
CLARK COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH SALES TAX FUNDING  
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

 
MINUTES OF MARCH 28, 2018 

The Clark County Mental Health Sales Tax Funding Advisory Board convened in Conference Room 
623, Public Service Center, 1300 Franklin Street, Vancouver, Washington.  Chair Boldt, Councilor 
Jeanne Stewart, Bradley Alberts (District Court Deputy Administrator), Vanessa Gaston (Director, 
Community Services), Alan Melnick (Health Officer/Administrator, Public Health), Adriana Prata 
(Director, Budget Office), Judge James Rulli (Superior Court), DeDe Sieler (Community Services), 
Christine Simonsmeier (Administrator, Juvenile Court), Emily Zwetzig (Budget Office). 

8:00am. 

Review of Resolution 2018-02-18 and Advisory Board’s purpose 
Adriana Prata kicked the meeting off and introduced the first agenda item of reviewing Resolution 
2018-02-18 and discussion about the Board’s purpose.  The Board agreed that if they were unable 
to make it to a meeting, their designees would have the right to vote in their behalf. 
 
Discussion of on-going support needs for Advisory Board meetings and activities 
Emily Zwetzig introduced the question to the Board about how they would like to establish on-going 
support for meetings and other activities.  The discussion of internal versus external support from a 
staffing agency resulted in the consensus that the Board would prefer to have internal staffing 
provide the support.  Chair Boldt and Councilor Stewart will help establish appropriate resources. 
 
Review of DRAFT Advisory Board By-Laws sub-group update 
Christine Simonsmeier reviewed the DRAFT Advisory Board By-Laws and several clarification points 
were discussed and resolved to include: 

• Article II Purpose and General Function, Section 3.  The Board agreed to the following 
language: “Additional duties assigned by the authority of the Clark County Council through a 
resolution, if desired.” 

• Article V Officers.  The Board decided to remove the sentence about term limitations. 
• Article VI Officer Duties.  The Board elected Chair Boldt as the Chairperson and Councilor 

Stewart as the Vice-Chairperson. 
• Article VII Meetings, Section 2: Special Meetings.  The Board agreed to change the language 

to “The Chari may call special meetings as needed.” 
 
Vanessa Gaston talked about how RFP processes have worked in the community and how an 
internal Department/Office request for funding might be perceived.  There was some general 
discussion about needing to build in the actual RFP process and how this will logistically be 
accomplished.  The Board agreed to revise the following language for clarification: 

• Article X Conflict of Interest.  The Board agreed to change the language to clarify recusal 
restrictions.  The revision will read “In the event that a Board member submits a funding 
request, the Board member shall recuse himself/herself from any scoring and voting 
activities related to that request. 

 
Review of Fund Balance data and forecast and Fund Balance Reserve Policy 
Adriana Prata reviewed the Budget Office fund balance data and forecast with the Board.  
Discussion centered mostly on the fund balance reserve amount and the differentiation between on-
going available funding for new requests and one-time available funding for new requests.  The 
Board asked that the Budget Office prepare data that would show additional options to include the 



impact of increasing the fund balance reserve for revenue stability from two months to three or four 
months.  The Budget Office will prepare this information for the Board to review and decide upon in 
the next meeting. 
 
Carryover of DRAFT Request for Proposal (RFP) sub-group update 
There was not enough time in the meeting to review the Draft RFP so discussion and review will be 
held over until the next meeting.   
 
Next meeting date and reoccurring meeting schedule 
The Board agreed that the next meeting should be scheduled as soon as possible due to the 
urgency to review and complete the RFP.  On-going frequency of meetings will be monthly 
throughout the 2019-2020 budget process and cyclically from that point on corresponding with the 
supplemental budget processes. 
 
The Board adjourned at 9:00am   


