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This summary will provide you some knowledge of what Geologic Hazard 

means. To have a complete understanding of requirements, see Clark County 

Code (CCC) Chapter 40.430. 

What are Geologic Hazard Areas?  
Geologic Hazard Areas are areas having steep slopes; potential, active or 

previous landslides; or, extreme seismic hazards.  

 

Clark County has adopted regulations to safeguard public health by placing 

limitations on:  

 

Steep Slope Hazard Areas – areas where there is not a mapped or designated 

landslide hazard, development on four types of hazardous areas: but are 

steep slopes equal to or greater than 40% slope. The presence of steep slopes 

suggests that slope stability problems are possible.  

 

Landslide Hazard Areas – areas susceptible to land sliding due to a 

combination of slope inclination, soil type, and presence of water.  

 

Seismic Hazard Areas – areas subject to severe risk of damage as a result of 

an earthquake, slope failure, settlement, or surface faulting. This area is 

defined by a map published by the Washington State Department of Natural 

Resources.  

 

Volcanic Hazard Areas – areas subject to possible low and high density 

volcanic flows as shown on the Volcanic Hazard Map of Clark County. 

  

Can I do anything in an area that has identified geologic 
hazards?  
Yes. Activity can take place with a permit and some can take place without 

one. Any development, earth movement, clearing, or other site disturbance 

activities within or adjacent to a geo-hazard area requires permit approvals 

from the county. Activities that can take place without permit review include:  

• Emergency activities which require immediate action to prevent an 

imminent threat to health, safety or property. As soon as practical, 

the responsible party shall provide written notification to the county 

and obtain all applicable permits; 

• The expansion, remodel, reconstruction or replacement of any 

structures which will be set back from the geologic hazard area a 

distance which is greater than or equal to the setback of the original 
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 structure and which will not increase the building footprint by more than 1,000 square feet inside a steep 

slope hazard area, landslide hazard area or their buffers; 

• Any replacement, operation, repair, modification, installation or construction by a state or locally franchised 

utility company in an improved right-of-way or utility corridor; 

• Normal and routine maintenance and repair of existing utility facilities, equipment and appurtenances; 

• Any development activity on or within 100 feet of steep slopes that have been created through previous, legal 

grading activities is exempt from steep slope hazard regulations;  

• Applications for short plats in the rural area that are certified by a registered geologist or professional 

engineer in the state of Washington are exempt from some requirements of the ecologic hazard areas code 

even though a mapped geohazard exists on the plat or within 100 feet of the boundaries of the plat. A 

certification shall be provided with the preliminary plat application by means of one of the following: 

o A development envelope is designated on the plat which is certified to be over 100 feet from any 

regulated geologic hazard area. A stamped letter which documents how the designated envelope is 

exempt from the requirements of the code shall accompany the development envelope diagram; or 

o A stamped letter which documents there are no areas within the boundaries of the plat that are within 

100 feet of any regulated geologic hazard area. 

• All forest practices other than Class IV G (conversions). 

 

My property is on your Geologic Hazard Area map. Can I still build a home?  
Yes. Before construction can start, the location of the home needs to be reviewed for consistency with the 

Geologic Hazard Area regulations to ensure a safe and stable building site.  

  

How do I know I have chosen a safe and stable location for my home?  
The primary purpose of Geologic Hazard regulation is to ensure safe development. As the property owner, you 

will need to hire a qualified professional engineer or a licensed geologist to do a Geologic Hazard Area Study of 

your property.  

  

The Geologic Hazard Area Study, usually called a Geologic Technical (Geo-tech) report, must be prepared, 

stamped, and signed by a geotechnical engineer or geologist who meets the requirements set forth in Clark 

County Code Section 40.100.070.  

   

This study will include a review of topography, soils information, a site history, slope stability study, soil 

compaction date, a discussion of study methods, and recommended measures to ensure the suitability of the 

Geologic Hazard Area for your proposed project. The study will determine the viability of any proposal.  

 

For a residence, what permits do I apply for?  
If you have a house plan chosen, you may apply for both your building permit and the Geologic Hazard Study 

review at the same time.  

 

What if I want to develop the property in some other manner than a residence?  
To begin the process, you will need to apply for a Pre-Application Conference. This conference is a preliminary 

process to familiarize you with the county regulations.  

  

At the conference, staff will discuss other potential development regulations that will affect you. This conference 

will help you best accommodate geo-hazard constraints within the framework of your proposed development.  
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After the Pre-Application Conference is complete, the next step is to submit the completed application forms and 

fees to the Permit Center.  

 

How does the application review process work?  
Once a complete application is accepted, your packet will be routed to county staff who will review your study’s 

findings and methodology to ensure that the technical data has been properly collected and analyzed.  

  

Staff will review the study’s findings and recommendations and compare these recommendations to the Clark 

County Geologic Hazard Areas regulations, then issue a decision on how to proceed.   
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