
CLARK COUNTY LAW LIBRARY 

EXPLANATION OF USE OF THE LIBRARY FOR JAIL INMATES 

 

Because of the ethical and legal implications surrounding the UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE 

OF LAW, inmates must be advised that the Law Librarian will not engage in the following 

activities for any inmate:  perform legal research; answer a legal question; advise any inmate on 

the status of the law on a particular issue; explain legal procedure, court rules or jurisdiction; 

select forms for a particular case; or interpret the text of a statute, legal opinion or regulation. 

Any questions requiring this kind of information should be directed to your legal counsel. 

 

The correct request format 

I would like RCW 18.20.020 

I would like State v. Wade, 388 U.S. 218, 87 

S.Ct 1926, 18 L.ed2d 1149 

I would like Wn Prac vol. 13 Section 2100 

 

The wrong request format 

What are my rights? 

What forms do I need to file in court? 

I would like to know about filing a motion. 

How do I file a lawsuit? 

Pursuant to jail policy, we will not provide photocopies of materials that are available within the 

jail law library. 

 

The Law Librarian will try to fill requests from inmates within 24 hours of receipt.  Some 

exceptions will apply when the Law Librarian is not available. 

 

All requests must go through the kite system.  Mail sent directly to the library, rather than going 

through the jail system, will not be answered.  Mail from inmates outside Clark County jail will 

generally not be answered, unless there are unusual situations.  

 

Updating of materials is limited to pocket part materials for the citation requested, if updating is 

requested.  For example, we do not Shepardize nor do we update WAC sections with the 

Washington State Register. 
 

 

Approved by board 3/24/11 

NOTICE WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 

photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.  

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a 

photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or 

reproduction is not to be "used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or 

research." If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for 

purposes in excess of "fair use," that user may be liable for copyright infringement.  

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, 

fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law. 


