
Garden 8:  
Rain Garden 
& Vegetated 

Bioswale

Natural Gardens 
at Pacific Park

What is a rain garden?

Filled with rocks, loose soil, and native 
plants, rain gardens are 3 to 12 inch deep 
depressions that are created to collect and 
filter runoff from driveways, roofs, and other 
impermeable surfaces. Its plants help to 
attract native wildlife, ease flooding during 
heavy rains, and filter the runoff before it 
reaches our waterways.

Rain gardens are a great tool 
for reducing pollution and 
preserving our water systems. 
Vegetated bioswales can filter 
pollutants from the water runoff, 
ease flooding potential, and 
redirect water away from critical 
infrastructure. The combination 
of the two can positively impact 
your local aquifer and promote 
water conservation.

What kind of pathway can I use in my rain 
garden?

Choose a rock that will be stable and 
permeable. A flagstone patio or a cobble path 
can be used cooperatively to create beautiful 
visuals and functional areas. With the flagstone, 
which is great at preventing weeds, make sure 
to put a layer of level gravel or sand under to 
prevent the stones from cracking or shifting. 

Are rain gardens and bioswales expensive 
to install?

After the initial cost, they are quite 
inexpensive. Cheaper than underground 
water filtration systems, these features are 
sturdier, too. Rain gardens and bioswales 
mimic natural filtration processes and can 
transform your yard into a colorful landscape! 
All with the help of our typically-drippy 
Northwest weather!

Naturally Beautiful Backyards
Environmental Services’ Naturally Beautiful Backyards 
(NBB) program promotes the creation of healthy and 
productive ecosystems in residential yards and gardens 
by providing education on earth-friendly gardening 
techniques. Using earth-friendly gardening techniques 
can greatly reduce the use of synthetic chemicals, 
increase beneficial organism activity, enhance habitat 
and wildlife areas, and contribute to the overall health 
of the community. 

The NBB Program promotes six primary  
earth-friendly gardening techniques:

•  Tolerate minimal damage from pests. 

•  Build and maintain healthy soil. 

•  Use chemicals as a last resort. 

•  Use native plants when possible. 

•  Attract Beneficial Insects. 

•  Conserve water. 

Landscape planting design by Dennis O’Connor,  
Habitat Concepts.

For additional information, please contact Clark 
County Environmental Services at 360-397-2121,  
ext. 4352. www.clark.wa.gov/environment.

For other formats, contact the  
Clark County ADA Office: 

Voice: (360) 397-2322 
Relay: 711 or (800) 833-6388 
Fax: (360) 397-6165 
E-mail: ADA@clark.wa.gov
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Variegated Mondo Grass 
Ophiopogon japonicus

Brass Buttons  
Leptonetlla 

squalida 
‘Platt’s Black’

Chameleon Houttoynia  
Houttoynia cordata  
‘Chameleon’

Soft Rush  
Juncus effuses

MOIST SOIL PLANTS

WET SOIL PLANTS
COLUMN ROCK 

(TYPICAL)

DRY CREEK BED

• Cape Fuschia   
Phygelius

• Spirea   
Spiraea douglasii

• Catmint    
Nepeta

• Evergreen 
Huckleberry  
Vaccinium 
parvifolium

• Montbretia   
Crocosmia

• Beautyberry   
‘Profusion’

• Red Hot Poker   
Knipophia

• Yucca   
Yucca

• Mint   
Mentha

• Rhododendron  
Rhododendron

• Leadwort   
Ceratostigma 
plumbaginoides  
‘Blue Plumbago’

• Variegated 
Mondo Grass  
Ophiopogon 
japonicus ‘Variegata’

• Rose Campion   
Lychnis

• Chameleon 
Houttoynia  
Houttoynia cordata 
‘Chameleon’

• Pacific Ninebark 
Physocarpus 
capitatus

• Joe Pye Weed   
Eupatorium species

• Aster   
Aster

• Yellow Twig 
Dogwood   
Cornus sericea

• Sweetflag    
Acoris gramineus 
‘Ogon’

• Dwarf 
Bugleweed   
Ajuga reptans 
‘Chocolate Chip’

• Coreopsis   
Coreopsis

• Coreopsis   
Coreopsis 
‘Moonbeam’

• Lupine  
Lupinus

• Brass Buttons   
Leptonella 
squalida  
‘Platt’s Black’

• Wooly Thyme   
Thymus

• Thrift   
Dianthus species

• Spiderwort   
Tradeschantia

• Sneezeweed  
Helenium

• Catchfly   
Silene

• Bellflower    
Campanula

• Calla Lily   
Zantedeschia 
aethiopica

• Canna  
Canna Lily

• Delphinium   
Delphinium

• Black Eyed 
Susan   
Echinacea

• Evergreen   
Chaemecyparis

• Tall Goldenrod    
Solidago 
canadensis

• Heather   
Heather

• Hens and 
Chicks 
Sempervivum 
tectorum

• Rose Mallow   
Hibiscus

• Hibiscus    
Hibiscus

• Japanese 
Anemone  
Anemone japonica

• Japanese Blood 
Grass   
Imperata 
cylindrica

• Kinnikinik    
Arcostaphyllos  
uva ursi

• Lavendar    
Lavandula 
augustifolia ‘Hidcote’

• Liriope - 
Variegated   
Acorus gramineus 
‘Variegatus’

• Golden  
Creeping Jenny    
Lysimachia 
nummularia ‘Aurea’

• Grass    
Molinia

• Phlox   
Phlox panniculata

• Pacific Ninebark    
Physocarpus 
capitatus

• Rush    
Juncus (effusus or 
accuminatus?)

• Blue Sedum   
Sedum refluxum 
‘Blue Spruce’

• Autumn Joy 
Sedum    
Sedum autumn joy

• Autumn Glow 
Sedum   
Sedum autumn glow

• Snowberry    
Symphoricarpos 
albus

• Cotula   
Leptonella squalida 
‘Platt’s Black’

• Cheddar Pinks    
Dianthus 
gratianopolitanus 
‘Tiny Rubies’

• Variegated shrub     
Sedum alboroseum 
‘Mediovariegatum’

• Yew    
Taxus media

• Zebra Grass   
Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Zebrinus’

• Tulip    
Tulipa ‘Abba’

• Spanish Bluebells    
Muscari armeniacum

Species List:


