
  
 

PUBLIC WORKS 
 DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING PROGRAM 

 

 
AGENDA 

 

DEVELOPMENT and ENGINEERING ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Thursday, June 2, 2016 
 

2:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Public Service Center 

6th Floor, Training Room 
 
 

ITEM TIME FACILITATOR 
 Start Duration  

1. Administrative Actions 
• Introductions 
• DEAB meeting is being recorded and the 

audio will be posted on the DEAB’s website 
• Review/Adopt minutes 
• Review upcoming events  
• DEAB member announcements  

 

2:30 15 min Hardy 

 
2. Plat Extensions/Site Plan Approval 

 
3. Impact Fee/Payment Delay 

 
4. Shoreline Exemptions  

 
5. BLA’s/Preliminary Land Use Approval 

  
6.  Public Comment 

 
2:45 

 
3:05 

 
3:25 

 
3:45 

 
4:05  

 
20 min 

 
 20 min 

 
 20 min 

 
 20 min  

 
20 min 

 
Snell 

 
Howsley 

 
Hardy/Ellinger 

 
Ellinger 

 
All    
 
 

    
Next DEAB Meeting: 
 
Thursday, July 7, 2015  
2:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Public Service Center 
6th Floor, Training Room 
 
Agenda:   

 TBD 
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PUBLIC WORKS 
 DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING PROGRAM 

 

 
 
BOCC Work Sessions and Hearings 
 
BOCC Work Session – every Wednesday at 9 a.m. * 
 
BOCC Hearing – every Tuesday at 10 a.m. ** 
 
BOCC Work Session – Cowlitz Tribe / Parametrix Presentation Water reclamation Plant (WRP) 
followed by Vadose Zone Injection Wells – Monday, June 6, 9:30 a.m. 
 
BOCC Work Session – Salmon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant – Tuesday, June 7, 10:00 
a.m. 
 
BOCC Work Session – Community Development on Fire and Life Safety Inspection Program for 
Business Occupancies – Wednesday, June 8, 10:00 a.m. 
 
BOCC Hearing – Road Vacation, Portion of Axel Peterson Rd – Tuesday, June 14, 10:00 a.m. 
 
BOCC Hearing – CTRAN Board Meeting – Tuesday, June 14, 5:30 p.m. 
 
BOCC Hearing – Bi-Annual Code – Tuesday, June 28, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
PC Work Sessions and Hearings 
 
PC Public Hearing – 2016 Comprehensive Growth Management Plan Update – Thursday, June 
2, 6:30 p.m. 
 
There are no Planning Commission Work Sessions or Public Hearings scheduled for the month 
of July, 2016 
  
  
Note:  Work sessions are frequently rescheduled.  Check with the BOCC’s office to confirm date/time of 
scheduled meetings. 
 
PC – Planning Commission 
BOCC – Board of Clark County Commissioners 
 
 
 
* Unless cancelled, which some are if there are no topics 
** Except first Tuesday when the hearing is typically in the evening 
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DEVELOPMENT and ENGINEERING  
ADVISORY BOARD 

 
 

Development and Engineering Advisory Board Meeting 
May 5th, 2016 

2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Public Service Center 

 
Board members in attendance:  Steve Bacon, Don Hardy, Ott Gaither, Eric Golemo, James Howsley, and 
Mike Odren. 
 
Board members not in attendance:  Andrew Gunther, Terry Wollam, and Jeff Wriston 
 
County staff: Greg Shafer, Marty Snell, Carol Brown, Susan Ellinger, Ali Safayi, Peter Silliman and Leslie 
Ernesti 
 
Public: None 
 
Administrative Actions 

• DEAB meeting is recorded and posted to the county’s website.   
• Review/Adopt Minutes:  Minutes from April 2016 were adopted with minor corrections. 
• Review of Upcoming Events by Shafer: 
• BOCC Work Session – every Wednesday at 9 a.m. (Unless cancelled, which some are if there are 

no topics) 
o BOCC Hearing – every Tuesday at 10 a.m. (Except first Tuesday when the hearing is 

typically at 6 p.m.) 
 BOCC Hearing – Community Service Housing Urban Development Action Plans - 

Tuesday, May 10, 10:00 a.m. 
 BOCC Work Session – Bi-Annual Code – Wednesday, May 11, 9:00 a.m.  
 BOCC Work Session – 2015 International Codes – Wednesday, May 25, 10:30 a.m.  

o Planning Commission Work Sessions and Hearings  
 PC Work Session – Comp Plan Update and Park Impact Fees – Thursday, May 5, 5:30 

p.m.  
 Joint Public Hearing BOCC and PC - Comprehensive Plan Updates - Thursday, May 19, 

6:00 p.m.  
 2nd Joint Public Hearing BOCC and PC - Comprehensive Plan Updates - Thursday, May 

24, 6:00 p.m.  
 

 
DEAB member announcements 

• Odren stated it appears when the biannual code amendments went to the PC on April 21st staff 
added items in regards to the Highway 99 overlay. It was DEAB’s understanding that those were 
only to be clarifications. Later Bazala confirmed these items were in fact in the DEAB packet. 
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DEVELOPMENT and ENGINEERING  
ADVISORY BOARD 

 
 

• Hardy asks Snell to explain the Community Service Housing Urban Development Action Plans 
hearing scheduled May 10th. Snell replies it is probably the HUD plan. Shafer suggests Vanessa 
Gaston could be helpful, Snell adds it was previously Pete Monroe. 

• Hardy asks if Park Impact Fees should be discussed. Golemo responds the city submitted a memo 
regarding growth rate and they don’t what to revisit it for the next few years. He suggested 
resubmitting their letter. Gaither suggests using the word “update” in place of “correct” and 
Golemo agreed. 

o Golemo added it would be a mess to revisit the growth plan at this point. Rather than be 
in violation of the Code Management Act, Golemo suggests adopting the plan and 
committing to revisit and updating with the new data shortly after adoption, noting it will 
be a several year effort. Golemo filed a motion to update our letter with that language 
and resubmit to the Planning Commission and the Board. Howsley seconds, motion is 
passed. 

• Hardy states it would be helpful to have a greater focus on affordable housing in the Comp Plan. 
Hardy questions if there should be incentives/waivers for builders to build multifamily housing. 

o Ott asks if Hardy sees that as a function of the board; technically DEAB is an advisory 
board not a policy making board. 

o Discussion follows on affordable housing topic, decision to move to next topic. 
 
Tidemark Replacement/Phase I Roll-Out 
 
Snell introduced Carol Brown, Community Development Business Technology Manager.   
 
Brown gave an overview of the current status, phasing, challenges, and trainings for the Tidemark 
Replacement Project. The current system is sixteen years old, outdated and no longer supported by the 
vendor. Computronix of Edmonton, Canada, was chosen to partner with the county for the new system. 
It is a commercial off-the-shelf product with requested enhancements approved by an executive 
steering committee. They kicked off in February 2015 and have gone through the analysis phase.  
 

• Pilot project/Phase 1 is a controlled, soft roll out by the end of the month that includes; New 
Home Construction permits (LEAN 3.0), Teller, Mobile Product for Inspectors, Limited Public 
Portal access. 

• Phase 2 is scheduled for the end of 2016 and includes; all residential, commercial building and 
fire permits. 

• Phase 3 – Planning and Land Use, Engineering, Environmental and Public Works - Slated to Go 
Live one year from now. 

• Phase 4 – Community Planning, Pet Licensing, Animal Control/Code Enforcement, Fireworks, 
Burning and misc. begins one year from now 

• Phase 5 – Electronic Plan Review - Slated for second half of 2017 
o Gaither asked Brown if a project must start and end within one system. Brown replied this 

is still in discussion with the vendor. Tidemark will likely stay live through the integration. 
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They are planning the migration and there are pros, cons and extreme challenges to both 
options.  

• Brown ended with a Public Portal Demonstration of the new system 
 
Corner Lots/Driveway Spacing and Sight Distance 
 

• Golemo thanked the DEAB Subcommittee members. The committee looked at corner driveway 
locations, uncontrolled intersections, the Stop Sign policy and recommended sight distances.  

• The current code doesn’t provide for three car garages on corner lots, and there are 
inconsistencies in interpretations and enforcement. The committee came up with the following 
new distances and options to provide more flexibility on corner lot driveways:  

o Decrease the minimum from 50’ to 40’ from the curb line; this was previously measured 
from the property line.   
 Hardy asked if these are only residential streets and Golemo replied yes, only 

residential, local access. 
o By decreasing from 50’ to 40’ there still might be sight distance issues. Can go down to 40’ 

as long as structure and parked cars in driveway are outside the sight distance triangle.  
o Can still use 20’ driveway; added another option of 25’ shared driveway. This allows for 

20’ five feet off the property line. This will add flexibility, and makes no difference on the 
impact as long as it’s a new development and a shared driveway has been specified. 

• Uncontrolled intersections; Current policy is 80’ unobstructed sight distance on corner lots. 
Recommendation is to add 60’ option if development is utilizing traffic control measures and 
would require a slower speed. Suggest receiving an incentive.  

• Stop sign policy; the committee recommends additional stop signs as safety should trump 
convenience. They further recommend: 

o Stop Signs on lower volume legs to help establish through streets at 4-way intersections.  
o Stop signs at “T” intersections on the offset leg.  
o Stop signs be considered on side legs of intersections with equal volume legs but where 

the majority of the side streets have stop control and where the driver expectation is that 
the side streets stop. 

• Gaither stated he is in favor of these changes and motioned that DEAB recommend they be 
forward to Transportation. 

• Hardy asked for any other discussion, seconds the motion. Motion passed. 
 
PC Changes to Biannuals 
 
Jan Bazala – The Biannuals went to the planning commission on 4/21/16. There were minor changes 
suggested at the 4/7/16 work session that were integrated. Review of Handout #4A, “Summary of PC 
Changes to Biannuals”:  

• Item #19 clarifies that road taper specifications are not included in the County’s standard plans.  
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• Item #20 – At hearing voted not to change the language regarding archeological submittals. Will 
take to the Board, there is conflicting language as to whether DAHP has to respond or not. 

• Item #21 – Conditional Uses – Clarify the process to expand conditional use. Planning 
Commission asked if there was an avenue for a grandfathered site to expand without getting 
new CUP. Added language for conditions that allow expanding or modifying Type I Plan Review. 
Type II would require a conditional use permit. 

o Odren asked what the benefit is to having an established church that doesn’t have a 
current CUP to go through the process of getting one.  

o Bazala replied it’s not just relegated to churches, there are other non-conforming uses 
that might have impacts.  

o Snell added that neighbors might care, i.e. wrecking yard expansion. 
• Item #22 – Clarify that garden apartments are subject to multifamily design requirements. Voted 

not to change the existing conflicting text including an existing typo. 
o Gaither asked for the definition of a garden apartment. Bazala replied they have a central 

courtyard with gardens. 
• Item #25 – Retaining Walls - Rescheduled for 6/16/16 hearing. Kevin Brown, a neighbor with an 

ongoing dispute, testified. Brown’s testimony is included in the DEAB packet. There will be a 
quick work session prior to the hearing. Golemo asked that DEAB be kept updated on the hearing 
and suggested they might want to have someone attend. 

• Item #29 – Overlay Standards – Process wireless communication facilities as Conditional Uses in 
the Highway 99 Overlay area. Applies to all areas of Highway 99 cell towers. This would take 
away the special exemption. 
 

Public comment 
There was no public comment 

 
Shafer states June DEAB agenda is open. Agenda items proposed: 

o Final Plat Extensions – Suggested by Golemo, led by Snell 
o Gaither asks to add site plans 
o Delaying impact fees - Howsley notes September coming and need late payment section 

done. He and Snell are working on it.  
o Hardy and Ellinger - Shoreline Exemptions 
o Boundary Line Adjustments/Preliminary Land Use Approval – Ellinger will talk to Snell 

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 4:20 pm 
Meeting minutes prepared by: Leslie Ernesti 
Reviewed by: Greg Shafer 
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DEVELOPMENT and ENGINEERING ADVISORY BOARD 
 
 

BYLAWS 
 
 

SECTION 1: PURPOSE 
 

The Board of Clark County Commissioners (now, Board of County Councilors, BOCC) 
established the Development and Engineering Advisory Board. The purpose of the advisory 
board is to serve as a standing advisory committee to Community Development, Environmental 
Services, Public Works, the County Manager, and the BOCC.  The Development and 
Engineering Advisory Board will be a procedural step in reviewing new policy and code 
revisions, provide input on process improvements, and review specific development issues. 

 
SECTION 2: DUTIES 

 
The Development and Engineering Advisory Board has the following duties and responsibilities, 
as directed by the County Manager, including, but not limited to: 

 
A) The advisory board shall review and evaluate on an ongoing basis consistency in 

development plan submittal review. 
 

B) The advisory board shall assist to standardize and accelerate the development review 
processes performed by Community Development, Environmental Services, and 
Public Works. 

 
C) The advisory board shall advise the County Manager on adequate staffing levels, staff 

expertise, resources, and customer service attitudes. 
 

D) The advisory board shall facilitate collaborative partnering between the public and 
private sectors. 

 
E) The advisory board shall review and comment as requested by the County 

Manager,  the BOCC and/or senior staff on project specific development issues. 
 

F) The advisory board shall coordinate its activities with other agencies and boards 
involved with development review and regulation to avoid duplication and provide 
the best service possible. 

 
G) The advisory board shall not be responsible for the day-to-day operations of county 

development functions and shall refer those matters to appropriate staff members. 
The current phone number and mailing address are as follows: 
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Development and Engineering Advisory Board 

c/o Clark County Public Works – Development Engineering 
P.O. Box 9810 

Vancouver, WA 98666-9810 
(360) 397-6118 

 
 
SECTION 3: MEMBERSHIP 

 
The Development and Engineering Advisory Board consists of tennine members. Members 
are appointed by the County Manager. Appointments shall attempt to include the following 
affiliations and categories, as provided below. Such representation shall be: 

 
A) Three members who are a private-sector planner or consulting licensed 

professional engineer who work or live in Clark County; 
 

B) One member who is a public sector planner or licensed professional engineer who 
works or lives in Clark County; 

 
C) One member who is a construction contractor who works or lives in Clark 

County; 
 

D) One member who is a land developer who works or lives in Clark County; 
 

E) One member who is a representative of the Building Industry Association of Clark 
County. 

  
E)F) One member who is associated with Commercial or Industrial development. 

 
F)G) Two at-large members professionally associated with development work. 

 
In addition to these members, the Directors of Community Development, Environmental 
Services, and Public Works shall serve as ex-officio, non-voting members of the advisory board. 

 
SECTION 4: TERMS OF THE OFFICE 

 
All members shall be appointed or reappointed to three-year terms.  More than one 
consecutive term may be served. 

Formatted: List Paragraph, Right:  0", Line
spacing:  single,  No bullets or numbering, Tab
stops: Not at  1.08"
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SECTION 5: APPOINTMENTS AND VACANCIES 
 
For the two at-large positions, the advisory board shall recommend applicants to the County 
Manager for appointment. The advisory board shall make these recommendations based on the 
background of current members and the advisory board’s priorities for upcoming years. The 
goal is to have membership on the advisory board represent a balance of development interests. 

 
For all other positions, the County Manager shall appoint members after soliciting letters of 
interest for the advisory board. 

 
When vacancies occur, the County Manager shall appoint someone to fill the unexpired 
term. This includes vacancies caused by a change in status of a member under the selection 
criteria set forth above during the course of their term. 

 
Vacancies may be declared when any member misses three consecutive regular meetings or when 
any member misses the equivalent of one-quarter of the scheduled meetings within a 12-month 
period. Reasonable effort will be made to determine the member’s continued interest before the 
vacancy is declared. 

 
This section will in no way abrogate the authority of the County Manager to reappoint a 
member to finish their original term of appointment. 

 
SECTION 6: OFFICERS 

 
The advisory board shall elect annually one of its voting members to serve as chair and one 
member to serve as vice-chair; other officers shall be elected as the board deems appropriate. 

 
Election of officers shall be held at the first regular Board meeting of the calendar year. All terms 
of elected office shall be one year. More than one consecutive term may be served. 

 
SECTION 7: MEETINGS 

 
The advisory board will hold regular meetings, open to the public, and will give advanced public 
notice of these meetings by notice on the Clark County web site and via e-mail when requested. 
Until otherwise determined by the advisory board, the regular board meetings will be held as 
follows: 

 

Day: First Thursday of each month 
Time: 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
Place: Clark County Public Service Building 

1300 Franklin Street 
Vancouver, WA 98666 

 
A majority of the currently appointed board members shall constitute a quorum. 

 



DEAB Work Plan 
Version February, 2015 
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The advisory board shall keep written record of meetings, resolutions, recommendations, findings, 
etc., which shall be a public record.  The county shall provide staff to take minutes. 

 
In the absence of the chair and vice-chair (in the event a vice-chair has been elected), an acting chair 
shall be appointed by the board members present. 

 
SECTION 8: AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS 

 
The provisions set forth herein (except those established by statute and county resolution) may be 
amended by a two-thirds vote of the advisory board members.  Any amendments shall be voted on at a 
regular meeting and all members shall receive a minimum of 10 days prior notice. 

 
SECTION 9: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

 
All meetings of the Board shall be conducted using Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised as a 
nonbinding guide. 

Amended 08/18/2015  
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