Ediblelandscapingcanbejust
asbeautiful,ifnotmoreso,than
traditionallandscaping.Break

theediblegardenstereotypeand
ditchtheclassicfarmrows—be
creative!lUseheight,color,and
size to your advantage.

Why plant edibles and herbsin youryard?

Whenit'scomingfromyourownbackyard,
“eating local” is never easier! The health
and organic quality of your produce is
ensuredfromtheget-go,andyoucanenjoy
theediblesandherbsattheirnatural peak,
tasting the freshness that stores do not
always supply. Plus, harvesting from the
backyard, you can save money!

Will planting edibles be good for my soil?

You bet! Planting different kinds of plants
will help put different nutrients back into
your soil. However, ifyou do have poor soil
orwanttoplantinadifficultarea,lookinto
buildingaraisedbed.Theyareeasiertowork
around and theadded compostandsoilis
bound to increase the planting’s fertility.

How can | make it appealing to the eye?

Edibles are appealinginanyyard! Notonly
dothe colors, shapes, and sizes of produce
varygreatly,butalsodotheplantsthemselves.
If you have a small spaceand wanttoadd a
quaint touch, consider using wooden half
barrels, which can easily be moved around
your yard or patio.

Do | have to be careful of when and where
to plant edibles?

As with any other plant, be cautious of the
edibles’ needs. Different edibles grow in
differentseasons,sochecktheseedpackage
or ask your local nursery for information. If
your soil is poor, raised planter boxes will
help withdrainageandrootdevelopment.
You can also consider using “companion
planting’, or pairing up certain plants, to
increase productivity.

Are you considering ornamental grass for
your yard?

Why not make it edible, too! Chives, garlic
chives,Indianricegrass,societygarlic,garlic,
andlemongrassaregreatchoices.Notonly
do they add someflare, but their smell can
repel insects.

Naturally Beautiful Backyards

EnvironmentalServices'NaturallyBeautifulBackyards
(NBB) program promotesthecreationofhealthyand
productiveecosystemsinresidentialyardsandgardens
by providingeducationonearth-friendlygardening
techniques.Usingearth-friendlygardeningtechniques
can greatly reduce the use of synthetic chemicals,
increasebeneficialorganismactivity,enhancehabitat
andwildlifeareas,andcontributetotheoverallhealth
of the community.

The NBB Program promotes six primary
earth-friendly gardening techniques:

- Tolerate minimal damage from pests.
« Build and maintain healthy soil.

+ Use chemicals as a last resort.

« Use native plants when possible.

« Attract Beneficial Insects.

» Conserve water.

Landscape planting design by Dennis O’Connor,
Habitat Concepts.

For additional information, please contact Clark
County Environmental Services at 360-397-2121,
ext. 4352. www.clark.wa.gov/environment.

For other formats, contact the
Clark County ADA Office:

Voice: (360) 397-2322

Relay: 711 or (800) 833-6388
Fax: (360) 397-6165

E-mail: ADA@clark.wa.gov

Natural Gardens
at Pacific Park

Garden 1:
Edibles and Herbs
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