
 

Permitted uses are allowed by right, although they still need to meet the development standards of the 
zoning district and site plan review.  

Conditional uses have unusual characteristics or are located in areas with special characteristics. The 
uses can be approved with conditions, usually above and beyond the development standards of the 
zoning district and site plan review, to protect the interests of the surrounding properties or 
neighborhood, or the county as a whole. Classification as a conditional use is appropriate where a 
particular use might generate impacts that would be more or less significant depending upon the 
specific characteristics of the use and of the surrounding uses. If impacts can vary widely in significance, 
it can be difficult to adopt development standards that would be appropriate for every use and location.   

These conditions may include the following: 

• Increasing the required lot size or setback dimensions; 
• Increasing street widths; 
• Controlling the location and number of vehicular access points to the property; 
• Increasing the number of off-street parking or loading spaces required; 
• Limiting the number of signs; 
• Limiting the lot coverage or height of buildings because of obstructions to view and reduction of 

light and air to adjacent property; 
• Limiting building area and intensity of the use; 
• Limiting or prohibiting openings in sides of buildings or structures or requiring screening and 

landscaping where necessary to reduce noise and glare and maintain the property in a character 
in keeping with the surrounding area; 

• Establishing hours of operation; 
• Establishing maintenance standards; 
• Establishing standards under which any future enlargement or alteration of the use shall be 

reviewed by the county and new conditions imposed; 
• Requiring actions to reduce dust or odor; and  
• Requiring monitoring of particular impacts, such as air quality, traffic issues, or noise. 

Examples:  

Middle schools, high schools and churches are conditional uses in single family residential zones. 
Typically, the issues are landscaping (none required if in same zone), parking and activities/events that 
require additional consideration with relation to timing of events, outdoor lighting for ballfields, etc.  

Surface mining, including extraction and rock crushing, are conditional uses where noise studies have 
been required, hours of operation have been limited, and road maintenance agreements have been 
required.  

Footnotes are used to provide definitions, narrow or clarify the type of use, or refer to another section 
of code. They generally apply to all the footnoted uses, and do not address specific impacts. 


