
From: Stephen McWilliams
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: CCHPC - Jefferson Davis Highway Marker
Date: Monday, September 11, 2017 12:32:28 PM

Hi Jacqui,

I am emailing you today regarding the Clark County Historic Preservation Commitee's decision to
 open up public discussion for the removal of the Jefferson Davis Highway Marker. Has a decision
 and date been set for a public forum? If not, will your website contain updated information on the
 potential public discussion on the removal of the Highway Marker?

And lastly, if the decision is made not to open up for public comment, I wish to express my opinion on
 the removal of Jefferson Davis Highway Marker from Clark County Heritage Register: 

Jefferson Davis, and the Confederate States, are a beacon of racism and white supremacy in today's
 society. All symbols that support these aforementioned ideals need to be removed. However, the
 first step is to remove the Jefferson Davis Highway Marker from the Clark County Heritage Register. 
 Without the Jefferson Davis Highway Marker on the registry, the beacon of racism and white supremacy
 will no longer hold the right to be preserved in a physical historical site, sponsored by recognition, by the
 public entity of Clark County.

Thank you for taking time to read my inquiries and public opinion. I appreciate all the work you guys do to
 make Clark County great place to live.

Stephen McWilliams
Citizen of Clark County

Exhibit g

mailto:stephen.mcwilliams13@gmail.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov


From: Robert Wattez
To: Cnty Comm Planning Historic Preservation
Cc: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: Jeff Davis comments
Date: Saturday, September 09, 2017 8:37:24 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am uncertain as to how and where I can submit my comments regarding the upcoming October 5th
 meeting about the Jefferson Davis markers and was wondering if you could direct me as to how to do
 this. 

If this method is appropriate, then please  enter this letter into the public comment section; however, if not
 I will await your instructions.

I thought about providing my comments in person; however, given the fact that I am a white male and the
 violent nature of Black Lives Matter I fear for my personal safety. One only need look at what happened
 at Evergreen College this last May when BLM racists attacked white people on the college's campus to
 understand my concern.  This was not an isolated incident either. You can check KGW-TV's news stories
 on all the threatening and assaultive  behaviors members of this terrorist group have carried out both in
 and around Portland City Council chambers if one doesn't believe me.  The  racial leader of Vancouver's
 fledgling BLM movement has already stated the she is going to bus in  BLM ramble rousers to the
 October 5th meeting and if anyone opposes them within, with their physical presence, WILL BE
 ASSAULTED, perhaps even killed.  To that end, I'd like to suggest you request a strong police presence
 at your meeting, to protect you as well.

With that said, I think it is simply wrong to eliminate historical markers, records,etc to please a politically
 correct group.  How does eliminating Jefferson Davis' name even do anything? This cleansing of
 anything offensive to someone has simply become ridiculous. Portland Public Schools changed the
 name of the Lynch family schools because of the way the family's last name is spelled? Stupidity. ESPN
 commits racism against Asians by removing their Virginia correspondent because his name is Robert
 Lee. Stupidity. How long will it be before the Progressives realize that the father of Portland's Water
 system was Confederate Col. Issac Williams Smith of the Army of Northern Virginia and demand the
 removal of the free downtown water fountains?  Its history, and history is not pretty.  

I realize that this letter or my concerns will fall upon deaf ears,especially given the political correct
 charged climate in our country right now, but I have to say my piece and ask that you don't erase our
 county's history.  Those who agree with me already know that your decision will be to remove the
 monuments despite any opposition that there is to it.  

Thank you at least for letting the proponents of historic cleansing that you have nothing to do with the Jeff
 Davis Monument in Ridgefield, which I support. The liberal left believes that it my violate the First
 Amendment through anyway possible to get their way.  They refuse to believe that true ' inclusion and
 diversity' means that you include beliefs that are different from your own and not the conformity that they
 preach.  

Again, I would like to submit my comments in person, but I fear for my safety and don't wish to be labeled
 a racist or white supremacist which I am not. Heck , I wrote in Ben Carson's name in the last election.

Thank you

Robert Wattez
9303 NE 82nd Ave
Vancouver, WA 98662

rwattez@q.com 

mailto:johnr_robert@aol.com
mailto:historicpreservation@clark.wa.gov
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov
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Kamp, Jacqueline

From: Schroader, Kathy
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 12:05 PM
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: FW: Jefferson Davis Park Page

FYI 
 

 
 
Kathy Schroader 
Office Assistant II 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 
 
360.397.2280 ext 4958 
 

             
 
From: Peter Anderson [mailto:pelliot@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 2:55 PM 
To: Cnty Community Planning 
Subject: Jefferson Davis Park Page 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I am writing to as that you please remove this page from your website. It is a private park, and it is an 
embarrassment to have it in our community. Further, as your site notes, it has no significance to the heritage of 
our community. 
 
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/jefferson-davis-highway-marker 



From: Furno, Peggy
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: Jefferson monument
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 1:29:18 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi, Jackie,
I was referred to you as to whether you know who the contact is for the Jefferson monument
 located north of Vancouver off of I-5.  I had a citizen call stating that they wanted to monument to
 be taken down and I’m not sure where to direct him.  The caller is James King – 360-450-9106.
 
Thanks for your assistance.
 
 
 
Peggy Furno| Citizen Liaison
 

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
City Manager’s Office
415 W. 6th Street
PO Box 1995 | Vancouver, WA 98668-1995
P: (360) 487-8604 | TTY: (360) 487-8602 |WA Relay 711
www.cityofvancouver.us | www.cityofvancouver.us/socialmedia 

 
 
 

mailto:/O=LANMAIL/OU=VANCMAIL/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FURNOP
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/socialmedia
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/cmo/page/stay-connected-vancouver



From: redsand12185@aol.com
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: Removal of the Jefferson Davis Memorial Park neo-confederate"s monument
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 9:22:46 PM

Good evening,

I am citizen of Clark County and I am requesting the removal of the Jefferson Davis Memorial Park neo-
confederate's monument from the Clark County's Historic Register. It serves no purpose other than a
 reminder of the brutal and violent history of this country.

Thank you.

Ashley Giha 

mailto:redsand12185@aol.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov
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Kamp, Jacqueline

From: Schroader, Kathy
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 12:05 PM
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: FW: Jefferson Davis Marker

FYI 
 

 
 
Kathy Schroader 
Office Assistant II 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 
 
360.397.2280 ext 4958 
 

             
 

From: Allison Hopstad [mailto:ahopstad@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 7:20 AM 
To: Cnty Community Planning 
Subject: Jefferson Davis Marker 
 
Why do you still have this marker listed with glowing language on the county website? It's on private property 
and the highway is being renamed.  
 
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/jefferson-davis-highway-marker 





From: Elizabeth Madrigal
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: Comment re Jefferson Davis Memorial off I-5 in Ridgefield - Historic Register Removal
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 3:02:44 PM

Dear Commissioners,

First of all, thank you all for your service to our community. Your willingness to serve
 as Clark County Heritage Commissioners who evaluate and preserve the historic sites
 in Clark County benefits current and future generations.  I will be attending your next
 commission hearing and plan to publicly comment regarding the current registration
 of the neo-confederate monument on private property along the I-5, known as the
 Jefferson Davis Memorial.  

As I believe this will be discussed at your meeting on the 5th of September, I wanted
 to register my support for the commission and encourage you to set a public hearing
 to begin the process of removing this site from our public register.  Frankly with no
 historical significance to this area, it is disturbing that it got on the register in the first
 place.  No monument to a traitor who fought to continue and justify the enslavement
 of a people should ever receive public support in any manner.  

Allowing this abomination to remain on the public record, categorized in this way,
 inadvertently and overtly validates this history of our country's shameful crimes
 against our African American people.  Again, I sincerely hope you will set a public
 hearing. I would request that you collect my email below and advise me when and if
 this hearing is scheduled.

With warm regards,

Elizabeth Madrigal 
elizabeth.madrigal@gmail.com
Tel: 360.281.1615

mailto:elizabeth.madrigal@gmail.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov
mailto:elizabeth.madrigal@gmail.com


From: Orjiako, Oliver
To: Kamp, Jacqueline; Lumbantobing, Sharon
Subject: FW: JD Marker
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 9:52:46 AM

Just FYI. Thanks.
 

Oliver Orjiako
Director
COMMUNITY PLANNING

360.397.2280 ext 4112

          
 

From: David McDonald [mailto:david@mcdonaldpc.com] 
Sent: Sunday, August 13, 2017 1:46 PM
To: Horne, Chris
Cc: Orjiako, Oliver; Boldt, Marc
Subject: JD Marker
 
Chris:
 
I think it is time to remove this from our website and, concomitantly, from our Historic
 Register.  It sits on private property and the individuals have every right to have it there.
  However, I do not believe it is necessary for our county website to acknowledge it.
 
I grew up in the South and lived in a segregated society there for several years before
 integration came to the schools in 1969.  Back then, the private schools were integrated and
 the public schools were segregated so I attended private school.  When the schools integrated,
 my parents took me out of private school and put me into public school because they
 supported integration. I lived through the riots, racial struggles and city wide curfews of those
 tumultuous times and learned the important lesson of of diversity and integration.   Given the
 events during the presidential campaign, and especially of these past few days in Virginia (not
 to mention the resurrection of the KKK and the rise of groups such as Vanguard America), I
 see and feel a strong resurgence of some of the bigotry and superiority exuded by white
 members of my community when I was a child.  Thus, I advocate for the removal of reference
 to this monument on the county website.
 
I am not quite sure what the process would be for removing it from the Historic Register but
 removing it from the website should not be difficult.
 
Best Regards,
 
David

mailto:/O=LANMAIL/OU=CLARKMAIL/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ORJIAKOO
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov
mailto:Sharon.Lumbantobing@clark.wa.gov
https://www.clark.wa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clark-County-WA/1601944973399185
https://twitter.com/ClarkCoWA
https://www.youtube.com/user/ClarkCoWa/


 
 
 
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/jefferson-davis-highway-marker
 
 
 

JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY MARKER

Jefferson Davis Highway Marker

The listing of the Jefferson Davis Highway marker on the Clark County Heritage Register is
 unique. The monument itself is not deemed historically significant to Clark County, nor is the
 life of Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate States of America during the Civil War.

Rather, the significance lies in the grassroots effort, led by the Daughters of the Confederacy,
 for the designation and commemoration of Highway 99. 

The marker was listed on the Clark County Heritage Register in 2002.

Open to Public:

Yes. However, this property is privately owned.

Location
Jefferson Davis Highway Marker
24024 NW Maplecrest Rd 
Ridgefield,  WA 98642

David T. McDonald
David T. McDonald, PC
833 SW 11th Avenue #625
Portland, Oregon 97205
503-226-0188 (p)

https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/jefferson-davis-highway-marker
https://www.clark.wa.gov/sites/default/files/styles/gallery500/public/imageattachments/community-planning/page/7971/jeffdavis2.jpg?itok=BHzXHxK0
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/jefferson-davis-highway-marker#location


503-226-1136 (f)
www.mcdonaldpc.com
david@mcdonaldpc.com
Licensed to practice in state and federal courts in Oregon and Washington
 
 
 

http://www.mcdonaldpc.com/
mailto:david@mcdonaldpc.com


From: Naacp Vancouver
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: Comment re Jefferson Davis Memorial off I-5 in Ridgefield - Historic Register Removal
Date: Saturday, September 02, 2017 5:58:19 PM

Dear Commissioners,

I hope you are doing well, as a volunteer myself I understand the time commitment
 and sacrifice you are making, thank you! We are spoiled in Clark County with all the
 historical sights surrounding us. I was informed that the I-5 Jefferson Davis
 Memorial will be on the agenda of your next meeting. I will be attending and offering
 my public comment.

 

As a person of African descent that flag is a painful reminder that there were people
 who fought to keep slavery intact. As a mother and grandmother that has to drive
 pass this shameful flag with my children and grandchildren it sends a message to
 them, that they are not welcomed in Clark County.

 

Best Wishes

Bridgette Fahnbulleh

President   NAACP BRANCH 1139

360 356-4828

"We Shall Overcome"

mailto:naacpvancouver@gmail.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov


From: Michele Wollert
To: Cnty Comm Planning Historic Preservation
Subject: Remove Jefferson Davis National Highway Marker from Register
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 3:00:39 PM

Good afternoon:

I respectfully request that the members of the Clark County Historic Preservation Committee
 remove the Jefferson Davis National Highway Marker, located on private property, from its
 Clark County Heritage Register, as soon as possible.

Clark County should not be memorializing and honoring historic figures whose main claim to
 fame is that they fought to preserve and protect slavery, the most shameful violation of human
 rights our great country has ever seen.

These memorials were erected for one purpose only:  to glorify that reprehensible time in
 history and to cause infinite distress to oppressed minority residents as a reminder of their
 former second-class status. 

Jefferson Davis declared in 1861 that the cause of his state’s secession was that “she
 had heard proclaimed the theory that all men are created free and equal, and this
 made the basis of an attack upon her social institutions; and the sacred Declaration
 of Independence has been invoked to maintain the position of the equality of the
 races.”  Davis’s vice president, Alexander Stephens, also stated that “slavery . . . was
 the immediate cause of the late rupture and present revolution” and that protecting it
 was the “cornerstone” of the new Confederate government.

This memorial should never have been given a place of honor on the Clark County Heritage
 Register.  Please vote in the affirmative to remove it.

Thank you for your public service.  My husband and I own two historic homes (1910 and
 1911) in this beautiful county.  Your work is very important and I very much appreciate it.

Regards,

Michele Wollert
Vancouver WA
Shumway and Arnada

mailto:michelewollert@gmail.com
mailto:historicpreservation@clark.wa.gov


To: historicpreservation@clark.wa.gov  

To: Jacqui Kamp 

Cc: Robert Ted Hinds (Chair), Sarah Fox (Vice-Chair), Sean Denniston, Alex Gall, Rob Heaney, Roch Manley, 

Mark Pelletier 

RE: De-Listing Jefferson Davis Park on Clark County Historic Registry 

From: Southwest Washington Emergency Response Network Against Hate 

Date: 08/31/2017 

 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

We are a committed group of people who have organized in Southwest Washington to mobilize responses to 

acts of hate. We are writing to express our strong support of de-listing the Jefferson Davis Park on the Clark 

County Historic Registry. 

According to the Historic Sites website: “This highway's coast-to-coast designation is an important early 

project accomplished by an American women’s organization” but reputable scholars and historic websites do 

not include this as an important accomplishment in Washington during that time. This particular item does not 

have an adequate educational nor historically significant reason to be included in the register nor for the 

owners of the land to receive the tax incentives that come from this listing.  

It is important to consider when the marble slab was erected in order to contextualize the creation of the 

memorial. It was erected on June 18th, 1938 – 73 years after the Civil War ended and during a decade of rising 

backlash towards immigrants and minorities. This memorial, rather than celebrating the victory of the 

highway, was a means of institutionalizing and reifying a racist ideology that had officially lost almost three 

quarters of a century before.  

As homeowners, renters, and tax-paying residents in Clark County, we do not support the message that 

including this “memorial” on the historic sites sends. We strongly encourage you to take it off the list and 

begin the process of healing that our country still needs over 150 years after the conclusion of the Civil War.  

We want Clark County to represent inclusion and support for all of our neighbors, and this monument sends a 

very different and repugnant message. 

Sincerely, 

 

Tina Burdsall  
On behalf of: Southwest Washington Emergency Response Network Against Hate 

mailto:historicpreservation@clark.wa.gov
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Kamp, Jacqueline

From: Schroader, Kathy
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 12:06 PM
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: FW: Jefferson Davis Highway marker link?

FYI 
 
 
 
Kathy Schroader 
Office Assistant II 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 
 
360.397.2280 ext 4958 
 
           
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Michele Wollert [mailto:michelewollert@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 11:15 AM 
To: Cnty Community Planning 
Subject: Jefferson Davis Highway marker link? 
 
Good morning: 
 
Just curious why a Confederate marker on private property is listed on the Community Planning section of Clark County’s 
website? 
Do you all know how that came to be placed here?  Did David Madore and/or Tom Mielke direct that action? 
 
Thanks for helping me understand its significance to a public government entity. 
 
Regards, 
 
Michele Wollert 
Vancouver 









From: Erik Ernst
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: Jefferson Davis Park
Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 9:22:10 PM

Greetings,

  I was recently told that the County is having a meeting on October 3rd to consider removing Jefferson
 Davis Park from the Historic Registry. I strongly urge the board to not remove the Park from the historic
 registry. It is absolutely preposterous to remove significant historical places and items just because a
 small group of people (ANTIFA) are asking to have them removed. These are the same people who
 threw tar and paint on both Jefferson Davis Highway markers, and completely painted over the Park
 sign. ANTIFA, was recently added to the terrorist watch list. Whats next, renaming the County, because
 its named after William Clark, or better yet, renaming the State of Washington, because Washington
 owned slaves. When will this madness end? Please take a stand with preserving history. If you do not
 preserve history, then why does your board exist?
  We will be at the meeting on October 3rd, along with numerous others in support of keeping the Park on
 the registry. 

Thank you,
Erik Ernst
Secretary
Jefferson Davis Park 
-----------------
1st Brigade Commander
Sons of Confederate Veterans Pacific NW Division

mailto:imbel308win@yahoo.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov


From: larry farley
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: rebel
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 7:07:35 AM

leave the jefferson davis park alone---let the J.D. park be this means different thing's too us
 and we are not a hate group we go to the grave yards every year to honer our died! 

mailto:csafarley1863@gmail.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov


From: larry farley
To: Kamp, Jacqueline
Subject: rebel
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:48:39 AM

we all are u.s. vet's in the eyes of the U.S.A.  so stop taken our rights away from us S.C.V.
 1ST LT. FARLEY!

mailto:csafarley1863@gmail.com
mailto:Jacqueline.Kamp@clark.wa.gov




 
Clark County 

Historic Preservation Commission 
 

Identify, evaluate, designate and assist in the protection of Clark County’s irreplaceable historic and cultural resources. 
 
Historic Preservation Commission            P.O. Box 9810, Vancouver, WA 98666-2011                Phone: 360.397.2280 ext. 4913     

 
http://www.clark.wa.gov/planning/historic 

 
 

                        
Meeting Notes 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017 - 6:00 p.m. 

(These are summary, not verbatim, minutes. Audio recordings are available on the Historic Preservation 
Commission’s page at www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/historic-preservation-commission.) 

Member Present: Robert Hinds, Mark Pelletier, Sarah Fox, Roch Manley, Sean 
Denniston, Rob Heaney and Alex Gall 

Members Excused:  

Staff Present: Jacqui Kamp and Chris Cook (Clark County);  Jan Bader and Jon 
Wagner (City of Vancouver)  

Guests: Patrick Lee (Applicant-Clark County) 

 

I. Roll Call & Introductions: Commission members and staff introduced themselves. 
 

II. New Business and Announcements: 

Jefferson Davis Highway Marker: Discussion to consider scheduling a public hearing about 
whether the marker should be removed from the Clark County Heritage Register. 

• Jacqui Kamp, staff, provided a brief overview of the reason this item was before the HPC 
• After the violence in Charlottesville in August, the county received comment regarding concern 

of the marker on the Clark County Heritage Register with some requesting it be removed 
which have been forwarded to the Historic Preservation Commission, collected as part of the 
record and posted to the web 

• Jacqui stated the background of the highway marker and the process required to remove it from 
the Clark County Heritage Register which is owner initiated or commission initiated. The 
process is same as placing it on the register. All comments are part of the packet 

• Sean Denniston asked who the markers belong to. 
o Jacqui stated the highway marker is owned by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

• Sean asked if there is a process to amend nominations. 
o Jacqui stated that it would be through a public hearing. 
o Chris Cook confirmed that to take an action and make a record there would need to be 

a public hearing. 

http://www.clark.wa.gov/planning/historic
http://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/historic-preservation-commission


• Sarah Fox made a motion to schedule a hearing for this topic at the next available meeting date. 
Roch Manley seconded the motion. 

• Roch stated that this would be the first registered site/property/item that we have talked about 
changing status on and Sean makes a good point as to relevance of history changes and which 
history is relevant 

• Sean stated that we don’t put things on the register to honor them, we put them on the register 
because they are significant. Not all history is honorable; some terrible things can be significant. 
We have to be honest about the significance about the things on the register. The National 
Register does not put memorials on the register unless the thing itself is significant. 

• Sarah reminded Sean that the discussion should be on the motion and the discussion about the 
topic should be at the hearing.   

• Robert believes the commission owes the community the process. 
• All were in favor (6-0 – Alex Gall was absent for the vote) of the motion to schedule a hearing 

for the Jefferson Davis Highway marker for potential de-listing of the marker from the Clark 
County Heritage Register.  

• Robert stated that the meeting will be at a larger location to accommodate all that would like to 
attend 

• Sarah explained that if you provided your email, you will get notified of the meeting 

III. Public Hearing – HST2017-00003 – 1919 NE 78th St., Vancouver – Clark County Poor 
Farm –Certificate of Appropriateness application for proposed new cemetery fence:  
 
• Jacqui Kamp gave an overview of the application of the Certificate of Appropriateness for a new 

split rail fence to encircle the cemetery on the north, south and east, and relocation of a chain 
link security fence that currently bisects the cemetery by moving it to the western boundary. 
The Certificate of Appropriateness also includes placement of an interpretive panel to explain 
that the fence was not historically part of the property. Staff is recommending approval of the 
application as proposed. 

• Robert Hinds stated that he understands the design concerns and cost implications of the fence 
options. He commends staff for a very good staff report and process.  

• Roch Manley liked the suggestion of removing the chain link fence at grade level so as not to 
disturb the soil by leaving the footings of the fence in place. Pat Lee (Parks Department) stated 
that that could create a safety hazard at the site and be a liability issue, specifically maintenance 
equipment that could run into the footings and personal injury that could occur.  Therefore the 
county wants to pull out the footings of the chain link fence completely. 

• Roch asked if the county has done the ground penetrating radar around the fence area to 
ensure proper removal of the fence footings. Pat handed out an exhibit to show where the 
burials are located and showing where the split rail fence will go. The perimeter of the cemetery 
will include a 15 foot buffer for maintenance roads along the north and south and a 12 foot 
buffer to the east for use as an access/maintenance road. The exhibit shows an 18 foot central 
road in the middle of the cemetery, which is where the existing chain link fence is located. We 
will be hiring an on-site cultural observer to oversee fence removal and post hole digging to 
guide us if we come across any artifacts.  

• Rob Heaney asked if the fence removal would be done by bulldozing with a track hoe bucket 
and chain as opposed to excavating them. Pat replied yes. 

• Sean asked if the notation about the fence not being historic would go on the interpretive panel 
that was designed for the cemetery. The reply is that the notation will need to go on a separate 
sign attached to the fence because the interpretive panel has already been created and printed. 



• Sean appreciated the thoroughness of the Certificate of Appropriateness and its responsiveness 
to addressing the concerns of the Historic Preservation Commission, even though he was not 
originally in agreement with adding a fence as it was not part of the original historic property. 

• Roch asked if there was a maintenance budget allocated for future repair and replacement. Pat 
Lee and Chris Cook (Clark County Prosecuting Attorney) replied that maintenance activities 
are funded through the county budget. 

 
Public Comment 

• Rob Freed: I serve on the Farm Advisory Board. The split rail fence may not be the ideal 
design, but it serves the correct purpose in protecting the valuable cultural resource and 
provides honor to the people who are buried there and protects against further 
disturbance. 

 
• Lisa Bayautet: Lisa requested the Historic Commission to please utilize their capacity to 

advise the Board of County Councilors to set aside funds for additional maintenance specific 
to this area if the fencing recommendation is made. She distributed photos of an easement 
fence for a stormwater access on the farm that extends towards her property. The fence 
was damaged last year and Lisa was told that it would be two to three years before the 
budget allows for its repair. Another photo shows another damaged fence near the 
cemetery which was damaged when a tree fell in 2015. Lisa read a letter written by her 
neighbor on August 28, 2017, describing this damaged fence. The neighbor conversed with a 
county employee one week later who was chopping up and removing the tree and said 
someone would return to repair the damaged fence. The fence has not been repaired to 
date and remains mangled in places and an eye sore, with blackberry bushes growing onto 
their property. The property owner is requesting access to the county property so that she 
can better remove the blackberry bushes and garbage that is occasionally left there. Lisa 
stated that there needs to be better communications between residents and the county 
regarding the maintenance of the fences. Lisa requested that the county please include a 
recommendation of additional maintenance funding for these fences because the county 
maintenance fund is not enough to repair and preserve these areas. Her second point is that 
she is aware of the 500 ft protected area that the Department of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation (DAHP) designates as a protected area beyond the 150 by 300 ft cemetery. 
Lisa stated that the county allowed her to build her home on the immediate border of the 
cemetery and that her home was excavated 10 feet during construction with no ground 
monitoring. A representative from DAHP told her that ”there is not yet a historical 
cemetery that has not revealed bodies outside of a cemetery in our state”. Lisa requested 
the commission to please honor the 500 ft boundary around the cemetery on all sides 
because she believes there are bodies outside of the cemetery. 

 
• Tracy Pax: Tracy read aloud her neighbor (Robin Summers) letter. Robin is one of the 

neighbors whose property borders the west side of the cemetery. Robin was informed by 
the Parks Department a few weeks ago that the cyclone fence would be moved to the west 
and it would be 6-8 feet from the property line allowing trees to be planted. Issues 
regarding the fence have been bounced around for a few months. It is her understanding 
that people may be buried in shallow graves. She asked the commission to consider using 



more trees and shrubs to demarcate the cemetery boundaries instead of a fence. There are 
already a lot of mature trees on the western boundary. A cemetery is a resting place and 
should be peaceful. Trees and landscaping would be the most appropriate for demarcating 
the boundary. There is also a lot of wildlife in the area that could benefit from this.  

• With no further comment, the hearing was closed to move on to deliberations. 

 HPC Deliberation:  

• Robert Hinds closed public comment. Robert stated that county code requires that the 
HPC have a professional archeologist on the commission and that gentleman is Alex Gall. 
The HPC is very cognizant of the need to respect human remains and they have consulted 
site surveys and asked questions about how far dispersed graves may be from cemetery 
boundaries to address these concerns. 

• Sarah Fox moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the fence. Roch Manley 
seconded the motion. The vote was 6-0 in favor of approving the Certificate of 
Appropriateness. Alex Gall did not vote. 

• Jacqui asked the HPC for any input on the placement on the location of the interpretive 
panel. Sean requested that it be placed in the most publicly accessible and visible location. 

 

IV. Old Business and Updates 
• Approval of the HPC meeting minutes from the August 1, 2017. Roch Manley moved to 

approve the minutes and Sarah Fox seconded. All were unanimously in favor of approving 
the minutes. 

• Council presentations: Review of PowerPoint presentations and scheduling. Jacqui 
distributed the presentation schedule and requested that HPC members identify which 
meetings they can attend. Jacqui sent out the draft presentation slides and solicited feedback 
and edits. The style is less text and more graphics to tell the story of the HPC. Sarah 
suggested that we create a one page handout or Powerpoint for each city showing their 
properties that are on the register. Robert requested more photos to tie this to Native 
American history as well. 

 

V. Public Comment 
• Bridgette Fahnbulleh: I’m the President of the NAACP of Vancouver. What was the union fighting 

against? Slavery. Property law as applied to people allowing individuals to buy and sell other people. 
No honor or memorial should be given for flying the confederate flag. She shared stories of cruel, 
inhumane treatment of former slaves and shared stories that her grandmother shared with her 
about slavery.  

• Elizabeth Madrigal: I’m part of Indivisible Vancouver. I find this flag incredibly offensive. I know that it 
is on private property and the county can’t remove it. This is not representative of our community. 
Slavery should not be honored in any way. The government should not sanction it by having it on 
the public register. It is very hurtful and sad when your government says “well, but this is part of 
history”. It’s harmful to people, bad for business, and Clark County should not be sanctioning this. 



• Sarah Martin: The Jefferson Davis highway marker is a disgusting reminder of the cause of the 
confederacy: the enslavement of human beings. I find the notion of celebrating this legacy as 
repugnant and hope you reconsider listing this as a heritage site and providing funding for its upkeep, 
when it has nothing to do with Clark County’s heritage legacy. Why should Clark County support 
the celebration of hatred and oppression? Do the right thing and remove this site from the heritage 
register. 

• Thomas Gallegos: Hate makes people feel bad. Why celebrate hate? 
• Patrick Gallegos: I have many friends who are non-white. Please do not celebrate slavery. 
• Daniel Jokela: Jefferson Davis is not historically significant to Clark County or Washington State. 

Jefferson Davis did not visit our state. Washington state was not part of the confederacy and did not 
become a state until 24 years after the end of the civil war. The organization that maintains the 
Jefferson Davis marker is dedicated to honoring and promoting the cause of the confederacy. The 
inclusion of the monument on the registry signals to our citizens that Clark County supports the 
ideals of a failed society and is a haven for white supremacists. The confederate flag and the highway 
markers signal to minority communities that they are not safe in southwest Washington. Historic 
sites on the registry may receive financial support from the county, including reduced property taxes 
and are promoted on the county’s website and mobile app. According to the county’s website, the 
monument itself is not deemed historically significant to Clark County, nor is the life of Jefferson 
Davis. The fact that it is on the registry is memorializing the work of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy. Let’s memorialize the grassroots work of the NAACP instead. 

• Hector Reyes: I’m speaking on behalf of the Southwest Washington Emergency Response Network. 
I find it appalling that such a monument exists. Every time I drive past it, I feel uncomfortable. It is 
toxic to our county. Fifteen years ago this became a registered marker. I encourage the present 
historic commission to look at how this could have happened.  

• Chris Dudley: I appreciate that you are considering this issue. Memorializing and glorifying this is an 
abomination. I don’t want any kind of violence that has been threatened by supporters of this 
marker.  

• Rob Freed: I was chair of the historic commission in 2002 when the marker was put on the register. 
I was personally against it. Monuments do not belong on the register. Structures and buildings are 
what go on the register. The monument has a checkered past in terms of moving around to several 
different sites over many decades. It has lost its historic context because it’s not on Highway 99 any 
more. Jacqui Kamp clarified that there was a hearing in 2007 and there was a process for putting it 
on the register in its current site. 

• Amber: We are a military family and I work for the court system and school district. We want to 
invest our lives here in Ridgefield. I didn’t notice the flag at first. My daughter said she was getting 
racial discrimination from school. Adults create a climate of what is acceptable and not acceptable.  

• Enshane Nomoto: I moved here from Alaska and Ohio a few years ago. I enjoy that the Pacific 
Northwest is a progressive society that is open to different people. I really feel like a minority here, 
but I did not feel like a minority of thought. I was on the I-5 freeway after Charlottesville and I 
noticed the confederate flag and a man standing there standing as if he was protecting the space. It 
was jarring. I started rethinking about the type of community I moved to where hate is being 
celebrated. I don’t think we should honor hate. We don’t stand for this as a community or a state. 
Please consider taking it off the register. 



• Jacqui Kamp clarified that any property on the historic register is qualified to apply for county grants 
and tax reductions, and this property has not applied for any public funding.   

• Tiffany Burnette: I previously lived on the east coast and overseas. After the Charlottesville incident, 
I saw 4-5 trucks parked along the I-5 freeway flying confederate flags, which is a symbol of violence. 
I’m new to Clark County but felt like I don’t want to live here. We are rallying our forces and we 
don’t want symbols of white supremacy in our community.   

• Matthew Farver: The listing is a symbol to the community. This memorial is a symbol of white 
supremacy. That’s what Jefferson Davis stood for. It’s a symbol for the Daughters of the 
Confederacy of how the world should be. For this community, it’s a symbol for what the world 
should not be. If private property owners want this marker on their property, that’s their right. But 
we shouldn’t give them a place on the register. 

• Shari Bush: Thank you for clarifying that this property is not getting a tax reduction. I don’t want this 
organization to be able to apply for tax reductions and grants. It’s important that we as a community 
do not sanction this symbol of hate.  

• Rheta Rubenstein: Robert E Lee would not support confederate flags in Washington state.  
• Howard Rubenstein: I want to thank the commission for holding a public hearing on this. Perception 

is reality. If I look and see that this marker is a public listing, it says to me that the people of this 
community welcome this in some way. I’ve only lived here for a year. I was truly aghast to learn 
about this marker. I come from Detroit where black people are much more visible. I was concerned 
about moving to SW Washington that was so segregated. This marker is not warm and welcoming. 

• Damion Jiles: I want to ask “what would a segregated superbowl look like?” I went to high school in 
Texas which honored slave owners. I always wondered why these names were honored. It sends a 
message. When you have monuments to slavery, it sends a message.  

• Megan Dudley: I do not think the monument reflects our community. I do not agree that it be 
included on the historic register. 

• Sean asked for clarification about ex-parte communications. 
• Chris Cook clarified that the HPC members are not expected to be in an isolation chamber while 

this community discussion is occurring. Chris Cook stated that she assumes that HPC members 
have no financial interest or ties to the owners of the Jefferson Davis highway marker. If they do, 
they must recuse themselves. If anyone wants to talk about it with you, you should state that you 
can’t talk about it and encourage them to give their public testimony at the public hearing. The 
influence on the commissioner’s decision needs to be content that the public can hear and read, not 
conversations that occur in private. This meeting is being recorded and the words that you speak 
will be part of the public record. It is difficult to access the spoken word. Many people came in with 
written words. Written submittals are really helpful. If you can email them to Jacqui Kamp at the 
county, she will get them to the commission before the meeting. Jacqui gave out her email address. 
The Commission members will be able to read your thoughts before the public hearing. If you can 
hand in your written comments before or after you speak, it will be helpful. The chair will decide the 
time limit for each speaker at the public hearing. The Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA) requires 
that the public hearing be noticed in advance on the county website. The public hearing will also be 
published in the Columbian and possibly the Reflector.  
 

VI. Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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