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Newsletter Update
Clark County is updating its municipal code and stormwater design 
manual to comply with Washington’s NPDES Phase 1 Municipal 
Stormwater Permit. This newsletter series will give you the latest 
updates and progress on the project.

WHAT’S NEW

We want to hear from you!
Clark County has completed a “Review Draft” of the stormwater municipal code 
and the updated stormwater manual.  We would like to hear from users, such as 
yourself, as to how these tools will assist your upcoming projects.  Here is some 
key information to help guide you through the drafts.

 �Water Quality Code 13.26A - Reducing and controlling the discharge of 
contaminants to stormwater runoff.  Changes to this chapter are minimal, such as 
formatting, updating language and consistency.

 � Stormwater and Erosion Control Code 40.385 - This code is in place to 
apply stormwater requirements to development projects to “safeguard public 
health, safety and welfare.”  This chapter has been significantly reduced and most 
technical information has been moved to the updated Clark County Stormwater 
Manual.  

 � Clark County Stormwater Manual - The updated manual will now be a 
stand-alone Clark County specific document to meet all of your stormwater 
management needs, including:
•	 Book 1 - Applicability, Submittals and BMP selection (Best Management 

Practices)
•	 Book 2 - BMP Design
•	 Book 3 - Pollution Source Control
•	 Book 4 - Maintenance and Operations

Read through the materials, let us know if you have questions and feel free to 
visit any of the meetings to the right to hear more on this important work.

The public comment period is open!
We can accept comment forms from April 11 - May 5, 2014  
on the Review Draft of the stormwater code and manual.
Visit www.clark.wa.gov/stormwater to find documents, comment forms 
and locations of printed copies of the materials for your review.
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 � Technical Advisory 
Committee meeting #8 
Public Service Center, 1300 
Franklin St.
•	May 7th – 3-5 pm 

 � Stakeholder Advisory 
Committee meeting #5, 
Elections, 1408 Franklin St. 
•	May  8th - 4-6 pm 

 � Clean Water Commission 
Public Service Center, 6th 
Floor, 1300 Franklin St.
•	May 7th,  6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 � Public Comment Period - 
Documents will be available 
for public review
•	April 11 - May 5, 2014  

 � BOCC Worksession
•	May 14, 11:15 am 

 � Draft Submittal to 
Department of Ecology 
•	June 2014

Important dates: 

All meetings are open to the public 

Bioretention swale in Mt. Vista neighborhood

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/phaseIpermit/phipermit.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/phaseIpermit/phipermit.html
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/ClarkCounty/?compiled-clarkco13/clarkco1326A/clarkco1326A.html
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/ClarkCounty/?compiled-clarkco40/clarkco40385/clarkco40385.html
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/ClarkCounty/?compiled-clarkco40/clarkco40385/clarkco40385.html
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+WA&hl=en&ll=45.632258,-122.677554&spn=0.002294,0.002411&sll=45.638924,-122.625135&sspn=0.207637,0.308647&oq=1408+Franklin+St.&t=h&hnear=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+Clark,+Washington+98660&z=19
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+WA&hl=en&ll=45.632258,-122.677554&spn=0.002294,0.002411&sll=45.638924,-122.625135&sspn=0.207637,0.308647&oq=1408+Franklin+St.&t=h&hnear=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+Clark,+Washington+98660&z=19
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+WA&hl=en&ll=45.632258,-122.677554&spn=0.002294,0.002411&sll=45.638924,-122.625135&sspn=0.207637,0.308647&oq=1408+Franklin+St.&t=h&hnear=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+Clark,+Washington+98660&z=19
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+WA&hl=en&ll=45.632258,-122.677554&spn=0.002294,0.002411&sll=45.638924,-122.625135&sspn=0.207637,0.308647&oq=1408+Franklin+St.&t=h&hnear=1408+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+Clark,+Washington+98660&z=19
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1300+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+WA&hl=en&sll=45.632258,-122.677554&sspn=0.002294,0.002411&t=h&hnear=1300+Franklin+St,+Vancouver,+Washington+98660&z=17
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FEEDBACK

Q.

A.

There are a lot of acronyms in these documents.  What is a BMP?  What 
is LID?  Are there clear and easy to understand glossaries to help a 
reader understand all these terms?

Given the technical nature of these documents, yes, there are lots of acronyms!  
Refer to the “Introduction to the Manual” at the front of the book for a thorough 
Table of Contents.  This should guide you to the information to best meet your 
needs.  Many of the definitions are based on the Washington Department of 
Ecology stormwater manual. As for some of these common terms:

 � BMP - Best Management Practice - a standard to best meet the facility 
needs

 � LID - Low Impact Development - creating features that work with the land 
to minimize impact

Depending on your project, you may need to use only a portion of the Clark County Stormwater 
Manual.  Refer to the section below to find out the chapters that may be of interest to you.

        Need more information?
Visit our website for links to county and state information  
 www.clark.wa.gov/stormwater
(360) 397-2121 or e-mail cleanwater@clark.wa.gov
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

The main sections of interest will 
include:
•	 Book 3 “Pollution Source Control,” 

and 
•	 Book 4 “Operations and 

Maintenance.”

Book 3 lists the BMPs for managing 
the site features and facilities that 
could potentially pollute stormwater, 
such as fueling stations, vehicle repair, 
scrap yards, painting areas, etc.

Book 4 lists the standards to maintain 
stormwater facilities that may be on a 
property, such as catch basins, swales, 
detention ponds, rain gardens, and 
bioretention facilities.

The main sections of interest will 
include: 
•	 Book 1 “Applicability, Submittal and 

BMP Selection,” and 
•	 Book 2 “BMP Design.”

Book 1 lists the requirements to 
comply with the regulations for 
development project design of 
stormwater facilities. It includes:
•	 submittal requirements 
•	 hydrologic analysis 
•	 on-site stormwater considerations
•	 infiltration analysis
•	 flow control design
•	 construction requirements for erosion 

control
•	 administrative considerations

Book 2 lists the BMPs that may be 
used in project design, including 
standard details.

The main sections of interest will 
include: 
•	 Book 4 “Operations and 

Maintenance.”

Book 4 outlines all of the resource 
information to maintain the various 
stormwater facilities that may be on a 
property, such as catch basins, swales, 
detention ponds, rain gardens, and 
bioretention facilities.

Business owner
Property manager
Facility staff
Operations staff

Homeowner’s 
Associations

Planner
Designer
Engineer
Developer / Builder

You can make improvements today 
to protect stormwater runoff on 
your own property?
•	 If you own a home, there are 

several things you can do to keep 
your yard green and river friendly. 
Winter is a great time to plan for 
your yard improvements. Visit 
our Green Neighbors program 
website for ideas and information.  
clarkgreenneighbors.org

•	 Is your business interested in 
“green” techniques to protect 
stormwater?  Visit our Green 
Business program to talk to our 
expert staff on ideas that work best 
for your business. clarkgreenbiz.org

•	 Does your school want to get 
involved? The Washington 
Green Schools has a school 
grounds audit that can give your 
school’s Green Team ideas on site 
improvements. 

Reducing pollutants to stormwater protects 
critical wildlife habitat, too. 
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www.clark.wa.gov/stormwater
http://www.clarkgreenneighbors.org/
http://www.clarkgreenbiz.com/
http://www.clarkgreenbiz.com/
http://www.wagreenschools.org/2337/school-grounds-and-gardens.html
http://www.wagreenschools.org/2337/school-grounds-and-gardens.html

