways clean for people, fish, and wildlife. 
Unfortunately, many past drainage and stormwater management practices and regulations 
have proven inadequate to prevent stormwater runoff impacts to streams and groundwater, 
and thousands of developed acres in Clark County currently contribute to problems in 
streams, lakes and rivers. 
 
The primary means of controlling runoff from areas of new growth and for fixing problems 
caused by uncontrolled runoff from existing developed areas is by expanding and improving 
the stormwater management infrastructure. 
 

Stormwater Impacts and Solutions 

Impacts of stormwater runoff on surface water are 
well-documented and widespread. In Clark County, 
runoff contributes to impaired stream health, 
diminished fish populations, and degraded habitat 
conditions. These impacts have been observed in 
the 2010 Clark County Stream Health Report, the 
2010 Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery and Fish 
& Wildlife Subbasin Plan, and the Washington 
Department of Ecology’s statewide list of impaired 
water bodies.  
 
Stormwater runoff impacts water bodies in two 
critical ways: water quality and water quantity.  
 
Stormwater runoff from roads, fields, rooftops, 
parking lots, and yards carries with it a variety of 
pollutants deposited by everyday activities. 
Fertilizers, oil, grease, heavy metals, pesticides, 
chemicals, soil, and animal wastes all can make 
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their way to water bodies in stormwater runoff. These pollutants degrade stream water 
quality, posing risks to both human health and stream life.  
 
Hard surfaces and cleared areas increase the amount and speed of runoff flowing into 
streams. The result often is streams that have too much flow during storms, and too little 
flow during non-storm periods. Left unchecked, this situation leads to increased erosion 
during storms, decreased habitat quality, and negative impacts to groundwater recharge, 
stream life and overall water quality. 
 
Keeping existing stormwater facilities in good repair, updating old facilities, constructing 
new projects to remove pollutants or slow down runoff, planting trees, preserving intact 
forested or streamside habitats, and rehabilitating stream channels are ways Clark County 
can help limit the impacts of stormwater runoff. These activities and projects all are part of 
the county’s Stormwater Capital Program. 

 

Regulatory Requirements Summary 

Clark County selects projects for the Stormwater Capital Program based on environmental 
factors as well as to meet regulatory requirements stemming from federal and state laws. 
The Clean Water Act’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) 
municipal stormwater permit program and Washington’s state water pollution laws provide 
regulatory objectives. 

NPDES PERMIT  –  S5.C.6.  STRUCTURAL  STORMWATER 

CONTROLS  

The NPDES Permit requires the county to have a program to construct structural stormwater 
controls to prevent or reduce impacts to waters of the state caused by discharges from the 
municipal separate storm sewer system, often referred to as the MS4. Projects include flow 
control facilities, water quality treatment facilities, facilities to trap sediment, retrofits of 
existing facilities, and property acquisition to provide water quality or flow control benefits. 
Other recognized means of reducing impacts include riparian habitat acquisition and 
restoration of forest in upland areas or in riparian buffers.  
 

CHAPTER  173‐218  WAC  – UNDERGROUND INJECTION  

CONTROL  (UIC) PROGRAM 

Pursuant to Chapter 90.48 RCW, the state’s requirements for stormwater infiltration wells 
may drive capital improvements if the county finds systems that pose a threat to 
groundwater quality.  
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NPDES PERMIT  S5.C.5  –  CONTROLLING  RUNOFF  FROM NEW 

DEVELOPMENT, REDEVELOPMENT  AND CONSTRUCTION  SITES   

The NPDES Permit requires the county to have a program to prevent and control the impacts 
of runoff from new development, redevelopment, and construction activities. The program 
must apply to all development activity, including county projects such as roads and parks. 
The program must enforce development regulations that provide protection equivalent to the 
minimum requirements, thresholds, and definitions in Appendix 1 of the NPDES Phase I 
Municipal Stormwater permit and the design standards in the Stormwater Management 
Manual for Western Washington. 
 
As allowed by the NPDES Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit, Clark County elected to 
adopt an alternate and equally protective method of achieving the Permit’s flow control 
requirements for development and redevelopment sites (referred to as development 
projects). Clark County developed an alternate approach to apply the NPDES Permit’s flow 
control standard that utilizes both development regulations and a capital program to meet the 
requirement to control duration of erosive flows to historic rates.  
 

Stormwater Capital Program Local Framework 

POLICIES  AND  GOALS 

County policies for the stormwater capital program include: 
 Meet the Phase 1 Municipal Stormwater Permit requirements through stormwater 

capital planning and capital construction. 

County goals for stormwater capital projects include: 
 Protect and enhance streams and wetlands in Clark County through planning and 

constructing modifications to the stormwater infrastructure. 
 Minimize the degradation of receiving waters from impacts attributable to stormwater 

runoff in existing developed areas. 
 Maximize public benefits of county-owned land by providing multiple uses, including 

recreation, and by leveraging funding from multiple sources. 
 Provide stormwater facilities for future development and redevelopment. 
 

GUIDING  PRINCIPLES 

In support of county policies and goals, the capital planning process strives to: 
 
 Prioritize projects with the greatest potential to support multiple county programs and 

goals, including local and regional fish recovery, habitat enhancement, and water 
cleanup goals. 

 Ensure a reliable scientific and engineering basis for projects. 
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 Establish that each project in the plan is needed, feasible, and cost-effective. 
 Focus limited resources on the most pressing concerns and the most cost-beneficial 

solutions. 
 Incorporate environmental benefits into needed infrastructure repair projects. 
 Maintain a sufficient list of potential projects to enable replacement of any projects 

that become infeasible, and to take advantage of funding opportunities. 
 

WHAT IS IN THIS PROGRAM 

The remainder of this document includes: 
 

 A description of project types and strategies for implementation 
 A description of the process used to develop the capital program 
 The Six-Year Program Matrix 
 A map and index of projects 
 Project detail sheets 
 



 
 

    5 

 

Project Types  
Stormwater capital projects come in many shapes and sizes, which are grouped into seven 
basic types for evaluation and prioritization purposes. Projects of all types are then 
programmed for implementation under three general program categories described in the 
next section, Program Development.  

CAPITAL  REPAIRS 

Description 
Capital repair projects are stormwater 
facility repair projects costing more than 
$25,000. Repairs of this kind are required 
under the county’s municipal stormwater 
permit; however, due to the often high 
costs associated with repair work, the 
permit does not set a time limit for 
completing these projects. Typical repair 
activities include replacing pipes and flow 
control structures, addressing drainage 
problems, and replacing retaining walls or 
access roads. 

Strategy 
Repairing and maintaining existing infrastructure is a county priority. Routine inspection of 
county stormwater facilities identifies repair needs. Given regulatory requirements and 
funding constraints, Clark County intends to address as many of the existing list of repair 
projects as feasible by 2018.  

WATER QUALITY RETROFITS 

Description 
A retrofit is like a remodel. Water quality retrofits include a variety of modifications to 
existing stormwater infrastructure to add or enhance water quality treatment, including 
installation of cartridge filter systems, conversion of swales to rain gardens or wet ponds, 
and other improvements to stormwater facilities or conveyance systems where water quality 
treatment is either inadequate or can be significantly improved. 

Strategy 
Water quality retrofits typically qualify for the permit-required Structural Stormwater 
Controls program, so a significant annual investment in these projects is expected. Water 
quality retrofits are located primarily in areas that have been urbanized for many years, as  
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these areas were often developed with little or no water quality treatment and contribute 
disproportionately to water quality degradation. The focus is on areas with no treatment, 
followed by those with outdated treatment facilities. 

HYDROLOGY  IMPROVEMENT FACILITIES   

Description 
Hydrology improvement facilities address problems from too much runoff and include new 
facilities, retrofits focused on providing detention or retention of runoff, and structural low 
impact development practices aimed at reducing the volume of runoff. 

Strategy 
Hydrology improvement facilities 
are needed to meet obligations 
accrued under permit condition 
S5.C.5 and the county’s Flow 
Restoration Program. 
  
In addition to S5.C.5 obligations, 
hydrology improvement facilities 
may be used to meet Structural 
Stormwater Control requirements 
and often address significant 
stormwater runoff impacts.  
 
Hydrology improvement facilities 
are focused on urbanizing areas where streams are still in the process of adjusting to 
development and increased runoff. In these areas, increased flow control can slow ongoing 
stream degradation and help promote the eventual recovery of aquatic systems.  
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GROWING  GREEN 

Description 
The Growing Green Program enhances county properties with native vegetation. Intact and 
rehabilitated forested areas provide stormwater benefits because water evaporates from 
foliage, soaks into the ground, or is taken up by vegetation. These projects maximize the 
ecological and stormwater benefits of the properties, supporting numerous local and regional 
environmental goals.  

Strategy 
Growing Green projects provide stormwater benefits that 
often qualify for the Structural Stormwater Controls 
program, so they may be included in stormwater capital 
plans; however, these projects represent only a subset of 
the overall Growing Green program. Projects scheduled 
for 2013 planting are represented in this plan, along with 
continuing maintenance for existing projects. Placeholders 
are included for expected implementation levels in the 
remaining plan years.  
 
Environmental Services is preparing a Growing Green 
Management Plan. As part of that plan, the Clean Water 
Program is evaluating stormwater-related priorities for 
planting projects on county lands. Projects and priorities 
from these efforts will be represented in future Stormwater 
Capital Programs. 

UNDERGROUND  INJECTION  CONTROL (UIC)  RETROFITS 

Description 
UIC Retrofit projects improve stormwater infiltration 
systems that are a demonstrated threat to groundwater 
quality. Improvements typically include the addition of 
upstream treatment devices or the replacement of failing 
infiltration wells with stormwater retention facilities. 

Strategy 
Under requirements in Chapter 90.48 RCW, Clark County 
has identified and registered 2,200 UICs with the 
Washington State Department of Ecology and is currently 
assessing each one’s risk of polluting groundwater. The 
county’s obligation to retrofit failing or at-risk facilities 
begins in 2015. Some UIC retrofit projects may also satisfy 
municipal stormwater permit requirements for the Structural 
Stormwater Controls program. 
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IN‐STREAM HABITAT IMPROVEMENT 

Description 
In-stream Habitat improvement projects typically 
include channel enhancements or stabilization, 
floodplain reconnections, or culvert/fish barrier 
removal. 

Strategy 
Habitat improvement projects are usually very cost-
effective methods to improve stream habitat and 
function where past impacts have been significant. 
Their presence is limited in the capital plan because 
these projects typically do not qualify as Structural 
Stormwater Controls or for use as hydrology 
improvements under the permit. In-stream habitat 
improvement projects often rely on the availability of 
grant funding, or use remaining budget after regulatory 
requirements have been met. 

PROPERTY ACQUISITION FOR STORMWATER BENEFIT 

Description 
Clark County purchases sites with existing high-quality habitat along streams, in wetlands, 
or in forested upland areas. Preservation of these areas provides significant long-term 
watershed benefits, including stormwater control. Property purchases are often costly and 
are dependent on the availability of willing sellers; however, preventing stormwater 
problems before they occur is among the most cost-beneficial means of managing 
stormwater impacts. 

Strategy 
Property acquisitions are prioritized 
and pursued through the county’s 
Legacy Lands program. Current 
anticipated acquisitions are subject to 
future updates of the Conservation 
Areas Acquisition Plan. When 
possible, Clark County seeks to 
leverage stormwater program and 
Conservation Futures funds together. 
 
Acquisition of intact riparian or forest 
habitat often qualifies for the Structural Stormwater Controls program. Property acquisition 
utilizing stormwater funding is usually focused on developing areas where stormwater 
impacts are currently limited but are expected to increase significantly. 
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Program Development 
 
At its core, capital planning is the process of identifying and implementing projects that are 
necessary, feasible, and cost-effective. Planning ensures that stormwater capital projects are 
aligned with the county’s goals and reflect a consistent set of strategies and processes.  

 
The approach to developing the Stormwater Capital Program 2013-2018 included five 
general steps:  
 

1) Project identification 
2) Screening 
3) Scoping 
4) Prioritization 
5) Programming 

 
The final product is a matrix that lists scoped projects and shows Clark County’s plan for 
funding and constructing them over the six years of the capital program. 

PROJECT IDENTIFICATION 

The capital plan considers projects within the entire unincorporated urban area and rural 
Clark County, but focuses on urban and urbanizing areas where stormwater impacts are 
greatest. 
 
Most projects considered for this capital plan were identified through one of three 
mechanisms: the county’s Stormwater Needs Assessment Program (SNAP), stormwater 
facility inspections, and assessment of drywell systems. Additionally, property acquisitions 
were identified through the Legacy Lands program under the Conservation Areas 
Acquisition Plan.  
 
The SNAP is a watershed assessment effort that evaluates the stormwater and surface water 
systems, identifying problems and opportunities that may be addressed through capital 
projects. SNAP was conducted county-wide from 2006-2010.  
 
Routine field inspections of stormwater infrastructure identify the majority of repair 
projects. In addition, stormwater engineers may identify project opportunities while 
conducting regular business such as responding to drainage complaints, evaluating problems 
identified by county road operations crews and looking into projects suggested by members 
of the public.  
 
Drywell inspections identify needed retrofits to underground injection systems that are at 
risk of polluting groundwater. 
 
County engineers and scientists are developing additional processes to identify capital 
projects in focused, high-needs areas based on predictive tools and a new generation of field 
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assessments. Several projects from a prototype application of these processes at the Clark 
County Fairgrounds are included in this plan. Other focused efforts may include catch basin 
retrofits in highly urbanized drainages and water quality treatment in major rural roadside 
ditches.  
 
Candidate projects are entered in the Capital Planning Database for further consideration 
through the planning process. The database tracks stormwater capital projects from 
inception through construction and close-out. 

SCREENING 

Project identification generates a large number of candidate projects. Screening is the first 
step in determining which opportunities should be evaluated more extensively. 
 
Initial screening eliminates clearly infeasible or unproductive stormwater capital projects 
early in the planning process by determining at a general level whether the project is both 
worthwhile and feasible. The first question is answered through an objective scoring of 
resource-based criteria. The second is answered through an objective scoring of engineering 
criteria. 
 
The Resource Benefit criteria assess:  
 

 Support for regional watershed rehabilitation and salmon recovery objectives 
 Location of the project in the watershed 
 Stream health rating in the project vicinity 
 Documented need for the project 
 Expected future development impacts 

 
Projects that receive a passing score on the Resource screen move on to the Engineering 
screen. As appropriate for various project types, engineering criteria assess: 
 

 Potential physical site constraints 
 Infiltration and soil suitability 
 Potential to achieve measurable benefit 
 Feasibility of environmental permitting 
 Potential legal constraints 

 
The final step of the screening process is the development of a project basis statement. This 
statement briefly identifies the problem to be addressed, documenting the purpose and need 
for a project based on watershed assessments, screening results, and staff knowledge. 
 
Projects passing both portions of the initial screen proceed to the more rigorous scoping 
stage.  
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SCOPING 

Project scoping is perhaps the most critical step in the planning process. Where initial 
screening takes a general approach, scoping begins to look quantitatively at feasibility and 
benefit as well as project costs. Scoping is where observed stormwater problems are linked 
to tangible solutions. 
 
The goal of the scoping process is to ensure that projects have the best possible chance of 
successful implementation. While significant issues can still arise later in the design phase, 
scoping is expected to expose most barriers to project implementation and determine with 
good confidence that the project is both cost-effective and feasible.  
 
Scoping includes the following elements: 

 Feasibility and Cost Effectiveness Check (CWP engineering staff) 
 Independent Review (PW engineering staff) 
 Project justification and discussion (selected CWP/PW managers and staff) 

FEASIBILITY  AND COST  EFFECTIVENESS CHECK   

The Feasibility and Cost Effectiveness Check clarifies the need and purpose for each 
project, describes the problem cause and effect, and proposes a solution. Costs, water quality 
and flow control benefits, and cost/benefit ratio are calculated. CWP engineers and scientists 
also apply checklists to establish the rationale for the necessary engineering and 
environmental permit approvals.  
 
A strong rationale for approval is one key to sending successful projects to design. The 
checklists help determine whether a project can meet the approved water quality and flow 
control requirements of the original facility being retrofitted, demonstrate that the proposed 
project will not cause or worsen any upstream or downstream flooding, and assess the 
likelihood of difficult environmental permitting approvals or expensive environmental 
mitigation needs.  
 
This information is presented in a brief pre-design report that includes summary tables 
designed to meet Municipal Stormwater Permit reporting requirements.  

REVIEW 

Public Works design engineers are typically responsible for designing the projects listed in 
the capital plan. To facilitate common understanding and a smooth transition of project 
development between Environmental Services and Public Works, each pre-design report is 
reviewed by a Public Works engineer. Public Works comments and suggestions are 
incorporated directly into the report as part of the final product. 



 

 12 

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

Project justification is an opportunity for a group of experienced stormwater practitioners to 
examine each project with a critical eye and discuss potential fatal flaws. CWP engineers 
and scientists act as project proponents, with a team of Public Works and DES staff and 
managers looking for flaws. Projects that appear problematic or lack consensus support by 
the examination team are removed from consideration or programmed in the latter years of 
the plan to allow for more extensive review before passing to Public Works for design. 

PRIORITIZATION 

A robust capital planning program generates more scoped projects than can be implemented 
in a six-year plan. Prioritization is the process of determining which of the feasible projects 
of each type best meet program goals and provide the most cost-effective solutions. Within 
the constraints of regulatory requirements and available funding, the subsequent 
Programming step strives to implement higher-priority projects.  
 
Each project type requires slightly different prioritization criteria; in all cases, criteria are 
intended to be simple yet meaningful. The Resource screen provides an initial prioritization 
step for all project types by forwarding only those projects that appear to provide significant 
natural resource benefits. Another key consideration goes beyond the parameters of 
stormwater management: in all cases, priority is given to projects that also meet other related 
county goals. 

CAPITAL  REPAIRS 

Repair projects are required, and therefore cannot truly ‘fail’ the Resource screen; however, 
screening scores along with watershed assessment information and engineering judgment 
are used to prioritize those projects where continued malfunction poses the most serious 
problems. 
 
Repair projects are split into four groups in diminishing order of priority:  

1) Represents a threat to public safety, or; Passes Resource screen AND has retrofit 
potential 

2) Passes Resource screen and is a repair ONLY 
3) Fails Resource screen AND has retrofit potential 
4) Fails Resource screen and is a repair ONLY 

WATER QUALITY RETROFITS 

Water quality retrofit projects are prioritized based on the severity of the project need and 
the results of the cost/benefit analysis.  
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HYDROLOGY  IMPROVEMENT FACILITIES 

Hydrology improvement facilities are prioritized based on the severity of the project need 
and the results of the cost/benefit analysis. 

GROWING  GREEN 

Growing Green projects typically have a fairly constant per-acre cost across all projects, so a 
cost/benefit analysis does not provide significant basis for prioritization. Priority is therefore 
given to projects that directly benefit streams where the Washington Department of Ecology 
has established Water Cleanup Plans to address elevated water temperatures. Secondary 
priority is given to projects in streams that are listed for temperature issues on the statewide 
list of polluted water bodies, but do not yet have cleanup plans. At both levels, projects that 
support multiple program goals are given priority. Examples include projects where 
reforestation can support Parks master plans or improve habitat diversity within identified 
wildlife corridors. 

UNDERGROUND  INJECTION  CONTROL (UIC)  RETROFITS 

UIC retrofits are prioritized based on cost-benefit and the results of the risk analysis the 
county is required to complete under Chapter 90.48 RCW.  

IN‐STREAM HABITAT IMPROVEMENTS 

In-stream habitat improvements are prioritized based on cost-benefit, applicability to Lower 
Columbia Fish Recovery Board and other recovery group plans, and the degree to which the 
project complements other planned stormwater projects within a drainage area. 

PROPERTY ACQUISITION FOR STORMWATER BENEFIT 

Selection and prioritization of property acquisitions is described in the Conservation Areas 
Acquisition Plan (2004). A Conservation Areas Advisory Committee appointed by the 
Board of County Commissioners produced an acquisition plan divided into three categories: 
critical habitat, greenways or trail corridors, and farmland. Within these categories, work 
groups devised methods to identify and prioritize project areas and set acquisition targets. 
Prioritization for property acquisition in the capital program is based on the outcome of 
those discussions and is determined by the Legacy Lands program. 

PROGRAMMING 

Programming applies regulatory requirements and available funding to the list of scoped and 
prioritized projects to develop a six-year program matrix that can meet Permit requirements 
and program goals. Where specific projects have not yet been identified for implementation, 
placeholder values for projected spending are included in the matrix as ongoing programs. 
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SIX‐YEAR  MATRIX 

Capital projects are placed in the Six-Year Program Matrix based on regulatory 
requirements, programmatic goals, project prioritization, and available funding.  
 
Most projects have multiple benefits. For example, projects intended to improve hydrology 
typically deliver water quality and habitat benefits as well. Similarly, many water quality or 
habitat improvement projects also benefit stream hydrology. 

PROGRAM  CATEGORIES 

For simplicity, the matrix identifies projects using three general programming categories 
depending on their primary objective: Water Quality Improvement Projects, Hydrology 
Improvement Projects and Stream Restoration Projects. 
 

Water quality projects have the primary objective of 
directly protecting or improving surface water or 
ground water quality by removing pollutants from 
stormwater runoff. Examples include stormwater 

wetlands, biofiltration swales, filter vaults, bioretention facilities, or catch-basin treatment 
inserts. The common purpose of these facilities is to remove certain types and amounts of 
pollutants from the runoff before it is discharged to a stream, dispersed over the ground, 
discharged into wetlands or injected into groundwater through a drywell. 
 
Capital Repair, Water Quality Retrofit, Property Acquisition and UIC Retrofit projects may 
be included in this category. 
 

Hydrology improvement projects have the primary 
objective of directly protecting or improving stream 
channels by capturing and slowing down 
stormwater runoff or allowing it to filter back into 

the ground. Examples include infiltration facilities, retention and detention ponds, 
underground storage tanks or vaults and bioretention facilities. Intact forested areas perform 
the same function as water evaporates from foliage, soaks into the ground, or is taken up by 
vegetation. The common purpose of these projects is to reduce the volume and rate of 
stormwater flow from a specific drainage area to reduce flooding, limit flow damage to 
streams and reduce downstream erosion. 
 
Capital Repair, Hydrology Improvement Facilities, Property Acquisition and Growing 
Green projects may be included in this category. 
 

Stream restoration projects have the primary 
objective of protecting or improving stream and 
riparian function and habitat. Examples include 

rehabilitating stream channels that were historically straightened, adding in-stream woody 
debris, stabilizing eroding channels, installing channel-spanning log jams to reconnect 

Water Quality Improvement 

Projects 

Hydrology Improvement 

Projects 

Stream Restoration Projects 
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floodplain areas, replacing invasive weeds with native vegetation, improving fish passage 
and aquatic habitat and acquiring intact habitats to minimize the impact of adjacent land-use 
activities. The common purpose of these projects is to correct long-term degradation caused 
by land-use activities and in some cases to prevent degradation before it occurs.  
 
In-stream Habitat Improvement, Property Acquisition, and Growing Green projects may be 
included in this category. 

FUNDING 

This capital program includes projects totaling approximately $19 million over six years, 
with about $15 million going toward Clean Water Program funded projects and $4 million 
toward Conservation Futures funded project. The list slightly exceeds the projected budget 
over the six-year planning period because over-programming allows projects that become 
infeasible to be replaced easily. Unexpected grant opportunities or other funding sources 
also encourage Environmental Services to keep a supply of shovel-ready projects on hand. 
 
Funding for the Stormwater Capital Program comes primarily from three sources: the Clean 
Water Fund, Conservation Futures Fund, and competitive grant programs, as described 
below. 
 

The County established the Clean Water Fund in 
2000 to implement requirements of its NPDES 
municipal stormwater permit. Current rates for a 

standard taxlot are $33.00 per year and bring in approximately $4.9 million annually to 
support county-wide stormwater management. The Clean Water Program’s five areas of 
effort include: 
 

 Operations and maintenance of the stormwater system 
 Stormwater capital planning and projects 
 Natural resource assessment and monitoring 
 Enforcement and regulations 
 Education and outreach 

 
Clark County instituted the Conservation Futures 
Fund in 1985. The primary revenue source for the 
fund is the conservation futures property tax levy, a 

county-wide levy that cannot exceed $0.0625 per $1,000 valuation. The levy has generated 
$2.3 to $2.4 million annually over the last five years. The Legacy Lands Program in the 
Environmental Services Department manages the fund with the goal of bringing together the 
people, groups and community support to establish, restore and maintain an interconnected 
system of parks, natural areas, trails and open spaces within the region. The program 
coordinates various projects, partners and funding sources to protect and improve lands 
highly valued for habitat, scenic corridors, low-impact recreation or other qualities that 
enhance the local environment, including stormwater benefits. 
 

Clean Water Fund 

Conservation Futures Fund 
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Grants are highly competitive and available sources 
are subject to fluctuation from year to year. Where 
available, grant funds are aggressively pursued.  

 
The most common grant source for stormwater capital projects has been Ecology’s 
Statewide Stormwater Grant Program; in the most recent (2012) round, Clark County was 
offered approximately $3.4 million in grant funding toward six applications. More 
commonly, the county receives an annual average of approximately $500,000 from this 
source. 
 
The most consistent grant sources for the Legacy Lands program have been the suite of 
grants managed by the State Recreation and Conservation Office, including Washington 
Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP) and Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB). 
WWRP grant opportunities are available every other year while SRFB grant opportunities 
are available each year. Between 2006 and 2011, the County successfully competed for 
approximately $4.2 million through these sources, an annual average of about $700,000. 
 
 

Grant Funding 



 

 

 

Six‐Year Program Matrix 
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2013-2018 Stormwater Capital Program 
Project Index 

Map 
ID 

WO Project Subwatershed 

1 401890 Parkside Manor SWF Retrofit Whipple Creek (Upper) 
2 401882 Harding Farms SWF Retrofit Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
3 tbd Country Meadows UIC Retrofit Curtin Creek 
4 28385 SR-503 CTR Retrofit Curtin Creek 
5 403264 Stones Throw Subdivision SWF Repair Lower Burnt Bridge Creek 
6 403454 Cold Creek Court SWF Repair Lower Burnt Bridge Creek 
7 tbd East Fork Lewis River Grant Reforestation East Fork Lewis (r.m. 03.19) 
8 GG1204 Zimmerly DIF Grant Reforestation Project East Fork Lewis (r.m. 03.19) 
9 GG1201 Salmon Creek Greenway 12 Reforestation Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
10 tbd Gee Creek Tributary Acquisition Gee Creek (Lower)  
11 tbd Lower Washougal Schmid Acquisition Washougal (Lower)  
12 007485 Heritage Farm Parking Lot LID Project Cougar Creek 
13 tbd Avalon Meadows SWF Repair Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
14 tbd Tay Terrace SWF Retrofit Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
15 tbd Rosemary Ridge UIC Retrofit Lower Burnt Bridge Creek 
16 401972 Thomas Wetland East Lower Burnt Bridge Creek 
17 tbd Aquila UIC Retrofit Upper Burnt Bridge Creek 
18 tbd Flume Creek Acquisition Flume Creek  
19 tbd Lakeshore Elementary School SWF Lakeshore 
20 tbd Anderson UIC Retrofit Lower Burnt Bridge Creek 
21 tbd NE 99th St @ Cougar Creek WQ Retrofit Cougar Creek 
22 tbd Andys Acres (A) SWF Repair Lakeshore 
23 tbd Groenveld Acquisition Columbia Slope  
24 tbd Columbia River High School SWF Retrofit Cougar Creek 
25 401902 NE 99th St & 25th Ave SWF Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
26 tbd Winchester Hills I Tract A SWF Repair/Retrofit Columbia Slope 
27 tbd Whipple Creek Trib 6.44 Habitat Improvement Whipple Creek (Upper) 
28 tbd Highway 99 @ Tenny Creek WQ Retrofit Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
29 tbd NE 119th St @ Cougar Creek WQ Retrofit Cougar Creek 

30 
tbd Clark County Amphitheater Wetland Habitat 

Improvement Whipple Creek (Upper) 
31 402357 Clark County Amphitheater SWF#4 Retrofit Whipple Creek (Upper) 
32 tbd Highway 99 & NE 102nd St SWF Salmon Creek (r.m. 03.83) 
33 tbd NE 229th St & NE 221st Ave SWF Rock Creek 
34 tbd Harvest Meadows SWF Repair/Retrofit Lower Burnt Bridge Creek 
35 tbd Regency Park Phase 1 SWF Repair/Retrofit Mill Creek 
 

 Conservation Futures projects  
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