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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS COUNCIL OF CLARK COUNTY 
Apr. 10, 2017 
Meeting notes 

 
In attendance: 
Neighborhoods: Neighborhoods 
X Christie BrownSilva NACCC/Sifton/Heritage  Vicki Fitzsimmons Sherwood Hills 
X Stephan Abramson NACCC/Pleasant Highlands X Judy Bumbarger-Enright Sunnyside 
X Sue Lintz NACCC/E. Minnehaha X Dan Enright Sunnyside/NOW 
X Neil Chambers Andresen/St. Johns  Barb Cabe Truman 
X Bob Butler E. Minnehaha/Roads End X Cherryl Burkey Truman 
X Lynda Maguire E. Minnehaha/RoadsEnd  Ila Stanek W. Hazel Dell 
X Christy Finnie Enterprise/ParadisePoint    
X Bridget Schwarz Fairgrounds    
 Milada Allen Felida    
 Ray Steiger Greater Brush Prairie County Employees and Guest Speakers 
 Terry & Maureen Smith Meadow Glade X Marilee McCall Neighborhood Outreach 
X Roger Entrekin Meadow Glade X Paul Scarpelli Code Enforcement/Animal Control 
X Doug Ballou NE Hazel Dell X Rusty Warren Clark County Sheriff’s Office 
X Dick Clairmont N Hazel Dell X Kevin Pridemore Code Enforcement 
 Mark Krsul Ridgefield Junction    
 Barbara Murray Roads End    
 
Announcements/Roundtable: 

• Welcome from Christie BrownSilva, Chair – Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Updates: 
Neil Chambers, Railroad Advisory Board: Reported that the railroad is working with legislature to get more 
money for industrial buildings along the rail lines. 
Commander Rusty Warren, CCSO: Sheriff’s office will be restarting Citizens Advisory Board meetings. Meetings 
will be quarterly rather than monthly. 
Marilee McCall, CC NRC, reported that there was an article in the Columbian regarding Truman’s neighborhood 
meeting. Updated bylaws are being worked on and will be talked about at future NACCC meeting. Marilee is 
gathering some history on the current document. 
Christie BrownSilva, NACCC Chair: Discussed forming subcommittees to work on updated standardized bylaws 
template and also a "best practices" document for meetings, communications, newsletters, and social media. for 
all of the NA’s to use as a reference point. 
 
Paul Scarpelli, Director of Code Enforcement and Animal Control Clark County: 
Code enforcement is working to resolve complaints in the urban areas. There are a lot of complaints about old 
vehicles and structures not being maintained. Seeking change to building code to have dilapidated structures 
torn down immediately after someone buys the property to subdivide it. Also, there are businesses in residential 
areas that are not permitted and building issue complaints regarding tenant improvements that are unsafe, such 
as loose railings.  
Paul said if you see something, let us know. Use us as a conduit for change. It is important to hear the greater 
voices not singular voice. 
Kevin Pridemore, Code Enforcement: 
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Kevin said they're getting a new computer system. They receive about 40 reports on code enforcement issues a 
day. Most complaints come from neighbors and some from agencies. He said they don't handle environmental 
issues unless it is in violation of code. If someone is in violation they do the following: 

1. Complaint received, inspection is done within 7 days. They do their best to get out to the site as quickly 
as possible after a complaint comes in. They only have 2 full-time officers at this time. 

2. First approach is always education, 2nd visit results in enforcement action. 
3. Send a letter giving 30 days to correct the violation. 
4. Second visit results in enforcement action. Issue fines or orders. 

They currently have 349 active cases.  Kevin believes they’re on pace to receive 1200-1250 complaints 
this year. 
(Question)  Neil asked about the chronic problem house in Andresen/St. Johns NA. It is falling apart and full of 
berry vines. Pridemore said it has just become within code enforcements venue to issue a violation if grasses 
and vines are unsightly.   
(Question)  Lynda asked about abandoned vehicles.  Kevin replied if vehicles are on the street call Sheriff’s Office 
if on private land call code enforcement.  
(Question) Dick asked about two obnoxious properties next door to each other in NE Hazel Dell, which includes 
an apparent abandoned boat. Kevin said the boat appears to float so there is no violation, but a letter has been 
sent regarding the fence. 
(Question) Terry asked if they had compared the county’s new ordinances with the city's and if so can it improve 
the timeline for prosecuting.  Kevin said 25-30% of public nuisances are corrected within 30 days.  Others take 
longer due to attorney’s time. Terry further stated code enforcement is needed for the quality of life in 
neighborhoods.  Kevin stated prosecutor is very supportive.  When complaints come they must be triaged for 
impact on the neighborhood.  They will give more time if needed to people who are trying to clean up. 
Bridget offered perspective on code enforcement coming from her time on the NUSA board.  She said the one 
thing in common all over the country is code enforcement problems.   
Paul said during the recession the public was more tolerant because of so many foreclosures.  A huge number of 
neglected properties belong to banks. Code enforcement is harder to enforce on banks than private citizens, and 
the biggest problem with bank owned properties are squatters.  Even though the public was more tolerant they 
still received 250 complaints on bank owned properties. 
(Question)  Doug asked if people have the right to cut barriers such as trees or hedges along property lines if 
growing into his property.  The answer was; if their limbs are growing over they can be cut as long as the tree 
isn't damaged and you don't enter their property.  You cannot cut roots from a neighbor’s tree if it is growing 
onto your property, as this could cause damage to the tree, or possibly even kill it.  
Judy said on 76th & Covington there is a cell tower going up in a residential area.  She would like there to be 
more of an effort to require towers to get away from homes and move to industrial areas. 
(Question) Truman asked about the policy that the county licenses cell towers, even if the tower is located in the 
city. Truman complained about the regulations on cell towers.  Doug and Neil said providers are trying to place 
towers on top of hills, buildings, water towers, etc.  The BPA is allowing multiple providers to share one cell 
tower so that should eliminate the crowding of cell towers in the future. Judy said we should have input from 
NA's and citizens as regulations are lacking. Sue said they do send letters out and have meetings with neighbors 
within a certain proximity of the tower. Truman complained that not enough people are notified. 
 
Paul Scarpelli returned to talk about Animal Control. 
They only have 4 officers for all of Clark County with another one in training. They received a lot of complaints 
about the increase in fees. However, Paul said they are way behind inflation and haven't raised fees for years. 
Only 30% of dogs and 10% of cats are licensed in Clark County, and they need the funds to be able to assist with 
all animals in the county, not just dogs and cats. 
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Paul recounted not too long ago when he had to sleep in his vehicle, at the Fairgrounds for two nights, to watch 
the rabbits, guinea pigs, and chickens that were sent to the Humane Society. Paul also talked about dogs at large 
being illegal. Cats can run free. Dogs can be off leash only at designated dog parks. If dogs are off leash on school 
grounds or bus stops it's a $100 fine, and he suggested you get a picture of the dog, and the license plate 
number of the car of the owner if possible.  
(Questions) Sue asked if cats were required to have a collar with a license on it. She is concerned of them 
strangling in a tree and broken collars get lost. He said no, but suggested getting them microchipped and to have 
a license available if they get picked up. 
Paul showed an animal control video that he put together. 
(Question)  Lynda asked about the city's annexation guidelines concerning roosters/chickens. Paul said the 
county is going to start banning roosters, turkeys, and peacocks due to the noise. He also said he believes the 
city is working on banning rabbits and hens. 
(Question) Sue asked about the rumor of buying data from stores to find out who is buying pet food, (like L.A 
does). Paul said he had heard that too, but it is not happening here. 
 
Roundtable: 
Bridget Schwarz brought up a man coming into the west precinct complaining about his mail being stolen by a 
juvenile.  The boy was caught. Later Bridget found a manila envelope in her mailbox marked "to victim." Turns 
out it was from authorities and was mailed to her from mail that had been collected from the thief with no 
explanation. She was also a victim of the juvenile’s theft but didn't know it.  They released the youth a few days 
later, and he stole mail again. Bridget went to drug court to observe as she participates in programs that work 
on restorative services for youth who need community support. She said these kids need more help. Everyone 
agreed. 
 
Doug Ballou is questioning the proposal for hotel and apartments in Hazel Dell on 68th St., he said there are 
safety issues.  No sidewalks to accommodate pedestrians.  There are road improvement issues. There needs to 
be a traffic study.  Linda suggested all NA's stand together on this issue. 
 
Marilee McCall gave an invitation from Councilor Boldt for the neighborhoods to be present at a booth at the 
County Fair this year. Dates are August 4-13, and she’ll have a sign up sheet at an upcoming NACCC meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Next meeting will be May 8, 2017 - Clark County Public Service Center - 4700 NE 78th St., Vancouver, WA 


