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To: Orjiako, Oliver; Alvarez, Jose; Cook, Christine
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Oliver, Jose and Chris,
 
Thank you for your support and engagement in moving the District General Sewer Plan (GSP) review
and approval processes forward.  As you are aware, the District initially proposed language in the
GSP to explain the intent for the Study Areas.  That original language was approved earlier this year
by the cities of Battle Ground, Ridgefield and Vancouver as a prelude to the Clark County planning
commission and County Council approval processes.  In the process of Clark County review of the
Study Areas language, the description of the Study Areas was lengthened somewhat and made more
explanatory.
 
Beyond Clark County, the new Study Area language only practically affects the City of Ridgefield, as
there are no Study Areas in either Battle Ground or Vancouver.  Ridgefield has recently reviewed the
updated (Clark County) version of the Study Areas text and has provided comment on the new
language to the District.  Ridgefield is concerned that the updated language may be interpreted as
inadvertently asserting Clark County jurisdiction over areas of responsibility that rightfully belong to
the City.  My understanding is that our intent was simply to provide a more complete explanation,
but not to change the legal role of the County over County issues or the role of the City over City
issues.
 
I have worked with Ridgefield City Manager Steve Stuart to make a minor edit to the preferred Clark
County language to address this concern.  Please see the text below with the word “and” changed to
“or” in two locations.  My understanding is that this updated language, if acceptable to Clark County,
would prevent the need for Ridgefield to file written comments and appear at the County Council
meeting seeking to address this issue before the GSP is adopted.  Please advise if this approach is
workable and if we can use this updated language in the final action presented to the County
Council.  I have already reviewed this with District legal counsel and the District is also supportive of
this final version.  The proposed minor edits are show highlighted below:
 
Study Areas
The District has studied the following areas as part of this Plan (Study Areas), consistent with the
requirements of RCW 57.16.010(2), which requires the District to consider “present and reasonably
foreseeable future needs” of the sewer system. (See Maps 2-1712A, B & 3-602A, B). This Plan
establishes that the District sewer system has adequate capacity for the Study Areas and that sewer
service is feasible for the Study Areas. Because Clark County has not yet approved sewer service for
the Study Areas, the District cannot currently extend sewer service to the Study Areas. If Clark
County (or the local government with jurisdiction if applicable) approves sewer service for a Study
Area, the District then will have authority to extend sewer service to the Study Area. Clark County’s
or the local government’s approval must be consistent with the requirements of RCW 36.70A.110
and RCW 57.16.010(7), which states in part that: “The general comprehensive plan [of the District]
shall not provide for the extension or location of facilities that are inconsistent with RCW
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36.70A.110.”  
 
John M. Peterson, P.E.
General Manager | Clark Regional Wastewater District
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