
CCHR NOMINATION FORM 
 
 
Clark County, Washington 
Historic Preservation Commission 
 

Clark County Heritage Register 
Nomination Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form  (National Register Bulletin 16A) http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb16a/.  Complete 
each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. This form is similar but not exact to the National Register 
of Historic Places nomination form.  Some sections of the National Register form were not applicable to the local register therefore were not 
included.  When using the National Register Bulletin 16A to fill out the form, look for the section names for information on completing the 
specific section.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets.  Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.  
 

1.  Name of Property 

Historic name       American Legion Hall Post #27, Camas, Washington 
Other names/site number   

2.  Location 

street & number    1554 NE 3rd Avenue   not for publication 

city or 

town 

Camas   vicinity 

State WA code WA county Clark code 011 zip code 98607 
 

3.  Classification 
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not incl. previously listed resources in the count.) 

X private X building(s) Contributing Non-Contributing  
 public-local  district 1  buildings 
 public-State  site   sites 
 public-Federal  structure   structures 

   object   objects 

  1  Total 
 
Name of related multiple property listing: 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a  multiple property listing.)            

Number of contributing resources previously                                         
listed in the Clark County Heritage Register 
 

 

N/A  zero 
 
4.  Owner Consent for Nomination, Designation and Listing 
 
I (we) consent  do not consent  to the nomination, and designation of the above property on the Clark County 
Heritage Register.  I (we) also certify that I am/we are the legal owner(s) of the above property. 
 
 
              
Owner signature      Date 
 
 
              
Owner signature      Date 
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5. Functions or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

 Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Social Meeting Hall  Work in Progress 
  Industry/Manufacturing Facility 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
6. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

 Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th & Early 20th Century American 
Movements 

 foundation Poured concrete 

Other- Work of a master (Hilburn) see 
addendum B 

 walls Wood, braced frame with shingle and 
other cladding 

    

  roof Asphalt composite 

  other  
    
 
Narrative Description  
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property.)       
 
Summary Description: 
Located just east of downtown Camas, Washington, the American Legion Hall Post #27 is a two-story, 
Arts & Crafts – rustic structure that was designed in 1933 by the well-known local architect Day Walter 
Hilborn, who designed many prominent buildings in the county, including the Clark County Courthouse and 
Kiggins Theater in Vancouver and the City Hall/Library building in Camas.  He was also a veteran of World War 
I.   
 
The building sits at the southwest corner of NE 3rd Avenue and East 1st Avenue and faces north. Northeast 3rd 
Avenue forms the northern boundary of the parcel, while East 1st Avenue curves to the west just south of NE 
3rd, forming the east and south boundary.  There is a gravel driveway leading from E 1st Avenue to the east 
side of the building.   
 
The Hall is 10,630 square feet in size and composed of utilitarian construction, characterized by its lack of 
ornamentation which was representative of structures built during the Great Depression.  The building was 
designed for use as a multi-purpose facility with areas for meeting and event space as well as offices for the 
local American Legion Hall, also known as the Bennett-Barnett Post #27.  It has also seen use as a roller skating 



Clark County Heritage Register Nomination Form CLARK COUNTY , WA Page 3 of 47 
   

rink and a neon sign company. While the building has gone through minor and mostly interior modifications 
over the years, the overall historical character of the building has remained largely intact.   
 
At the time of purchase by CID Bio-Science in the fall of 2011, the building had been unoccupied for many 
years and had previously undergone uncompleted interior modifications by the previous owners.   It was in 
need of major repairs before occupancy could occur.  
 
Exterior Description – Pre-Renovation  
The following description is based upon the condition of the building prior to renovation by CID Bio-Science 
which began May 2012.  A complete list of renovations, restorations, demolition and additions resulting from 
the current renovation work appears at the end of this amendment. 
 
The structure has a two room by three room massed plan with irregularities such as a mudroom and covered 
porch whose roof has a large massing. The steep, dual-pitch, bellcast roof forms a complex roofline with 
modified jerkinhead (clipped) gables. The north, east, and south facades feature large gables, while the west 
façade has a hipped roofline with three smaller gables. The fired brick chimney is positioned on the slope of 
the roof towards the southwest side of the building. This chimney replaced the original one after it sustained 
storm damage in the 1960s (City of Camas 1963).  
 
The wood-framed building is clad in combed cedar shake shingle laid in a coursed pattern. This same material 
is used on the covered porch on the south façade, but in a modified fish scale pattern using vertical board-
and-batten cladding. Where modifications to the structure have been made, the siding consists of vertical 
flush boards. The roofing consists of composite asphalt shingles arranged in a plain pattern.  
 
The building rests on a gradual slope that rises from the southeast to the northwest, with the ground floor 
partially sunken below grade at the north end of the structure. There are a total of six entrances to the 
building; the entrances on the south façade of the building provide access to the ground floor while entrances 
on the north façade open to the second floor via wooden stairways. Handicapped access is provided in the 
form of a ramp that leads to the second floor on the west façade.  
 
The building has a poured concrete foundation that forms a bulkhead which wraps around the entirety of the 
building with the exception of concrete blocks in areas where minor modifications have taken place over the 
years. The wood grain texture of the unfinished horizontal boards can be seen in the cast concrete surface. 
The poured concrete foundation forms the walls of the ground floor, and is roughly 10 feet tall at the south 
end and only 3 feet tall at the northwest end.  
 
South Façade 
The south façade is located on a slight embankment set back 10 feet from the street right-of-way (East 1st 
Avenue). A concrete stairway with metal railings leads to the covered back porch, where a roof hangs 
overhead and is supported by four wooden supports. The porch roof has a large massing and its only purpose 
is for providing shelter from the elements. The stairway and concrete porch were not part of the original 
construction, and may have been added in 1967, when the front steps were rebuilt (City of Camas). 
 
The first floor features a glazed, two-leaf wood panel door forming the main rear entrance with fixed nine-
pane windows. Two wood frame windows, each with fixed nine-pane glazing, flank either side of the rear 
doors roughly four feet off the ground. The windows to the right of the main rear door have been sealed off 
with metal plates and were outfitted with ventilation ducts. There is also a plain, unglazed one-leaf wood door 
without any windows on the eastern edge of the façade leading to an auxiliary room. This entrance is slightly 
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recessed from the rest of the façade. The poured concrete base extends throughout the entire height of the 
first floor. Above this height, the façade is adorned in cedar shake shingle, with the composite asphalt roof of 
the suspended porch interrupting the face of the building.   
 
Just above the porch roof on the second floor are five wood-frame, eight-pane, fixed windows that are located 
approximately 15 feet above the bottom of the second floor. The clipped gable roof can be seen above this 
row of windows. To the right are two smaller wood-frame four-pane fixed windows that are five feet above 
the bottom of the second floor. Viewing the building from this angle shows the dual-pitch nature of the 
steeply raked roof, as well as the bellcast eaves along the sides. 
 
East Façade 
The east façade of the Hall further reveals the unembellished nature of the building’s exterior, with flat walls 
and simple window treatments. The ground is gradually sloping upwards from south to north at this vantage 
point. As such, the height of the poured concrete foundation aboveground varies from 10 feet on the south 
end to 4 feet on the north end. On the first floor, there are four windows, all in their original fixed wooden 
frames, with six lights each. Between these windows is an area measuring roughly 8 feet high by 10 feet long 
along the ground floor that consists of concrete blocks. Original plans show that a fireplace once occupied this 
area, with a second, larger gable wall chimney on the east façade of the building. However, no permit records 
were found that document this modification. Bricks were used to fill gaps between the blocks and the 
surrounding original poured concrete foundation and cedar shake shingles.  
 
The ground floor also features a plain, unglazed, one-leaf wood door to the right of the windows that 
presumably leads to a separate storage area as it is inaccessible from the interior of the building. According to 
building records, the portion of the building that encompasses the storage area was a porch that was enclosed 
in 1970 (City of Camas). The construction materials for this modification consist of concrete block foundation 
with vertical T-1-11 plywood siding above.  
 
There are seven second floor windows, six of which are positioned above the first floor windows in a side-by-
side configuration with 12 panes each. Both are fixed and wood frame but the middle section of the left 
window has been replaced by a contemporary vinyl or PVC casement window which is a single pane of glass 
but includes a muntin style that matches the original windows. The third window is located near the stairway 
to the enclosed northeast porch and is wood frame and fixed, with 12 panes. This wooden stairway faces 
north and leads to the second floor of the Hall, with a glazed, two-leaf wood door that features a single glass 
pane window each. A light fixture that may be original is positioned above the entryway. The roofline consists 
of a clipped gable at the center of the façade with hipped sections toward the north and south. 
 
North Façade 
On the north side of the building, the ground slopes upward slightly from east to west. The north façade 
includes the building address above the front door. This two-leaf, glazed wood door features nine lights. A 
wooden stairway consisting of eight steps leads to this entrance, which was likely not the primary entrance as 
there is no walkway leading up to this part of the building (even though its address is on NE 3rd Avenue to the 
north). This stairway supports a small awning that hangs above the entrance. Directly above the entrance are 
three windows with wood frames that are most likely double hung and are in a six over six configuration.   As 
the majority of the building’s windows are fixed, it is likely that these windows are not original as they are 
different in color from the sill and casing.  
 
The roofline on this façade is characterized as clipped gable.  The cladding on this side of the building is 
predominately shingle as the concrete base rises only 3 to 4 feet above the ground.  Original plans show a 
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covered porch similar to what exists on the south façade, without the extant windows above the doors.  As 
there is no permit record for this alteration, it is not immediately clear whether the porch was dismantled 
later and the windows placed or if original construction deviated from Hilborn’s plans. 
 
 
West Façade 
The west façade is perhaps the most unique and visually interesting of the four sections.  The ground at this 
location slopes uphill from south to north.  There are two entrances on this side of the building, one of which 
leads to the second floor and was converted from a window in 1960 (City of Camas).  This unglazed door 
starkly contrasts with its counterparts throughout the building as being the only one constructed from steel.  
The shingle siding surrounding the door is also slightly lighter in color than the original cladding on the rest of 
the structure. A wooden handicap ramp ascending from north to south along the façade has replaced a set of 
stairs; an imprint of the previous stairway can be seen in the concrete foundation.  
 
The second entrance is a bare, unglazed one-leaf wooden door facing south that leads to the mudroom on the 
ground floor, which protrudes from the rest of the structure.  The mudroom has a separate pitched roof made 
of the same materials as the main roof.  There is also a one-leaf, unglazed wooden door on the second floor 
that was added in 1984 and functioned as a fire escape; however, the exterior ladder was stolen at some 
indeterminate point in the past.   The door is now inaccessible from both the interior and exterior and located 
15 feet above the ground.  
 
There are nine windows located on the second floor. From north to south, the first window is fixed, wood-
frame with 12 panes.  The next two windows are wood framed and arranged side by side with eight panes 
each. It is possible that the left window of the pair is not original as it is not the same color as the frame and is 
a hopper window, capable of opening from the top, while the right one is fixed.  The next four are identical 
sets of two, fixed wood framed 18-pane windows arranged side by side.  Each of these 18-pane windows 
(including the one that was removed) originally had a six-pane transom window directly above that was later 
removed.  There are two small gables located above these windows; a third gable to the right above the metal 
door suggests that an additional set of two 18-pane windows was previously located here as well. Finally, 
there is a set of two wood-framed eight-pane windows located above the mudroom, the left of which is a 
hopper style and the right one is fixed.  
 
On the first floor, two windows were originally in place at the northwest corner of the building.  These window 
voids have been filled in with brick with the exception of a small opening of unknown purpose.  There are also 
two square-shaped window openings that have been boarded up.  Further south, there are six wood-framed 
fixed nine-pane windows that are generally located underneath the 18-pane windows (and metal door) on the 
second floor.  The two windows furthest to the north are covered by metal panels.  There are also an 
additional two wood-framed fixed six-pane windows located at the mudroom that have been covered by 
metal panels.  With the exception of the aforementioned gables, the roof is predominately hipped on this side, 
with the replaced slope brick chimney visible. 
 
 
Exterior Renovation  
The building footprint will not change nor will the location of parking, vehicle entrance, or vehicle egress.  The 
external walls of the building and roof will also not change as the building envelope is adequate for our 
purposes.   
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South porch 
The awning over the south porch is in poor condition and the wood will need to be replaced.  Instead of 
creating an exact replica of the awning we will create a sturdier awning with access to the topside that can be 
used as a deck.  Our business is related to plant science and this will provide easy access to a flat sunny deck 
area for plant research without significantly changing the look of the building. We will be adding access to the 
deck through French doors from the main floor break room. 
 
Siding 
The 1950’s era (true install date unknown) cedar shake siding material was brittle and in unusable condition 
and had to be completely removed.  The sheathing underneath was however in fair condition requiring only 
minor repairs.  The siding will be replaced with the original siding depicted and detailed in the 1932 blueprints.  
This is a board and batten siding with clapboard at the transition between the concrete foundation and the 
wooden building frame.  Hardie plank product will be utilized rather than natural wood as that was deemed 
the most environmentally friendly product and most cost effective. 
 
There is no information regarding the original color of the building’s paint.  There were a few parts of the 
building that appear as though they have never been re-painted and none of the paint chips indicate that the 
building was ever any other color than those that were on the cedar shakes and foundation when the building 
was acquired.  This is a blue-grey palette, very similar to the colors found on Timberline Lodge and those will 
be used in retaining that palette for the renovated building. 
 
Interior Description – Pre-Renovation 
The floor plan of the building is rectangular, with the north-south axis longer than the east-west.  The ground 
floor is 5,249 square feet and predominantly unfinished, with concrete floors and concrete exterior walls 
throughout.  The low ceilings of the ground floor imply that it was used primarily as office space, meeting 
rooms, or other administrative tasks. 
 
All three entrances to this floor are located toward the south side, where the first floor is at-grade with the 
ground.  There are only a few partitions on this floor, including two bathrooms located immediately to the 
right from the primary entrance; the “Tool Room,” (original architect plans) accessible from the southeast 
building entrance; and the main room.  The bathrooms have horizontal wood boards over platform wood 
framing.  The door in the south bathroom is a wood, single-panel variant while the door in the north bathroom 
is wood with a 10-pane window.  The bathrooms originally served as a dressing room and closet. 
 
Just beyond the bathrooms is linoleum flooring and pipe fixtures exhibiting evidence of a former kitchen 
space.  This space is identified in Hilborn’s plans as the “Legion Room” and is partially surrounded by platform 
wood framing.  The southwest corner of the floor contains an additional partition space whose purpose is 
unknown, although it was originally a second dressing room and storage area.  There is no ceiling in this space, 
and parts of the second floor can be seen through the framing.  It is immediately adjacent to the mudroom 
(originally the “Furnace Room”) and its associated entranceway.  There is a sizable hole in the floor at this 
location.  The remaining brick chimney is also located in this general vicinity.  The entrance to the Legion Room 
from the Tool Room has a doorway cut through the poured concrete which confirms the Tool Room did not 
connect to the rest of the interior when the building was originally constructed. This room is entirely walled by 
concrete. 
 
The main area of the ground floor occupies the northern two-thirds of the building.  The walls here are poured 
concrete, with intermittent horizontal strips of wood spaced every few feet apart along the height of the wall.  
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This space contains wood framing for partitions built by a church that had planned to move into the building 
several years ago.  The partitions would have separated the area into two large rooms (with the possibility for 
further compartmentalization), with a corridor between them; the east room would have been larger than the 
west room.  This configuration is similar to Hilborn’s plans, except that the east room was further divided into 
two halves; the Legion Room (south half) and “Auxiliary Room” (north half), while the west room was divided 
into a large “Dining Room” and small kitchen.  No wall cladding is present on this floor.   
 
The east room contains the concrete block portion where a fireplace and chimney were once located.  Both 
the Legion and Auxiliary rooms had a separate fireplace, which were connected to the single chimney.  There 
are ten thick posts holding up support beams. Six of these posts are made of wood, three of which are 
incorporated into the framing for the room partition. The additional four posts are integrated into the 
concrete walls.   
 
The west room is identical to the east room, except only seven posts holding up support beams are present; 
four are incorporated into the room partition, while the other three were built as part of the building 
foundation.  The kitchen features the aforementioned boarded-up windows, while the room immediately to 
the east (northeast corner of the building) is where the original bathrooms were located and where the 
original windows were bricked over.  Immediately to the east is the L-shaped stairway that accesses the 
second floor. There are ten steps between the bottom of the staircase and the landing, with an additional 
eight steps between the landing and the second floor. The original staircase was designed in a U-shape; while 
the bottom flight of stairs remains in the same place today, the top flight of stairs has been relocated.  There is 
also extensive application of drywall in this area encompassing the entire stairwell. A storage area is located 
underneath the staircase. 
 
Second Floor 
The second floor of the Hall is characterized by its 5,200 square foot large auditorium space, featuring open 
beam ceilings with large wood scissor trusses and wood floors.  This space was commonly used for weddings, 
receptions, and other community events.  In addition, a roller skating rink was installed on this floor during the 
1960s.   
 
The walls consist of platform wood framing with braced frames while eight thick wooden posts with metal 
braces support the gambrel principal rafter system, built with common rafters.  A lattice wood frame for the 
ceiling that would have incorporated the original trusses had been recently installed by the church but had not 
been completed.  Both sides of the room exhibit large queen posts and purlins that provide support and allow 
for a loft space on the north end of the building; this space is currently inaccessible. There are four posts that 
hold up the loft, two of which are metal and two of which are wood.  There are remnants of wood framing 
underneath the loft (away from the exterior walls) which do not seem to serve a structural purpose.  
 
The layout of this level is asymmetrical, as the east side of the building has lower ceilings than the open rafter 
section and the south end of the building does not have a loft.  This area with lower ceilings was a designated 
lounge, and included a fireplace.  Originally, the north end of this floor featured a (proposed) covered porch 
that opened into an entry room, with a “Check Room” located at the northeast corner of the building.   
 
The south end of the building is where the original stage was located, and it included two separate sets of 
stairs leading to the downstairs dressing rooms.  These rooms have since been removed.  The floor has been 
removed in this location, and the south entrance of the first floor is visible through the bare framing.  The 
existing brick chimney is located in this general area, as well.  Towards the southeast corner of the second 
level are linoleum floors and remnants of water pipes that indicate that a bathroom(s) may have been located 
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in this area.  In addition, the walls in this location lack the braced frames commonly seen throughout the rest 
of this level.  The original Hilborn plans indicate a porch and two exterior windows in this location that may 
have been covered and replaced with the existing square 4-pane windows at some later date; however there 
are no permit records that document this change.  
 
There are three entrances to the second floor from outside, two of which are on the north side and one on the 
west side of the building.  The metal door that replaced a window on the west façade can be seen, as well as 
remnants of the original window openings.  The northeast entrance is located where the former porch was 
covered, and the newer construction is marked by differences in flooring and wall framing.  There is also a fire 
escape door on the west side of the building that is inaccessible from inside as the floor has been removed in 
that area. 
 
There are four ceiling fans with light fixtures, as well as eight additional separate light fixtures on this level that 
are hung on the rafters. There are two types of light fixtures used; as such it is not immediately clear if either 
of them is original.   
 
Interior Renovation 
The interior will be adjusted to meet the needs of CID Bio-Science’s business activity.  This activity includes 
designing, manufacturing, and selling handheld instruments for studying plants.  The machine shop will be 
located on the first floor occupying the space that is labeled “Legion Room, and Auxillary Room” on the 
original drawings. The concrete floor and walls will be left as they are in this section of the ground floor.  
Electricity, utility sink, and bathroom will be run to serve the machine shop.    
 
The remaining area (“Furnace Room, Dining Room and Kitchen” original drawings) is intended to be used for 
tenant space and this will not be improved until a tenant is found.   The space is promoted as suitable for an 
export focused company as shipping services can be offered, as well as manufacturing services, and business 
advice to such a tenant.  The tenant space is separated from the machine shop by a drywall and frame wall. 
 
Main Floor 
On the main floor we have drywalled the building and created 3 private offices (occupying space labeled 
“Lounge” original drawings), a break room and 3 bathrooms.  CID will use an open floor plan for the 
engineering and production areas to preserve the grandeur of the large central space.  The large timber 
trusses and iron hardware will remain exposed and the ceiling will be trimmed in matching wooden battens 
after proper insulation is hung.  The original wood floor will be restored.  The private offices will all have glass 
walls so as to leave the original vistas intact. 
 
The window openings are magnificent.  They have been restored to their original footprint as intermediate 
renovations had shrunken and removed several windows most likely for economical reasons.  The new 
windows are aluminum and wood, fully paned and mostly fully operable casement style or double hung, and 
appear as you might expect a 1932 era window to appear.   
 
The north mezzanine will be used as a conference room.  It was found without stairs and its previous use is 
unclear.  The current Legion Commander believes it was a make-shift temporary apartment for homeless 
veterans. 
 
The south stage had been removed before acquisition of the building and left in its place was a 300 sq. foot 
gaping hole to the lower level.  Rather than extend the floor or rebuild the stage, the approximately 3 foot 
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stage was raised by six feet and a south mezzanine was built adding 300 sq. feet of usable office space above 
what will be the break room. 
 
LIST of demolition, restoration and additions as a result of CID Bio-Science Renovation. 
The following items were demolished prior to our purchase of the building: 
1. South Stage floor 
2. All drywall 
3. All electrical wiring 
4. All HVAC systems and ductwork 
5. All first floor wall framing 
6. North Mezzanine stairs 
7. South Stairwell 
 
The following items were demolished and recycled or removed: 
1. All windows (combination of ages 1934 – 1950)  
2. All doors (circa 1950)  
3. Cedar Shake Siding (circa 1950) 
4. False ceiling (circa 1950) 
5. Brick Chimney 
6. Northeast doorway 
7. North entry awning 
8. South porch awning 
 
The following items were restored: 
1. Foundation (100% original) 
2. Site footprint and grade (100% original) 
3. Building Frame (100% original) 
4. Tongue in groove sheathing (90% original) 
5. Second floor flooring (90% original) 
6. North Stairwell (90% original) 
7. South Porch (40% original) 
8. Asphalt roof (0% original) 
9. Flagpole (100% original) 
10. Light fixtures (20%) 
 
The following items were added: 
1. All windows and doors 
2. Doorway to South Deck 
3. Stage area was rebuilt at 9 feet high as the South Mezzanine 
4. Stairs to the South mezzanine 
5. Stairs to the North Mezzanine 
6. South deck above the south porch 
7. North entry awning 
8. Half height walls to service work areas with electric and HVAC 
9. Glass walls to define private offices 
10. Built in cabinetry in the kitchen and reception areas 
11. Window in lieu of Northeast doorway 
12. Concrete ramps and flatwork for ADA access 
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7. Statement of Significance 
Applicable Clark County Heritage Register Criteria  
 

 

 
 

 
1 

 
It is associated with events that have 

 
 

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of national, state, or local history. 

  
2 

 
It embodies the distinctive architectural  

 

 

characteristics of a type, period, style, or method of 
design or construction, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction. 
 

X 3  
It is an outstanding work of a designer, builder, or  

 
 

Architect who has made a substantial contribution to 
their field. 

X  
4 

 
It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the  

  county’s history. 

 5 It is associated with the lives of persons significant in  
  national, state, or local history 

 
 

 
6 It has yielded or may be likely to yield important 

  Archaeological information related to history or 
prehistory. 

  
7 

 
It is an historic building or cultural resource removed 

 
 

from its original location but which is signifcant for 
architectural value, or association with an historic 
person or event, or prehistory. 

  
8 

 
It is a birthplace of grave of a prehistoric or historical 

 
 

Figure of outstanding importance and is the only 
surviving structure or site associated with that 
person. 

  
9 

 
It is a cemetary or burial site which derives its  

 
 

primary signifcance from age, from distinctive design 
features, or from association with historic events, or 
cultural patterns. 

  
10 

 
It is a reconstructed building that has been executed 

 
 

in a historically accurate manner on the original site. 

  
11 

 
It is a creative and unique example of folk 
architecture  

  and design created by persons not formally trained in 
the architectural or design professions, and which 
does not fit into formal architectural or historical 
categories. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Social History 
 
 
 
 
 
Period of Significance 
1933 to 1960  
 
 
 
Significant Dates 
1935 date of commencement of construction 
 
 
 
Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion 2 is marked above) 
 
Cultural Affiliation 
 
 
 
Architect/Builder 
Day Walter Hilburn 
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Period of Significance 

The period of significance for this property extends from the beginning of its construction in 1933 to 1960.  At 
the conclusion of this period, the top floor of the building was leased and transformed into a roller skating rink 
because the Post was in need of financial stability. The Post continued to occupy the first floor of the building 
until the mid-1990s. 

 

Statement of Significance 

Criteria 3:  It is an outstanding work of a designer, builder, or Architect who has made a substantial 
contribution to their field. 

 

Day Walter Hilborn, Architect 

Day Walter Hilborn was born on February 1, 1897, on a farm in Michigan.  His family moved many times during 
Hilborn’s childhood, eventually settling in the Yakima, Washington area to be near an uncle.  He attended 
grade school in Columbia City, a suburb of Seattle, before his family moved to Fort Prairie in the Centralia area 
where he graduated from high school on June 9, 1916.  While in high school, Hilborn played basketball and 
developed an interest in theater arts.  After graduating from high school, he joined the U.S. Army.  He spent 
his service time on the Texas/Mexican border helping in the hunt for the Mexican Revolutionary General 
Pancho Villa.  After his brief stint with the Army, Hilborn returned to Washington to settle in Pullman where he 
could attend Washington State College (Houser 2011, Chisholm 2011). 

 

Shortly after he began college, on May 17, 1917, American involvement in World War I began. Hilborn was 
drafted back into the Army and sent to Europe on one of the first ships to cross the Atlantic during WWI. 
While on his tour of duty in France, he served in a Whippet Tank and eventually became a sniper. While in 
France, Hilborn’s natural interest in the arts became stronger. He admired the local architecture he came 
across in the countryside he travelled through, and sent many postcards home to his mother that depicted the 
local architecture, often adding his own comments and notes about the distinguishing details of these 
buildings (Houser 2011, Chisholm 2011). 

 

After Hilborn finished his tour of duty, rising to the rank of second lieutenant, he once again returned to 
Washington State College. He switched his studies to the Arts and Architecture School, and studied under 
architect, Rudolph Weaver. From his studies under Weaver, Hilborn developed a strong interest in the Beaux-
Arts design. He was also a member of the Glee Club, played the piano, and belonged to social and civic groups 
at the college. Before graduating from Washington State with a degree in Architectural Engineering, Hilborn 
had the opportunity to design a fraternity house located on the college campus (Chisholm 2011, Houser 2011). 

 

In 1927, Hilborn moved to Vancouver, Washington, where he began a real estate business under the name 
Kresky-Hilborn Real Estate Services. In 1928, Hilborn eloped with Dorothy Janet White to Seattle, returning to 
Vancouver where he designed and built their first home, a Craftsman. He remodeled homes for some of the 
elite residents of southwest Washington and parts of Oregon during his early years in business, and 
maintained these relationships throughout his career which, in turn, created more design work for him in his 
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later career (Chisholm 2011, Houser 2011). He was very open-minded when it came to design and although 
originally gravitating toward the Beaux-Arts style, he was adept at designing prime examples of all styles and 
forms. This flexibility can likely be attributed to his education as a structural engineer as much as an architect; 
the form was just as key to a happy customer as the architectural style. 

 

In 1936, Hilborn received his Washington structural engineer license, and in 1937 became an architect licensed 
in the states of Washington and Oregon. He designed and built his own office space, a small, colonial building 
on Evergreen Boulevard in Vancouver. The building was removed in 2009 to provide a space for the new 
Vancouver Community Library (Chisholm 2011, Houser 2011). 

 

Hilborn practiced from 1927 to the early 1960s, designing over 380 buildings in Washington and Oregon. 
Buildings designed by Hilborn in the town of Camas include the following: 

Name, Year, Notes (if any) 

American Legion Building  (1935) 1554 NE 3rd Avenue 

Cheyenne Club Remodel Unknown 

Bird, Dr. A.E. House Remodel 403 NE 5th 

Charters, G.W. House Remodel 

Crown Zellerbach House (1952) 

Drumb, F.A. House Remodel (1951) 

Haight, R.B. House (1940) Also listed under Height, R.B. 

Julian, G.N. House (1940) 

Laver, Clyde House 

Maybach, L.F. House Renovation (1949) 

Moyer, Dr. and Mrs. W.W. House (1956) (1960) 

Scott, John House (1940) 

Seavert, D.N. House (1934) 

Stevey, C.F. House (1940) 

Bird Apartment and Office (1937) 2824 NW 6th 

Beedle Apartments (1947) 

First National Bank Preliminary Sketch 

Camas Drug Store Remodel (1947) 

Crown Zellerbach Inn Dining Room Remodel (1956) 

Dairy Cooperative Association Building (1947) 6th and Dallas 

O.F. Johnson Building (1929) 

I.N. Lawson Marquee (1938) 

A. McDowell Commercial Building (1933) 

Stoller Building 
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Vehrs Building (1934) 

Dr. A.E. Bird Office 403 NE 5th 

City of Camas Hospital 

Camas School District Cafeteria 

Zion Lutheran Church Remodel and Addition (1957) 824 NE 4th Avenue 

Camas Cemetery Entrance Marker 

Swank Mortuary Remodel (1931) 325 NE 3rd Avenue 

 

Criteria 4:  It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the county’s history. 
THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

The American Legion was formed in Paris, France 15-17 March 1919, by former members of the American 
Expeditionary Force, who were veterans of World War I.  The Legion was granted a national charter by the U.S. 
Congress on 16 September 1919 as a patriotric veterans organization.  Focusing on service to veterans, service 
members and communities, the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one 
of the most influential nonprofit groups in the United States. The scope of these services has expanded over 
the years to include compensation and pension issues, as well as other advocacy services. The Legion 
sponsored the creation of the U.S. Veteran’s Administration in 1930, and was instrumental in the creation of 
the G.I. Bill in 1944.  Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across the country. 
Today, membership stands at over 2.4 million in 14,000 posts worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 
departments: one each for the 50 states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and 
the Philippines. (American Legion web site) 

 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds of benefits for 
veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth.  Since its establishment, American 
Legion posts have been woven into the social fabric of their respective communities. This is especially true of 
smaller communities such as Camas, Washington, where American Legion posts have served a multitude of 
roles throughout the years, often becoming one of the most utilized and familiar gathering places in the 
community.  

 

HISTORY OF AMERICAN LEGION HALL POST #27 

The American Legion Hall Post #27 in Camas, Washington is historically significant for its association with 
broad patterns of social history within the Camas area and its association with the growth of the American 
Legion throughout the United States at the end of World War I.  Many Camas residents served in foreign wars 
or stepped into mill jobs vacated by those serving overseas. The American Legion Hall gave those returning 
from war and service in the military, a place to socialize and be with others that had shared in their 
experiences.  Although begun by veterans, for veterans, the Legion quickly became a gathering place for all 
members of the community. 
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Although some changes have been made to both the exterior and interior, the Legion Hall building continues 
to exhibit the design of its original function as an important community gathering place.  Not only was the 
building itself known for its gatherings, but the members of the Post were heavily involved in the Camas 
community;  for example, helping those in need through a Legion-run soup kitchen.  

 

Many members of the American Legion were likely employed by the paper mill in Camas, which has been the 
city of Camas’ main source of employment since it was constructed in 1883.  This connection is seen through 
the mill’s support of Legion Hall Post 27 in the form of donated items and help with the Legion’s fundraising, 
as well as the deeding of land owned by the mill to the Legion at a minimal price.   

 

The American Legion Hall Post #27 in Camas, Washington was formed in 1919 (Post Record X 26 March 1959; 
Peebles, personal communication 2012).  The Post was initially named after Ray Bennett, a Camas/Washougal 
area resident that lost his life in France during World War I.  Walter Mueller was the first Commander of the 
Hall.  In 1922, the Camas and Washougal posts combined and formed one Legion Hall Post and began 
fundraising for its own building (Post Record X 26 March 1959).   

 

Prior to the construction of the new Post building in the 1930s, meetings were often held at the old Spanish- 
American War Hall at the corner of 5th and Clark Streets (Post Record X 26 March 1959).  In the early 1930s, 
fundraising began to raise money for a permanent post location.  Many different avenues were explored in 
order to get the funding needed, a reported $7,000.  Grants and loans were applied for; however, even after 
the building was complete, the Post was still experiencing trouble receiving financing.  In 1933, a loan denial 
was received from the National Industrial Recovery Act fund; the letter signed by the State Engineer, E. R. 
Hoffman. (Peebles, review of Post #27 meeting notes) 

 

A fund-raising event held by the post in 1933, known as the Wild Spree of ‘83, was a themed event in which 
participants dressed in the fashion of 1883 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of Camas.  The 
event was documented in the local newspapers and included a carnival, side shows, rodeo, dances, a parade, 
and a beard contest to name just a few of the events.  It was reported that a large number of the men grew 
out their beards in hopes of a victory for the best beard (Warren 2002).  The mill, owned by Crown Willamette, 
donated paper for the making of gowns and paper felt for decorations.  A pavilion was erected on land also 
owned by Crown Willamette.  The pavilion was needed because the Legion was still in the midst of fundraising 
for the construction of their new Hall.  The Spree was held in a parking lot near downtown at 6th and Adams 
Streets (Columbian 1989).  

 

In April 1933, the land chosen for the Hall was deeded to the Ray Bennet American Legion Post #27 from the 
Crown Willamette Paper Company for the amount of $445.  This land was originally deeded to Hamilton J. G. 
Maxon and Arabelea Maxon (his wife) from the US Government in 1864.  It was then purchased by the Crown 
Willamette Company for $1,819 (Post Record X 26 March 1959).  It was a tough time to raise money and the 
property gift to the American Legion was well received. 
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Vancouver architect Day Walter Hilborn was selected to design the new building.  Hilborn was by this time 
rising in popularity as an architect.  He was also a veteran and therefore a member of the American Legion 
(http://www.dahp.wa.gov/learn-and-research/architect-biographies/day-w-hilborn). Post records show a 
receipt for a check written to Hilborn in the amount of $75.  This was the first payment to him for his design 
services. The overall fee paid to Hilborn totaled $125 (Post Record X 26 March 1959).  The design was 
submitted to a building committee that had been formed within the membership of the Post and was 
approved through a formal voting process (Post Record X 26 March 1959). 

 

Early into the construction of the building in January 1934, the Post had a mortgage with a six percent interest 
rate on a $3,500 principal. The mortgage was signed by D. Elwood Caples, an attorney.  Caples served for 12 
years as the Vancouver City Attorney, was a state Democratic Committee chairman, the first attorney of Clark 
County Public Utilities District, and also served as the first chairman of the Vancouver Housing Authority Board 
for 35 years (Columbian 1989). 

 

According to Virginia Warren, the Post building was constructed by volunteers with lumber purchased from 
Mr. A. McDonald’s saw mill located down the Columbia River from Camas (Warren personal communication 
2012).  According to Post #27 ledgers, many items associated with the construction of the building were paid 
for with beaver pelt (Peebles).  The furnishings of the building upon its completion in 1935 were sparse.  They 
consisted of a pedestal for the Commander, a table for the Secretary, and a few chairs borrowed from the 
Masonic Hall (Post Record X 26 March 1959).  The original heating system for the building was a stove in which 
wood and coal was burned. Years later, the furnace was converted to oil (Peebles and Warren, personal 
communication 2012).   
 

The Hall was used for the mill’s Papermakers Grand Ball in 1936.  The Post Record published a story leading up 
to the event. The story stated that ticket sales were good, and that the heating system had been inspected 
and tested and would be comfortable “even for those not dancing” (Post Record XXIX, February 28, 1936) 

 

The members of the Post were generous to those in their community. Although not located within their new 
building, the Post established a soup kitchen for the needy during the Depression.  The soup kitchen was run 
from the basement of a local hotel.  The Post itself always seemed to be in debt, however.  The upstairs was 
used for dances and potlucks and the firemen rented it out at New Year’s for their dance event (Warren 2002).  

 

The Post explored many options to raise money, including an attempt to start a club that would be located in 
the hall.  Many opposed the idea and it was not until 1960 that the Post rented the upstairs to Ruby and Floyd  

Henley to use as a roller skating rink which helped to greatly improve the Legion’s financial status (Peebles and 
Warren, personal communication 2012).   

 

After the skating rink closed, the building was occupied by the Rocket City Neon Museum and Store beginning 
in 1995 (anonymous, personal communication 2012, City of Camas Permitting Office Records).  The building 
was purchased from the Legion in 2005 by Family Bible Church and changed ownership two more times before 
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CID Bio-Science purchased the property in 2011 with the purpose of renovating the existing building for use as 
their corporate headquarters and manufacturing facility. 
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9.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property .47 AC 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM References on a continuation sheet.) 
 
1 10  5 47 358  5 04 8505  3          
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

 Northing 
 

  Zone 
 

Easting 
 

 Northing 
 

 

2           4          
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

 Northing 
 

  Zone 
 

Easting 
 

 
 

Northing 
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description  
(Describe the boundaries of the property.)   
 
Building sits at Southwest corner of NE Third Ave and East 1st Avenue and faces north. Ne 3rd Ave forms the nothern boundary of the parcel, 
while East 1st Ave curves to the west just south of NE 3rd, forming the east and south boundary. The building is bordered to the west by the 
Community Pregnancy Clinic and a large gravel/asphalt parking lot that serves the clinic and nearby Parkside Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Boundary Justification  
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)     
 
Property boundaries were determined by deed and survey  
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Form Prepared By  

name/title               Suzy Truitt – Order Administrator 
organization          CID Bio-Science date     
street & number  4901 NW Camas Meadows Dr telephone 360-833-8835 
city or town   Camas state WA zip code 98607 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Continuation Sheets 
 
Maps 
      A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
 
      A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
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Photographs 
    
Pre-renovation: 
Photo 1 of 17:   West exterior ADA ramp pre renovation 
Photo 2 of 17:   Window and door condition pre renovation 
Photo 3 of 17:   Window and door condition North and East pre renovation 
Photo 4 of 17:   Typical interior window pre renovation 
Photo 5 of 17:   Typical window and door interior pre renovation 
Photo 6 of 17:   South exterior pre renovation 
Photo 7 of 17:   First floor pre renovation 
Photo 8 of 17:   First floor facing east toward Legion Room pre renovation 
Photo 9 of 17:   Entrance door (falling off hinges) pre renovation 
Photo 10 of 17:  East exterior pre renovation 
Photo 11 of 17:  Bare interior 2nd floor pre renovation 
Photo 12 of 17:  2nd floor south facing pre renovation 
 
Mid-renovation work 
Photo 13 of 17:  East exterior façade mid renovation 
Photo 14 of 17:  2nd floor interior facing north mid renovation 
Photo 15 of 17:  Interior restored truss facing south 
Photo 16 of 17:  Interior restored truss 
Photo 17 of 17:  Interior north facing mid renovation 
 
Additional attachments: 
Legion Hall USGS Map and Survey 
 
Original architect drawing First Floor 
Original architect drawing Second Floor 
Original architect drawing Footing Plan 
Original architect drawing Longitudinal section 
Original architect drawing East and North Elevations 
Original architect drawing West and South Elevations 
Original architect drawing Fireplace and Truss detail 
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Property Owner    

name                 Leonard Felix 
street & number  4901 NW Camas Meadows Dr telephone 360-833-8835 
city or town            Camas state WA zip code 98607 
 
 

 
4b. CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

In my opinion, the property  meets /    does not meet the Clark County Heritage Register 
criteria.  (  See continuation sheet.) 

 
 
             
Signature of commenting staff                 Date 
 

 
4c. CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION / 

DECISION 
 

IN THE OPINION OF THE CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, THE 
PROPERTY MEETS  / DOES NOT MEET  THE CLARK COUNTY HERITAGE REGISTER 
CRITERIA.  (  See continuation sheet.) 

 
 
             
CHAIRPERSON, 
Clark County Historic Preservation Commission   Date 
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Photo 1:  West exterior ADA ramp pre-renovation 

Photo 2:  Window and door condition pre-renovation 
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Photo 3:  Window and Door condition North and East pre-renovation 

Photo 4:  Typical interior window pre-renovation 
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Photo 5:  Typical interior window and door interior  pre-renovation 

Photo 6:  South exterior pre-renovation 
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Photo 8:  First floor facing east toward Legion Room pre-renovation 

Photo 7:  First floor pre-renovation 
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Photo 9:  Entrance door (falling off hinges) pre-renovation 

Photo 10:  East exterior pre-renovation 
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Photo 11:  Bare interior 2nd floor pre-renovation 

Photo 12:  2nd Floor south facing pre-renovation 
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Photo 13:  East exterior façade mid-renovation 

Photo 14:  2nd floor interior facing north mid-renovation 
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Photo 15:  Interior restored truss facing south 

Photo 16:  Interior restored truss  
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Photo 17:  Interior north facing mid-renovation 
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Walter Day Hilborn Drawings/Plans - 1935 
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Walter Day Hilborn Drawings/Plans - 1935 
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Walter Day Hilborn Drawings/Plans - 1935 



Clark County Heritage Register Nomination Form CLARK COUNTY , WA Page 35 of 47 
   

 
  

Demolition Plans - 2012 
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1st Floor Layout Plan- 2012 
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2nd Floor Layout Plan - 2012 
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North Entrance Architectural Rendering - 2012 
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  South Entrance Architectural Rendering - 2012 
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North Entrance (2) Architectural Rendering - 2012 
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