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Dec. 6, 2018
Mr. Steve Morasch, Chair
Clark County Planning Commission
Public Service Center
1300 Franklin Street
Vancouver, WA 98660
RE: CPZ2018-00020 COMPREHENSIVE GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLAN 2015-2035
POLICY AND CORRESPONDING TEXT AMENDMENTS (CHAPTER 6 Capital Facilities
Element and Appendix E)
Dear Chair Morasch and Planning Commission Members:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal to amend the Capital Facilities
Element of the Clark County Comprehensive Plan. I am here on behalf of Friends of Clark
County to urge the Planning Commission to deny portions of amendment CPZ2018-00020
authorizing extension of sewer services outside the urban growth areas.
The elements of the proposal that seek to serve areas outside of the UGA that concern us are the
“Rural Industrial Land Bank” (RILB) and proposed freight rail dependent use (FRDU) overlay
zone.
First, the RILB was included in the 2016 Comp Plan and Growth Management Hearings Board
has ruled that the RILB designation does not comply with the Growth Management Act. The
Hearings Board further imposed an Order of Invalidity on the RILB designation. The County has
requested that the Hearings Board reconsider that decision and they have declined to accept the
County’s invitation. The issue is currently pending in the Washington Court of Appeals. It is
therefore not appropriate to be funding a wastewater connection until the county comes into
compliance with the GMA.
Second, the proposed FRDU overlay has not yet been adopted by the County Council. There has
not even been a public hearing on the overlay zone. Large questions loom – What is the
geographic size of the overlay? It has fluctuated wildly. What are the industrial uses that will be
allowed? Does the authorizing legislation for FRDU even allow for the extension of wastewater
services outside of UGAs?
Under SB 5517, the authorizing legislation, page 16, lines 9 through 17 states:

Any county located to the west of the crest of the Cascade mountains that has both a population
of at least four hundred thousand and a border that touches another state, and any city in such
county, may include development of freight rail dependent uses on land adjacent to a short line
railroad in the transportation element required by RCW 36.70A.070. Such counties and cities
may also modify development regulations to include development of freight rail dependent uses
that do not require urban governmental services in rural lands.
Whether or not urban services can be extended to rural lands will likely be a point of contention
even if the Council’s decision is to extend those services. It is my understanding that Ms. Cook
has advised the Council that GMA prohibits urban services in this area. In addition, the attached
e-mails show that Mr. Peterson and, then City Planner for Battle Ground, both agree that GMA
prohibits putting urban services in the area designated by FRDU and no language of SB 5517
overcomes language in the GMA that would prohibit what is being proposed (see attached emails). Even with language which might attempt to clarify that prior to those study areas being
served by the district, the County should not be planning for, and potentially charging ratepayers
for, a plan that will require complete compliance with the requirements of the GMA and RCW
57.16.010(7).
Also, there is uncertainty regarding who, and to what extent, it would be required to move from a
well and septic system service on their rural lands to paying the high cost of hooking up to a
public sewer, possibly later, water system which could cost between $5,000-$60,000 to hook up
depending on the address.
Thus, any decision to commit over $4 million dollars of public funds toward industrial
development outside of the UGA is premature and frankly undermines the public’s hope that the
decision process and their comments will be taken into honest consideration and that this is not
just a done deal.
Imagine, if this was your neighborhood, your home, your greatest asset overshadowed by so
much uncertainty and the decision to proceed with sewer lines to the project was already made in
advance of approval of zoning and overlay decisions. It is not fair to this community and not
considerate of the public’s trust that their tax dollars will be wisely spent.
Again, we urge you to remove the RILB and FRDU overlay areas from this comp plan
amendment.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Sue Marshall, President
Friends of Clark County.

