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Initiative Provisions

Year of charter establishment 1979 1969 1981 2005 1980 1979
Charter includes initiative power to the people Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Begins with presentation of petition for registration to….. Auditor Clerk of Council Auditor Auditor Elections Officer Auditor
No. qualified voters to register petition (silent) 1 or More 1 or More 1 or More 1 or More 1 or More
If rejected, detailed written explanation required Yes Yes (silent) (silent) (silent) (silent)

Proposed ordinances limited to one subject Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Enumerated Limitations Yes Yes No One Yes Yes

Compensation or working conditions of emps. Not Allowed Not Allowed (silent) (silent) Not Allowed (silent)
Authorizing and repealing of taxes Not Allowed (silent) (silent) (silent) Not Allowed (silent)
Appropriating money Not Allowed (silent) (silent) (silent) Not Allowed (silent)
Adopting annual budget or capital program Not Allowed (silent) (silent) (silent) Not Allowed (silent)
Redistricting of Commissioner/Legislative districts Not Allowed (silent) (silent) Not Allowed Not Allowed (silent)

Increased expenditures require increased funding Yes (silent) Yes Yes (silent) Yes
Percentage of voters required to place on ballot 10% 10% 10% 15% 7% 15%

Percentage of last __________ election Gubernatorial County Executive County Executive Gubernatorial Gubernatorial General
Each petition contains full text of the ordinance (silent) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Who evaluates legal aspects of the ordinance (silent) (silent) Prosecuting Attorney (silent) (silent) (silent)
Who determines wording of ballot title Comm. Set Process Prosecuting Attorney Prosecuting Attorney Prosecuting Attorney Prosecuting Attorney Prosecuting Attorney

Length of the ballot title (silent) (silent) 20 Words or Less 75 Words or Less 50 Words or Less 20 Words or Less
Who determines the form of initiative petitions Commissioners County Council (silent) Auditor Elections Officer Auditor

Petition form established by ordinance Yes Yes (silent) (silent) (silent) (silent)
Number of days to file petition following registration 90 Days 90 Days 120 Days 120 Days 90 Days 120 Days

Petitions are submitted to ….. Auditor County Council Auditor Auditor Elections Officer Auditor
Who verifies validity/sufficiency of signatures Auditor Elections Division Auditor Auditor Elections Officer Auditor
Number days to verify & transfer to Commissioners 20 Days (silent) (silent) (silent) (silent) (silent)

Comm./Council:  Must hear/consider initiative Yes Yes (silent) (silent) (silent) (silent)
Must have a roll-call vote Yes (silent) (silent) (silent) Yes (silent)
Can respond by adopting the ordinance Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Adoption prevents a vote by electorate Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Number days to enact before goes to voters 60 Days 90 Days 120 Days (silent) 60 Days 120 Days
If not enacted, which election goes to vote Next Reg./Special Next Reg./Special Next General Next General Next Gen./Special Next General
Number days by which must be on ballot More Than 105 Days More Than 135 Days More Than 120 Days More than 120 Days More Than 60 Days More Than 120 Days
Based upon…… When Introduced When Petitions Filed When Registered When Registered Verification Submission When Registered

Comm./Council can adopt substitute ord. on same matter Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
If substitute, must be on ballot with initiative Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Voters can accept either or reject both Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
If reject both, neither may win in election Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
If accept, ordinance with most votes wins Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Number days to enactment of an approved ordinance 10 Days 10 Days 10 Days (silent) 10 Days 10 Days
Number years to await amendment/repeal of initiative 2 Years (silent) 2 Years 2 Years 1 Year 2 Years
County Executive veto authority over initiative ordinance Not Applicable No No No No No
Initiatives only for unincorporated area allowed No Yes No (silent) No No

Pursuant to State law n/a Yes n/a (silent) n/a n/a
Only unincorporated area electorate may vote n/a Yes n/a (silent) n/a n/a
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