


Demolition Request 
El Presidente Restaurant Building on the Providence Academy Site 

 
Request 
 
The Owner requests land use approval to demolish the El Presidente Restaurant building on the 
Providence Academy site at 400 East Evergreen Boulevard.  The Owner will restore the landscaping in 
front of the Academy Building where the El Presidente Restaurant is now located following demolition.  
The Providence Academy building (“Academy”) is the historically-significant resource on this site that 
should be preserved.   
 
The reasons for demolition of the restaurant building include: 

 The building was constructed in 1976 and does not contribute to the historic significance of the 
Providence Academy site. 

 The building was constructed in an unfortunate location that obstructs the view of the Academy 
Building and detracts from the significance, beauty, and public enjoyment of the Academy 
Building. 

 The removal of this building and the restoration of the landscape restores the view and increases 
the integrity and historic value of the Academy Building. 
 

Historic Context 
 
The El Presidente Restaurant Building is located on the Providence Academy site at 400 East Evergreen 
Boulevard.  Begun in 1873, the complex was built to serve as a boarding school, orphanage, and 
headquarters for the Sisters of Charity of the House of Providence.  The main building was designed 
and constructed by Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart.  It is widely regarded as her most outstanding 
architectural achievement. 
 
The Academy grounds originally included numerous outbuildings.  A historic site plan showed a total of 
fourteen at one point.  Today, the historic outbuildings include the Laundry Building (c. 1873), Boiler 
Building and Boiler Smokestack (c. 1910), and the Gymnasium (c. 1930).  The restaurant is non-historic 
and was built in 1976. 
 
The restaurant is located directly in front of the Academy Building’s west wing.  Part of the building uses 
Hidden brick and fenestration similar to the Academy in an effort to be sympathetic to the Academy 
Building.  The east side of the restaurant includes a solarium-type extension that is not compatible and 
detracts from the historic nature of the grounds. 
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Providence Academy—Historic photo without restaurant 

Google Earth view of El Presidente Restaurant in front of Providence Academy 

Providence Academy—Exis�ng condi�on with El Presidente Restaurant 

El Presidente Restaurant in front of Providence Academy’s west wing 


