
““Everybody needs beauty as well as bread,Everybody needs beauty as well as bread,
places to play in and pray in,places to play in and pray in,
where nature may heal andwhere nature may heal and

give strength to body and soul alike.”give strength to body and soul alike.”
--John MuirJohn Muir
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How can we
get customers
back to our 
downtown 
businesses?

Can we slow down 
traffic in our neighborhood
to a respectful speed?

I just want to 
ride my bike.

Why don’t we at least
create safe routes to 
school for our kids?

What We are Hearing

Our senior citizens
can’t get across their
streets safely. 
Is there a solution?

I would simply like
to walk around
my neighborhood
to lose weight.



I can see the problems
for disabled and elderly

I would love for my son
to be able to walk around

About a year ago I lost a lot of weight
and now am an example for others.

I just love to walk I attribute my weight lose to walking

The rail-trail is so popular, I know we can do it.
We just need to get the vision into our town.

I would love to see some kind of trail
so I can get to work.

It is my job description
that I walk.

I find walking something I can do and enjoy it.

I want to do more walking and do it outside.



How can we
get customers
back to our 
downtown 
businesses?

Can we slow down 
traffic in our neighborhood
to a respectful speed?

I just want to 
ride my bike.

Why don’t we at least
create safe routes to 
school for our kids?

How we are responding

Our senior citizens
can’t get across their
streets safely. 
Is there a solution?

I would simply like
to walk around
my neighborhood
to lose weight.

Better Crosswalks

Better Sidewalks

Bike Lanes

Traffic Calming

Better
Streetscape
Design

Political Process



Quality of “PLACE”



Seattle, WA





Modern Urban Renewal



Destination Zones, Context Sensitive Design



Adding Value
Orlando, Fl



“We will not be a city of wealth unless we can attract those who have the option to 
go elsewhere.” 

–Rice University Professor Dr. Stephan Klineburg at the Blueprint Houston Leaders Conference where he 
spoke about the nation’s metamorphosis from a natural resources economy into a knowledge 
economy.

Prosperity



Style Matters





Traffic Calming
Creating

Quality Places



Learners

Adventurers

Who are we 
designing for?

“Mass Transit”



Explorers

Rollerbladers



“Mass Transit”

Young Athletes

“We need safe places
for our kids to play”



Set my people free!

Safe Routes to School



Dads connecting
with kids



Independent 
School Agers

Young
Entrepreneurs





Flatbellys

Young 
Adults

“I had never thought
about our streets as
places for play.”



Active, Healthy Adults





Active, Healthy Adults



Bonnie and Carlye’s Success Story



Tourists, Adventurers



Active Seniors

Freedom

Independence

“I don’t want to 
be a burden on 
my children”



Active
Seniors



Security 
Patrols

“I look forward to
my daily walk”



Disabled
Access

“When I broke my leg
and was on crutches, I
discovered the value of
good sidewalks.”



So, what’s it like to
walk in America today?



“Extreme” SidewalkDead End Sidewalk

Obstacles to
Walking

"A town that does not build
and maintain sidewalks does
not love its children.” 

-Margaret Mead
Desire Line



Desire
Lines

“I never thought
of sidewalks as part 
of our transportation
system.”



Seven Lanes
No Waiting

Lousy Crosswalks
Ready,
Set,
Go!









Ped-a-Pult

Not approved by AASHTO



"For things to change we have to change, "For things to change we have to change, 
for things to get better we have to get better."for things to get better we have to get better."



Grace Labyrinth
Milwaulkee, WI



Residential Street
Seattle, WA



Distinctive Places
Appleton, WI



Creative Sidewalks





Distinctive Sidewalks
add value
Austin, TX









Tourism
Boston, MA

Freedom Trail



University Ave
Rochester, NY



University Ave
Rochester, NY



Inspiring
Sidewalks









Cedarburg, WI

Great Crosswalks













Countdown Crosswalks
Cambridge, MA



Artful Expression
La Jolla, CA



Local Expression
Hilo, HA



Access to Lakeshore Trail
Chicago, IL



Traffic Calming
The Early Years



Skinny Streets

Too Wide
Too Fast

40’

25’17’

Seattle, Wa



Green Bay, WI



Chicane
Seattle, WA



Chicane
Austin, TX



Tallahassee, FL







DePere, WI



Beautiful Roundabouts
Context Sensitive Design



Road Diets: Reduce 4 lanes . . .



. . . to 2 lanes 
plus a median or 
turning lane,

leaving room 
for bike lanes 
and wider 
sidewalks.



Road Diets

Can Benefit 
Pedestrians, 
Bicyclists, 
Motorists and 
Adjacent 
Businesses









Car entering from signal 
typically waits 10-60 
seconds

Car during off peak 
enters without delay

Car during peak 
waits for an opening 
gap or event

1

2

3 4

1. Pedestrian crosses street

2. Cars exits

3. Car makes turn

4. Car pulls out



Roundabouts work in Snow Country



Perth, Australia

Florida





Transit Stop, Seattle, WA



Creative Transit Stops
Orlando, FL



Public Art/Transit
Tucson, AZ









Trails
Symbols of Adventure, Health, Vitality





Boyle Heights, L.A., CA



Bike Lanes
Invitations to Ride





Palo Alto Bike Boulevard





Bicycle Education, Marysville, Michigan





Economic Development

“To compete successfully in the age of talent,
regions must make quality of place a central
element of economic development efforts.”

-Richard Florida,
Competing in the Age of Talent



Adaptive Reuse

“I want to live in an
interesting place where 
I don’t have to drive 
everywhere.”



Homebuyers report they want
safe, quiet neighborhoods 

and access to nature



Duluth, GA



Economic
Development

2003



“Because context matters.
Change the context of how people live,

And you change everything.”
Thomas Friedman, NY Times





Fabulous Ferndale



Plymouth, MI





Public Art in Public Places



Community Points of Pride















Tell me, I hear
Show me, I see

Involve me, I understand

Let’s go for a Walkabout



Charlie GandyCharlie Gandy
Austin, TexasAustin, Texas



Active, Livable CommunitiesActive, Livable Communities

–– Creative, Unique Places differentiateCreative, Unique Places differentiate
from dull, sterile nofrom dull, sterile no--placesplaces

–– Distinctive, Colorful Places attract Distinctive, Colorful Places attract 
Distinctive, Colorful PeopleDistinctive, Colorful People

–– Active, Healthy Places attract Active, Healthy Places attract 
Active, Healthy PeopleActive, Healthy People

-- Human Scale Places Human Scale Places –– YesYes
Industrial Scale Places Industrial Scale Places -- NoNo



Active, Livable CommunitiesActive, Livable Communities

-- Great, Fun Places for Work and PlayGreat, Fun Places for Work and Play

-- Unique, Authentic Brands and Approaches SellUnique, Authentic Brands and Approaches Sell

-- Function with beauty beats sterile functionalityFunction with beauty beats sterile functionality

-- Robust Community Involvement adds Robust Community Involvement adds 
value with less conflictvalue with less conflict





Residential Street
Seattle, WA
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	"For things to change we have to change, for things to get better we have to get better."
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Active, Livable Communities
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