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Nelson Farmhouse Proposal for Exterior Modifications  

Preparations have begun to professionally paint the house and garage in 2017. Part of 

these preparations is to resolve a few items associated with the house so that painting may 

proceed.  The home owners are proposing three items for consideration:  

 

1. The removal of the existing attached garden shed from the original main 

structure. 

2. Removal of the outside plumbing chase that is structurally tied into the 

garden shed structure.  

3. Installation of a detached all wood constructed 8x8 gabled roof garden shed 

replacement. 

 

1. Removal of Attached Garden Shed 

The attached garden shed is located on the southeastern exterior wall of the main house. 

The shed has a foot print of 5.5’ x 17.5’ and an average ceiling height of approximately 6’ 

(Exhibit 1).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1 Garden Shed Profile 
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The shed is of historically incorrect and 

non-conforming construction. As a result, 

extensive dry rot has set in on the eastern 

wall of the shed siding. Additionally, the 

torch down roof and associated flashing 

of the shed have failed in several areas 

due to incorrect installation and age 

(Exhibit 2 & 3). We are concerned this 

structure may begin to be a vector point 

for water to enter into the main structure 

walls. There are also two main structure 

windows (circa 1980's aluminum storm 

windows) at the same elevation of the 

shed roof (Exhibit 4). The combination of 

a shallow pitched roof with repeated past 

tar build up from repairs has begun to let 

water to intrude into the sills of both 

windows. We propose to remove the 

garden shed structure as it was not part 

of the original farmstead and is 

considered a risk to the parent historical 

structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 2 Dry Rot Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 3 Roof Showing Membrane Lifting 

Exhibit 4 Windows Affected by Roof Line 
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This proposed work would include: 

 Removal and disposal of the attached garden shed structure and materials. 

 The existing concrete slab shed foundation will be left in place at this time. It is a 

flat slab poured to the same dimensions of the garden shed structure. 

 Repair and preservation of existing main structure siding – if siding needs to be 

replaced it will be replaced with custom milled profile matching the original 

siding placed on the house. Focus on the siding will be on preservation over 

replacement. 

 Repair of the two small windows including appropriate flashing and trim to 

match the existing trim that was installed originally with the windows. 

 All siding and trim involved with the shed removal will be sealed/caulked, 

primed, and painted to match the rest of the house. 

2. Removal of Attached Plumbing Chase 
The plumbing chase houses one electrical ¾” Ø conduit, one galvanized 1 ½” Ø, and one 2” Ø ABS 

waste water pipes (Exhibit 5). The plumbing chase appears to have been constructed at a different 

time than the garden shed but was tied structurally into the roof of the shed upon construction.  

The chase appears to use modern dimensional lumber and a mismatched lap siding similar to what 

can be found at most chain lumber stores. The chase is not water tight and utilizes an inadequate 

pitched cap atop the chase that is simply painted (Exhibit 6A & 6B). The chase is haphazardly 

flashed and tarred at the base to the shed roof.  The construction of this chase is similar in methods 

to the garden shed and provides little protection from the elements. We would like to remove the 

chase to avoid moisture and rot from moving into the original structure wall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 5 Chase Plumbing Exhibit 6A Chase Profile Exhibit 6B Chase Painted Cap 
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This proposed work would include:  

 Removal and disposal of the plumbing chase structure and material. 

 Repair and preservation of existing main structure siding – if siding needs to be 

replaced it will be replaced with custom milled profile matching the original siding 

placed on the house. Focus on the siding will be on preservation over replacement. 

 Contractor flashing and sealing of pipe egresses from the house to be water tight. 

 All siding involved with the plumbing chase removal will be sealed/caulked, primed, 

and painted to match the rest of the house. 

 All piping and conduit will be painted in siding and trim profile colors to provide 

visually consistent aesthetics in an effort to minimize visibility. 

3. Installation of new detached garden shed 
We are proposing the installation of a prefabricated all wood construction detached garden shed. 

The new structure will have an 8’x8’ finished footprint. Walls are to be 8’ in height and finished 

with a gabled roof and double barn style locking door. The roof will be finished in a green 30 year 

architectural shingle to match the shingles on the main home. The shed will be painted to match the 

home siding and trim colors. Exhibits 8, 9, and 10 show the proposed location for the new shed 

placement in red and the removal of the old shed in green. The wood yard debris bin will be 

removed.  The shed placement was chosen to provide adequate working distances from the home 

and minimal visual impact from the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Exhibit 8 New Shed Location 
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Exhibit 9 New Shed Location 

Exhibit 10 New Shed Street View  
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The manufacturer of the shed provides delivery and installation including the concrete block 

surface footings/shims to support and level the structure. Exhibit 11 shows a typical view of the 

proposed shed. Structural drawings are available upon request.  

Thank you for your review and continued support for the stewardship of this historical home – 

Sincerely, 

Jason and Lisa Kemp 

 

Exhibit 11 New Shed Example 
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