
Date: April 13, 2018 

To: 

Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program 

Recreation and Conservation Office  

1111 Washington Street S.E. 

Olympia, Washington 98501  

 

Dear Grant Review Committee; 

 

Clark County appoints a seven-member Parks Advisory Board to advise and make 

recommendations to the Clark County Council and county staff relating to acquisition, planning 

and development of Clark County parks, legacy lands and trails. On behalf of the Clark County 

Parks Advisory Board (PAB), we would like to express our support for development of the 

Chelatchie Railroad Trail from the Battle Ground Community Center to the Salmon Morgan 

Creek Natural Area Trails. The City of Battle Ground and Clark County are partnering together 

in this endeavor to create a pedestrian / cycling transportation corridor. 

 

The project is in direct response to our Recreation and Open Space Plan adopted by the Clark 

County Councilors in 2015. PAB worked extensively on this project to preserve our natural 

resources and assure that individuals and families had connection to parks, trails and wildlife 

areas. Developing the plan included an online survey, which attracted nearly 1,500 respondents.  

More than 87% of respondents indicated they had hiked or walked in the past year, 53% selected 

walking and hiking trails as their top recreational priority.  In addition, the County Councilors 

identified trail development as a top priority in the State of the County address on 3/20/2018. 

This application helps to further our goal to connect communities and larger trail systems.  

 

The Chelatchie Railroad Trail is a good candidate for funding support as the project meets both 

local and state goals to: 

 Get youth outside: 23% of the population in Battle Ground is under the age of 18. 

The starting point of this segment of trail connects to Fairgrounds Park – home of Battle 

Ground Little League, 4-H activities and an innovative skate and bike park. The trail 

provides a way for families to get outside and enjoy physical activity together. 

 

 Connect people to Conservation Lands: The ending point of the trail lands at Salmon 

Morgan Creeks Natural Area – a Clark County Legacy Lands property that includes over 

81 acres of mature forest, open meadow, trails and two creeks. 

 

 Improve access equity: The trail will provide ten foot wide surfaces that are ADA 

accessible providing a trail experience for all individuals and families regardless of 

ability or socioeconomic status.   

 

 Respond to changing demographics: Since 2010, the City of Battle Ground has 

experienced a positive growth rate of 16% compared to 11% in Clark County and 9% 

statewide.  With an increase in population, the need for parks, trails and recreation 

opportunities also grows. 

 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ClarkCounty/cgi/NewSmartCompile.pl?path=html/ClarkCounty02/ClarkCounty0261/ClarkCounty0261.html
https://www.clark.wa.gov/public-works/comprehensive-parks-plan


 Asserts Recreation as a vital public service: Physical activity leads to reduced risks of 

cognitive decline in individuals ages 65 and over; reduces health risks such as stroke, 

heart disease, diabetes and other health conditions.  Trails are identified as a major 

contributor to fitness of communities and promoting healthy lifestyles. 

 

According to the American Trails Organization, in addition to the health benefits of trails 

in close proximity to communities – there are also economic benefits to help revitalize 

local businesses as people visit the community to walk the trail.  Local parks and trails 

have also been identified as a deciding factor for individuals and families purchasing a 

home.  

 

For these reasons and more, we fully support the Chelatchie Railroad Trail application for 

funding support. Individuals and families in Battle Ground, surrounding communities and 

visitors from all over will have an opportunity to benefit from this trail system. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

 

 

Signed on behalf of the Clark County Parks Advisory Board: 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Jay Chester, Clark County PAB Co-Chair 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kelsey Potter, Clark County PAB Co-Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.americantrails.org/ee/

