Clark County

Solid Waste Advisory Commission

Regular Meeting

Thursday May 2, 2013
Clark County Auto License Office

1408 Franklin Street

Vancouver, WA

SWAC Members Present: Lisa Schmidt, Rem Wilson, Stephen Smythe, Jeanne Stewart, Allan Jeska
SWAC Members Excused:  Don Ebbeson, Richard Baker, Brandon Vick, Jack McClary
County Solid Waste Staff Present: Anita Largent, Sabra Hall-Nelson
Others: Rich McConaghy, City of Vancouver; Tanya Gray, City of Vancouver; Gary Bickett, County Public Health; Scott Campbell, Waste Connections; 
I. Roll Call, Approval of Minutes
Jeanne Stewart made a motion to approve the April 4, 2013 SWAC minutes.  Rem Wilson seconded the motion with Stephen Smythe abstaining.  Motion passed.
II. Demonstration of Online Collection Calendar Application – Recollect – Tanya Gray

Tanya Gray gave a presentation on Recollect, an online calendar and reminder tool (widget) developed by City of Vancouver and Waste Connections so residents can check their collection schedule and sign up for a customized reminder service for garbage, recycling, and/or yard debris days.  More information is available on the City of Vancouver website, as well as Clark County and Waste Connections website.  www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/garbage-recycling 

www.clark.wa.gov/recycle/disposal/residential.html  

www.wcnorthwest.com 
III. Updates

County Public Health – Gary Bickett
Reports e-mailed:
· 2013 1st Quarter CPG Report
· 2013 1st Quarter Progress Report

· 2013 1st Quarter Permitted Facility Inspection Report

We are in various stages of processes for Site Hazard Assessment Grant application and should have that before the board this month.  We are finished with the Coordinated Prevention Grant application except receiving the final grant agreement. 

County Environmental Services – Anita Largent

Clark County Commissioners have selected Don Benton as Director of Environmental Services.   County Administrator Bill Barron turned in his resignation effective September 10, 2013.
Highlights: 

· April was Earth Day and Earth month – many events and activities throughout the month

· Several HHW collection events and Medication Take Back Event
· StreamTeam Earth Day Planting and Garlic Mustard Pull
· Home and Garden Idea Fair 

· WasteBuster competition finished with the Huffstutler family winning.  They reduced their waste by an average 56.2 lbs.

· Green Neighbors Newsletter features events throughout the county for the month of May

City of Vancouver – Rich McConaghy 
Watershed Congress May 24: 
· A letter was sent to each Solid Waste Advisory Commission member and the Clean Water Commission members asking for volunteers for the Watershed Congress to spend a few hours at WSU-Vancouver on Friday May 24.  This is to help to facilitate student presentations and discussions related to the work they have done over this school year in monitoring the quality of local streams.  We are anticipating an enjoyable day as you join local scientists and other community leaders to offer feedback and recognition to approximately 300 students from 3rd grade to 12th grade.

Commercial Recycling Update:
· We are hoping to have an agenda item for next month to share the progress over the last few years in offering recycling services to businesses in the City of Vancouver through our pilot commercial program which is offered in partnership with Waste Connection and now serves about 800 businesses.  Vancouver recently joined with a dozen other cities and counties to develop a roadmap for local communities wanting to boost recycling opportunities offered to small and large businesses in various sectors.

Department of Ecology – Julie Robertson
No update
IV. Update on Advisory Commission Restructure – Anita Largent 
No update at this time.
V. Update on Closure/decommission of Boise Cascade Landfill – History of Boise Cascade Landfill (Draft) – Gary Bickett and Anita Largent
In the packet SWAC members were provided the draft chronology of the Boise Cascade (Rufener) Landfill and proposed decommissioning.  This document is attached to these minutes.  Draft was discussed by SWAC.
As part of that chronology -January 7, 2010 an application was submitted for a proposed decommissioning of the landfill, it was approved with conditions.  
Question: What conditions have not been met?  SWAC is requesting a current document of the conditions.

Updates: Ken Leahy Construction is partnering with Hough Foundation, as the contractor. Ken Leahy is interested in working on the project that was approved. Once the project is complete and the landfill decommissioned this property becomes prime real estate.  Ken Leahy is working on securing a performance bond.  
· Question: How much is the bond? Answer: Not determined yet.  
· Question: Will the property go public or private?  Answer: It will remain private.  
· Question: Who is requiring the performance bond? Answer: The county and city are requiring a performance bond due to financial assurance requirements. 
· Question: How much total land and how much is usable land?  Answer: 42-43 acres with about 30 acres considered useable land. 
· Question: Is the lagoon protected under the wetlands?  Answer: No. 
· Question: Where is the fill material coming from?  Answer: Various construction sites, more information should be available on Monday.  
· Question: What is the status of the lagoon and their Columbia River discharge permit? Answer: It has expired.  Again more information should be available on Monday.  
· Question: Why is that not a violation? Are they testing it before they discharge it?  Answer: Department of Ecology oversees the lagoon and the discharge.  That is a state permit.  The lagoon questions are more uncertain. 
· Question: Is the lagoon part of this project?  Answer: Yes. 

· Question: Who are the partners in guaranteeing the decommissioning and the insurance?  Answer:  The owners of the property Portside and Hough Foundation, Ken Leahy, and Boise Cascade.  
· Question: Right now who has the financial responsibility for the landfill?  Answer: Boise Cascade.  

A meeting is scheduled with the city and county this coming Monday (May 6, 2013).  More information and details about the performance bond should be available, the county and city require that there is adequate financial assurance for this project.  As a landfill under state regulations it requires that financial assurance be provided.  By the contractor providing the performance bond it provides assurance until the project is complete at which time it is no longer a landfill.  
Additional questions from SWAC:
· Where did we leave it?  Where did it end up with conditions?  What were those conditions?  These questions need to be answered, as this transfer and transaction takes place we can be aware of what conditions have been met.  
After Monday’s meeting Jeanne Stewart is requesting a brief paragraph updating SWAC on: 
· What the conditions are?  
· Where the responsibility lies? 
· If anything takes place, any agreements signed, how that changes with the new contract. 
VI. Solid Waste Management Plan Update – Review of Chapter 5- Education – Anita Largent
After much discussion it was suggested that staff work on the format of this chapter and bring updated changes back to SWAC for additional review.

VII. Other Business

Allan Jeska shared his experience on Earth Day.  He worked with the Legacy Hospital Green Team and together they cleaned a two mile section of 1-5 from 179 th Street to past the Gee Creek Rest Area collecting 117 bags of trash and debris.
He also went to Jefferson Middle school and visited their award ceremony, the kids were well educated on how and what to recycle. 
On an educational note, Jeanne Stewart mentioned the recent Drug Take Back event, the HHW, Electronics, and Block Foam event and highlighted what an important service and educational event these are for our community.
VIII. Comments from the Public on Non-Agenda Items 
No comments were received.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm
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