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I. SUMMARY 

The Nelson Farmstead is located at 12615 NE 5th Avenue, Vancouver WA (Tax Assessor’s 
Parcel # 117894-054).  The building is being nominated to the Clark County Heritage Register 
(CCHR). 

The Nelson Farmstead was built by Emanuel Nelson, an immigrant from Sweden, who moved to 
America and settled on 40 acres of land north of Vancouver in 1891.  The farmhouse, which he 
designed and built in that same year, represents what remains today of the original farmstead.  
It also appears to be one of the last remaining farmhouses from the early settlements of the 
Salmon Creek area.  The house is a good example of a vernacular Greek Revival farmhouse of 
the late 19th century. 

Over the past 118 years, the farmstead has changed due to the development of the area and the 
alterations to the property.  Much of the original Nelson Farmstead’s 40 acres was sold and 
developed in 1977 into the residential subdivision known as Woodcreek Edition.  Although the 
land surrounding this historic structure has been developed into an urban neighborhood, the 
Nelson Farmhouse still stands with its original siding, windows and doors.  The farmhouse and 
the Nelson’s history provide an important reminder of the lives of the early settlers of Clark 
County, specifically those that settled in the Salmon Creek area. 

The staff recommends approval of the nomination to the Heritage Register based upon the 
criteria in 40.250.030(F), and the Rules and Procedures of the Clark County Historic 
Preservation Commission.  
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II. CLARK COUNTY HERITAGE REGISTER AND NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
STATUS 

 
The subject building is currently not on any Historic Registers. 

 
III. HISTORIC NAME 
 
 The Nelson Farmstead/Route 7 
 
IV. COMMON NAME 
 

The Nelson Farmstead 
 

V. BOARD RESPONSIBILITY 
 

Under Title 40.250.030 (D)(4), the Historic Preservation Commission has the responsibility for 
hearing and deciding on nominations to the Heritage Register.  

 
VI. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

The applicant states that the building’s areas of significance are in three areas as identified below 
and in 40.250.030(F).   

 
 

Criteria 
 
The Nelson Farmstead… 
   

2. Embodies the distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, style or 
method of design or construction, or represents a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction; 

The house is an excellent example of a Vernacular Greek Revival farmhouse style of the late 
1800s with its front facing gable, and clean, dignified lines.  This L-plan vernacular 
architectural style perfectly embodies the late 19th and early 20th century rural American 
practicality and simplicity.  There's a timeless charm to this plain, vertically oriented style, with 
its steeply pitched gabled roof and repetitive array of tall windows. 

Although the area surrounding the Nelson Farmstead has drastically changed from its original 
agricultural setting, the farmhouse has remained with many of its original features and 
materials.  The siding, windows and doors are all original which retain this structure’s historic 
integrity.   

4 Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the county's history;  
 
As stated by the nomination, the history of agriculture in Clark County dates back to the 
establishment of Fort Vancouver in 1825.  The rapid settlement of Clark County between 1850 
and 1890, the time of the Oregon Trail, led to the mass-clearing of land for agricultural 
purposes.  Many of these early farms were settled by pioneers from the east coast and 
immigrants from Europe, like Emanuel Nelson, who traveled north from Vancouver to the area 
surrounding Salmon Creek.  



Clark County Historic Preservation Commission 
CCHR Nomination – Nelson Farmstead 
February 3, 2009 
 
 

 3 

 
Since that time, Clark County has retained a long history of small, family owned farms.  
However, as Clark County continues to rapidly urbanize, we have seen a severe decrease in 
agricultural activities.  Because of that decline, many of the buildings that document the 
county’s agricultural heritage are being demolished.     
 
Emanuel Nelson was probably one of the first settlers of the original 600 plus acres that was 
homesteaded in the mid 1800s. Nelson purchased his 40 acres in 1891 and utilized the land 
mainly for prune orchards.  According to the nomination, Nelson never had any motorized 
equipment – he plowed with his two horses.  He took his prunes to a prune dryer on the 
northwest corner of what is now Hazel Dell Avenue and 78th Street.  He purchased his farm 
supplies from a merchant on Highway 99.  His family was very involved with the historical 
Salmon Creek Methodist Church.  T 
 
The Nelson Farmstead was most likely one of the first farms of the Salmon Creek area.  For 
the original farmhouse to still be standing today in the middle of an urban residential 
neighborhood shows how much the area has changed and developed over the past one 
hundred years.  It is an important reminder of the area’s agricultural roots. 
 

 
 5. It is associated with the lives of persons significant in national, state or local history; 

 
Although Emanuel Nelson was not the original donation land claim holder for this property, it 
appears he was the first settler on this land.  At the age of 25, Nelson left Sweden for America 
and lived eight years on the East Coast and Midwest. In 1891, he moved to Clark County and 
purchased 40 acres of land north of Vancouver.  Although no longer existing, staff has a copy 
of an old Vancouver road map which shows E. Nelson Road just south of Salmon Creek and 
connecting to present day Highway 99. 
 
An architect by training, Nelson designed and built the farmhouse and other outbuildings that 
were necessary for the farm.  As stated by the nomination, the Salmon Creek Methodist 
Church, a Clark County Landmark, was also part of his “knowledge and support”.    The 
Nelsons were among the first members of the church, therefore intertwined with its history. 
 
It is apparent that Nelson was a well regarded member of the community.  In 1943, the Clark 
County Sun published an article on him which quoted him saying that Vancouver would be 
ahead of Portland one day because of the city’s location on the Columbia as well its “big 
agricultural country”.  He further said that Clark County was the “finest place in the world”.  
The article also noted that he was a member of the Washington State Grange for over 50 years 
and had been a member of the Washington Prune Growers and Canners since the 
organization’s inception in 1920. 
 
Emanuel Nelson appears to be one of the first settlers of the Salmon Creek area; therefore he 
is historically significant to the development of the area as well significant to the history of the 
county’s agricultural beginnings. 
 

 
VII. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
 

The house is a two-story, wood-frame vernacular Greek Revival style farmhouse.  It is 
an L-shaped plan with an open porch on the north side and a gable roof. 
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The exterior is sheathed with lapped siding between corner boards.  The house has a 
plain frieze under plain boxed eaves with molding at the soffit.  Simple molded cornice 
with returns are located on the gable ends.   
 
The windows are framed, with double hung sash 1-over-1 lights.  Decorative carvings 
are located under each double hung window. 
 
The house is sitting on the original brick foundation under a mud sill bottom plate with 
balloon wood framing to the roof line. 
  

VIII.  STAFF REVIEW AND COMMENT 
 
Nomination Criteria 
Clark County Heritage Register: 
 
40.250.030(f), states: “Any building, structure, site, object, or district may be designated for inclusion 
in the Clark County Heritage Register if it is significantly associated with the history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, or cultural heritage of the community; if it has integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association; is at least 50 years old, or is of lesser age 
and has exceptional importance.” 
 
The property must meet the above as well as fall into at least one of the categories identified in CCC 
40.250.030(f).   The two applicable categories are listed under section VI. Statement of Significance of 
this report. 
  
There are four questions to be answered in order to determine the eligibility of any property.  This 
property must: 

a. be at least 50 years old, 
b. be significantly associated with the history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or 
cultural heritage of the community, 
c. have integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, 
and 
d. fall into at least one of the categories identified in CCC 40.250.030 (f). 

 
 
Findings: 
 
a. The Nelson Farmstead was built ca 1891, thus making it over 50 years old.   
b. As is stated in the statement of significance, the Nelson Farmstead is significantly associated with 
the architecture and cultural heritage of the community, specifically regarding the county’s 
agricultural history and the Salmon Creek area.  
c. The building has strong integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, location, and 
association.    
d. The house falls into three of the categories identified in section VI, above 
 
IX. STAFF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff finds that the nomination of the Nelson Farmstead meets all four of the criteria and the adopted 
Rules and Regulations of the Clark County Historic Preservation Commission.  Staff recommends the 
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listing of the Nelson Farmstead on the Clark County Heritage Register with the suggestion that it be 
known as the Nelson Farmhouse since that is all that remains of the original farm. 
 
 
 
 
X. EXHIBITS 
 
A. Nomination Form 
B. Photographs 
C. Resources 
D. Site Plans/Maps 
 
H:\LONG RANGE PLANNING\PROGRAMS\HISTORIC\COMMISSION\STAFF_REPORTS\2009\Nelson 
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