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Clark County Parks 
Advisory Board Meeting 

Minutes 

Board Members:  Jim Kautz, Teresa Meyer, John Jay, Donald Meeks, Tonya Dow, Paulo 
Zandamela*, Janis VanWyhe  

Clark County Staff:  Rocky Houston, Amy Arnold, David Stipe, Kevin Tyler, Lynde Wallick, 
Denielle Cowley 

Ex-Officio Members:   School District Liaisons:   Cale Piland (Evergreen)*,  
AJ Panter (Vancouver)* 

Parks Foundation:   Vacant* 
 
Guests and Others:  Tim Leavitt, Tyler Castle 
* Not Present 

3:59 PM Call to Order 
Jim called the meeting to order having the people in the room and online introduce 
themselves.  
 
4:00 PM Administrative Actions 

Time  Action Item 

4:00 PM  MOTION BY: Teresa Meyer                SECOND BY: John Jay  
  MOTION: Motion to adopt Meeting Minutes for:  

                         November 14, 2023  
  DISCUSSION: The Minutes have been approved. 
  IN FAVOR: Unanimous OPPOSED: None ABSTAINED: None 

 
4:01 PM Public Comment 
Tyler Castle introduced himself and discussed an interest for more horse back riding 
opportunities in parks within the county, pursuant to the responses from the PROS survey 
and the equestrian survey. Teresa, Don, Janis and Tyler discussed the various parks and 
locations that have these opportunities now. David discussed the types of parks that 
equestrian activities would occur in and that a project is anticipated in the draft Capital 
Improvement Plan of 2025-2030. David, Rocky and Tyler also discussed funding sources 
for this type of project.  
 
Tyler also discussed an improvement to the parking lot at Whipple Creek and David 
responded that the division is exploring its ability to perform this type of work. Janis and 
Rocky discussed the types of procedures necessary for working with partners on these 
types of projects.  
 
4:31 PM Manager’s Report 
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Rocky discussed the weather and related damages that have occurred within the county. 
Rocky also discussed other items including a potential grant project to do some design 
work at the East Fork Lewis River; the Park Fee Program presentation and its next steps to 
be heard by County Council tomorrow, January 10, 2024; and various staffing updates 
within the division.   
 
Lynde discussed various items such as the Minnehaha Park survey and the preferred plan; 
the Heritage Farm Sustainability Plan’s timeline and updates, including that its Open 
House will occur on January 24, 2024; the Hazel Dell Master plan updates and design 
progress indicating that its Open House is scheduled for March 27, 2024; and the Curtin 
Creek Comminuty Park project and its Open House that is scheduled on March 6, 2024. 
Teresa and Rocky discussed the Heritage Farm sustainability plan and summarized the 
Steering Committee’s meeting that occurred on January 3, 2024.  
 
Rocky, David and Jim discussed the turf replacement project that will occur at Luke 
Jensen, and Rocky indicated that two playgrounds, Sifton Neighborhood Park and Gaiser 
Neighborhood Park, will have their playgrounds refurbished.  
 
4:56 PM Unfinished Business 
 

Date: 1/09/2024 
 

Agenda Item: Memorial and Tribute Policy Recommendation 
 

  
Action Item 

 
X 

Informational 
Item 

 

Overview: 
 

The Clark Parks Foundation in the past has managed a donation and memorial program that 
allowed for placement of memorial park elements in community and neighborhood parks.  
These park amenities, typically benches or tables, pay tribute to or memorialize individuals.  In 
some cases the donated elements simply recognize the person or organization that donated the 
funds for the purchase and placement of the amenity.  The program had been administered 
through a 2014 policy that staff has revised to reflect current costs and operational challenges 
created by placing additional park amenities in the system that require additional maintenance.  
The draft policy also identifies preferred elements for donation including trees and replacement 
of existing park amenities as opposed to placement of new items. 
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Revisions to the policy include; preference for memorial or tribute elements, price adjustments 
for the potential amenity additions that reflect current development and maintenance pricing, 
clarification of maintenance expectations and clarification of life of memorial elements among 
others. 
  
Staff is seeking a recommendation from Parks Advisory Board to advance the Memorial and 
Tribute Policy to the Clark County Council for consideration. 
 
Prior Action by PAB: Previous approval of current policy on November 14, 2014 
 
Action Requested:   

 
Direction from Parks Advisory Board to present the revised policy to 
the Clark County Council for consideration. 

Attachment: Current Clark County Parks Donation and Memorial Policy 
Draft Clark County Parks and Land Memorial and Tribute Policy 

Prepared By: David Stipe 
PAB Action: No action because there is a new process for implementing 

policies within the county. David and Rocky discussed 
developing a new pricing guide for this to use with the existing 
policy, and David discussed that he would meet with the Parks 
Foundation of Clark County to review this. John, Teresa, Rocky, 
David, Don and Janis discussed pricing and other factors 
related to the various types of memorial and tribute items.  
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5:18 PM New Business 
 

Date: 1/09/2024 
 

Agenda Item: Gate Agreement Policy Discussion 
 

  
Action Item 

 
 

Informational 
Item 

X 

Overview: 
 

In the past, Parks and Lands has granted access gate agreements to private property owners 
adjacent to park and opens space parcel.  The gate provides an access point for an individual 
property as opposed to an entire community.  This practice has occurred without a clear set of 
policy guidelines, allowing access private access to developed and undeveloped parcels.  In 
some cases, these access points may not be appropriate and may have habitat or maintenance 
implications.  Parks and Lands staff proposes the development of a policy that ensures future 
private access gate agreements do not violate environmental regulations nor state and county 
regulations.  The proposed policy would also seek to clarify a clear process for making a gate 
access request by an adjacent property owner followed by a clear process for consideration and 
ultimately approval. 
 
Prior Action by PAB: None 
Action Requested:   None at this time 
Attachment: None 
Prepared By: David Stipe 
PAB Action: No action – this was an informational item. Rocky and David 

discussed this will go through the new process for 
implementing policies and procedures and that the goal is to 
develop guidelines for future agreements. David discussed 
the types of agreements the county has now, and Tonya, 
Rocky, Jim, Teresa, and John discussed the terms and 
conditions of this type of agreement.  
 

5:34 PM Roundtable Discussion  
Jim, Rocky, Teresa and David discussed the 2024 convention that the WRPA (Washington 
Recreation and Park Association) is holding in May 2024. Jim wondered if the Parks 
Advisory Board should attend and Rocky discussed the registration process and fees.  
 



        
 

 

 
 

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 4:00 P.M. to 5:10 P.M. 

Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams and In-Person at Luke Jensen Sports Park 

Page 12 of 12 
 

Clark County Parks 
Advisory Board Meeting 

Minutes 

 
Teresa, Rocky and David discussed the bathrooms that were vandalized at Captain 
William Clark Park, as well as other vandalism that has occurred at other locations and 
how to rectify that situation.  
 
Don, Tyler, Janis, Rocky and David discussed Whipple Creek again and its trails. David 
indicated that the county would need to cross reference the various maps in the master 
plan to make sure all the trails are accounted for.  
 
5:47  PM Adjourn   
 
Respectfully submitted, Amy Arnold 
 
 
 
 
 


