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FYI – Comment for tonight
 
From: Dianne Kocer [mailto:diannekmx@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2017 9:44 AM
To: Alvarez, Jose
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting Testimony-Please forward
 
 
To:  Members of the Planning Commission
 
Re: Amending the GMA for "Rail Dependent Uses"
 
You are all aware that the purpose of the GMA is to identify and protect
critical areas and natural resource lands, designate urban growth areas
and plan and invest accordingly. This approach to growth management is
unique among states and is, for those who care about what kind of
community we leave for those who will follow us, an important control on
runaway, random development and a credit to our state. 
 
In my opinion this effort to amend the GMA for Clark County lacks foresight for a
number of reasons. 
 
1) It would allow industrial (light or heavy) development along a corridor which would
have a greater impact on future land use adjacent to that development. Separation of
industrial use land from residential and ag land is the reason we specifically designate
zoning for heavy industrial, light industrial, residential, agriculture, etc. 
 
2) "Rail Dependent Uses" is a somewhat nebulous designation. Does that mean that
a coal terminal could be sited along this little spur? Who would determine that a
business is actually truly "rail dependent?" It would seem that, other than heavy
industrial rail is not needed, especially for short run spurs, and heavy industrial is not
compatible with the residential and agricultural nature of the subject properties. 
 
3) The Lagler property and its leased components, which seems to be a focus of this
attempt, is prime agricultural land. Sited as it is near the urban growth boundary of
Vancouver, it's highest and best use is to remain agricultural land. Too much of our
food comes from hundreds even thousands of miles away. To be a resilient
community we need to be able to supply more of our own food and also protect our
water supply. This would be true even if we were not in the cross hairs of a major
seismic event. The last Cascadia subduction fault category 9 earthquake was in
January, 1700. It was of a size at least that of the 2011 disaster in Japan that "gifted"
the Pacific Rim with the Fukushima nightmare. The geologic record for Cascadia
indicates multiple past events separated by 500 years plus or minus 170 years, with
twice that frequency on the southern portion of the zone, roughly from Seaside south. 
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We need to plan ahead, just as workers need to plan ahead for their retirements by
saving and investing. We need to invest in maintaining ideal ag land close to where
people live. This is not a new idea. One has only to look at New York City. Truck
farms abound, raising produce year-round (greenhouses) for millions of people. Paris
has a huge market that only recently was moved from near the core to slightly further
out but still well within the city. Vancouver could have something similar, if not on
such  a grand scale. The dairy that the Lagler Family has operated has ensured that
the land is well fertilized and ideal for productive farming. The county is in the process
of forming an Agricultural Advisory Group, a group whose function is to make
recommendations about how to improve and extend agriculture. Those of us who
believe this would be of enormous long term advantage to Clark County see the
property made available to farmers, particularly young farmers who desperately want
to farm but find good farm land is prohibitively expensive, to lease in different sized
parcels, greenhouses, water catchment, cold storage facilities, basic processing and
much more. 
 
The above use is not compatible with indiscriminant, random development of industry
which may not be actually "rail dependent" at all. To be "dependent" by definition
means that something, in this case rail, is essential for its function/existence. Can you
really think of any industry that fits that definition, ie. industry that can't exist without
rail? Maybe you can, but is it suitable to be scattered along a very old railroad spur
through our community?
 
I urge you to recommend against this end run around the Growth Management Act.

With best regards,
 
Dianne Kocer
Brush Prairie
 
 
 
 

 
--
"We can either have democracy in this country or we can have great wealth concentrated in
the hands of a few. But we can't have both." - Justice Louis Brandeis
"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about the things that matter."- Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
 
 

 


