
 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
 
TO:   Board of Clark County Councilors 
  
FROM:  Steve Morasch, Planning Commission Chair 
 
PREPARED BY:  Jose Alvarez 
   
DATE:   April 15, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  CPZ2015-00008 Ridgefield School District CFP 2015-2021 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:   
  
The Planning Commission heard this request on October 15, 2015 and recommends approval 
by a vote of 4 to 3 the request to adopt by reference the Ridgefield School District Capital 
Facilities Plan in the Clark County Comprehensive Plan.  
 
  
BACKGROUND:  

Chapter 36.70A of the Revised Code of Washington enables school districts to develop capital 
facilities plans and impact fee programs for new residential developments in order to offset the 
impacts of growth on school facilities.  It further requires these plans and programs be reviewed 
and approved as part of the county and city comprehensive plans in which the school district is 
located.   
 
The Ridgefield School District Board of Directors has modified its capital facilities plan, and 
recommends that Clark County formally adopt the plan and collect school impact fees as 
follows: 
 

 Existing Fee Proposed Fee 
Single Family Residence $3,983 $7,900-2016 

$11,200-2017 
Multi Family Residence $1,796 $4,900-2016 

$6,947-2017 
 
The request is consistent with Section 40.620.030 (A) of the Clark County Code, which requires 
school districts to submit to the county, at least every four years updated capital facilities plans 
adopted by the school board for county approval. 
 
Summary of Comments Received 
 
To date, no comments from other agencies or the public have been received regarding this 
proposal. 
 
APPLICABLE CRITERIA AND FINDINGS 
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In order to comply with the Plan Amendment Procedures in the Clark County Unified 
Development Code (UDC 40.560.010), in considering requests to update capital facilities plans, 
policies and procedures, the County must determine that these updates are consistent with 
applicable policies and implementation measures of the Comprehensive Plan, and in 
conformance with the purposes and intent of the applicable inter-jurisdictional agreements. 
 
Consistency of this proposal with the Community Framework Plan, Countywide Planning 
Policies, Clark County Comprehensive Growth Management Plan and other related Plans 
 
The school district’s capital facilities plan and attendant impact fees will apply to residential 
development within the school district service boundary.   
 
Impact fees are based on calculations of children per household by housing type.  For this 
analysis, this is the acceptable method for projected school facilities with all costs resulting in an 
impact fee amount per unit by housing type. School impact fees are not assessed on 
commercial and industrial development. 
 
Upon review, the school district’s capital facilities plan meets the minimum requirements of 
Chapter 36.70A of the Revised Code of Washington, and Section 40.620.030 (1) of the Clark 
County Code.  The plan includes: 

 
• A “Standard of Service” 
• An inventory of existing facilities, 
• A forecast of future needs, 
• Proposed locations and capacities of expanded or new facilities, 
• A six-year financing plan, and, 
• Application of the impact fee formula set out in Section 40.620.040 Clark County Code. 

 
Finding. The standard of service appears to be reasonably consistent with other similar school 
districts.  
 
Finding. The district’s enrollment projections are based on, and are consistent with, Clark 
County’s and City of Ridgefield’s comprehensive plans. Thus, the district’s enrollment 
projections appear reasonable and reliable. 
 
Finding.  The district’s anticipated funding levels are based upon historic state funding levels 
and other voter-approved bond measures. Thus, the district’s anticipated funding levels appear 
reasonable and reliable.  
 
Finding.  The district is proposing a two-step increase to school impact fees. The district 
appropriately applied the formula set out in Section 40.620 Clark County Code during this 2015 
review cycle.  The maximum allowable fee amounts for the Ridgefield School District are 
$11,289.53 for Single Family and $11,872.94 for Multi-family residences. The proposed fees of 
$7,900 for Single Family and $4,900 for Multi-family in 2016 and $11,200 for Single Family and 
6,947 for Multi-family in 2017 are both within these limits. 
 
RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
Based on the information provided, and the analysis presented in this report, the Planning 
Commission recommends APPROVAL of the proposed Ridgefield School District Capital 
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Facilities Plan and impact fees of $7,900 for Single family and $4,900 for Multi-family in 2016 
and $11,200 for Single Family and $6,947 for Multi-family in 2017. 
 
RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY 
 
The following table lists the applicable criteria and summarizes the findings of the staff report.   
 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE CRITERIA   
 Criteria Met? 
  Staff Report Planning 

Commission 
Findings 

Criteria for All Map Changes 
   
A.  Consistency with Countywide Policies 
 

Yes Yes 

 
Recommendation: Approval Approval 
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